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Tothe Right Honourable Puoitip 
Lord WHARTON, a no lefs 
Noble than Aged Patron of Learn- 
ing and Virtue; and a Favourite 
of that Great King, Whofe Throne 
is in the Heavens, and whofe King- 
dom Ruleth over all. | 


May it pleafe Your Lordhhip, 
EY F it be confidered , that fome Evangeli- 
cal and Apottolical Hiftories of the New 
Peftament , were by the Direéion of the 

ei Hily Spirit Himfelf, Dedicated unto a 
Perfon of Quality, and that the Noble Perfin 
Addreffed with One {uch Dedication , enter- 
tain’d it with Refentments that encouraged his 
dear Lucilias to make a Second; the World 
will be fatisfied that T do a thing but Reafon- 
able and Agreeable, when, unto a Narrative of 
many Evangelical and’ Apottolical Affairs , 
I prefume to prefix the Name of one fo Exccl- 
lent , for Love t0 God, as Tour Lordfhip és 
— Rnown to be 5 and One upon this account only, 


an Unmect Subject for the Praifes of the Ob{cure 
rae Pu 






























The Dedication. 


Pen which now writes that Quis Virtupe- 
rat ? 1 do not, 1 dare not, fo far intrude up- 
on Your Honour, as to ask Your Patronage unto 
all the New Englifh Principles and Praétices 
which are found in the Character of our Celebra- 
ted ELIOT; for, as the Diftance of a 
Thoufand Leagues, bas made it impoffible for me 
to attend the (ufual) Orders and Manners of 
asking firft your Allowance for what I have open- 
ly Entituled you unto; fo, the Renowned ELIOT 
is gone beyond any occafions for the greatejt Hu- 
mane Patronage. \. 

But that which bas procured unto your Lord- 
thip, the Trouble of this Dedication , is, My 
Defire to give you the Pitture of One Aged 
Saint, lately gone to that General Affembly, 
which the Eternal King of Heaven by the Ad- 
vances of your own Age in the way of Righ- 
teoufnels , docs quickly Summon your Self un- 
to. The profound Refpett which our ELLIO FE 
had for your Honour, will doubtle{s be anfwer- 
ed and requited with your own Value for the 
Memory of fuch a memorable Chriftian, Mini- 
fter, and Evangelift ; inafmuch wm, Your Af- 
fettions » like his , take not their Meafures 
from thefe or thofe matters of Doubtful Difpu- 
tation, but from fuch an wniverfal Piety, and 
Charity, and Holinefs, as he was an Inttance 
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The Dedication. 


No Man ever complained of it, that in the. 
Works of Chryfoftom we find Seven Orations 
not far afunder, in Commendation of Paul ; nor 
is it any fault that I bave now written One in 
Commendation of a Man whom a Pauline Spi- 
vit had made illuftrious. In defcribing him, I 
have made but little Touches upon his Paren- 
tage, and Family, becaufe as the truly Creat 
Bafil excnfes bis Omiffion of thofe things, in bis 
Oration upon Gordius the Martyr, Ecclefia 
hec tanquam fupervacua dimictit. But I 
have related thofe things of bim which cannot 
but create a good Ejteem for him, in the breaft 
of your Lordfhip, who are a Faithful and An- 
cient Witnels againft thofe Diftempers of the 
World, whereby (as the bleffed Salvian lament-. 
ed it) Cogimur effe Viles, ut Nobiles habea= 
mur 3 and raife the foeetnefs of your Thoughts 
upon your Approaches, which may our God make 
both flow and {ure , unto that State, wherein, 
The Leaft is Greater than this JOHN. 
Put if I may more ingenuoufly Confefs the whole 
Ground and Caute of this Dedication, I muft' 
own, Tis to ‘pay a part of a Debt; 2 Debt 
under which you bave laid my Country, when you 
did with your own Honourable Hand, Prefent 
unto Ais Mijefly the fame Account which I bave 
here again Publifhed, Concerning the Succefs 
of the Gofpel among the Indians in New- Enge- 
land. , : 
My 








Lie Dedication: 


My Lord, in one ELIOT, You fee what a 
People *sis that you bave counted worthy of your 
|| Notices and mbat a People tis, that with ar- 
dent Prayers befpeak the Mercies of Heaven for 
your Noble Family. Indeed, it is impoffible 
|| — taat a Country fo full as New-England is, of 
; what is truly Primitive, fbould not be expofed 
unto tne bitterelt Enmity and Calumny of thofe 
|| that will firive to entangle the Church in a Sar- 
|| dian Uareformedne{s, until our Fefus do fhortly 
||| make them know, that He has loved what 
||| they have bated, maligned, perfecuted. But if the 
God of New-England bave inclined any Great 
|| Pexfonage todatercede or Interpofe for the preven- 
\ sion of the Puuines which ill men have defigned for 
||  fuch a Country, or 20 procure for a People of am 
|||  Eliot’s Complexion in Religion, the Undifturbed 
|| Enjoyment and Exercifeof that Religion: It is a: 
| tbing that calls for our moft fenfible Acknowledg- 
ments. 

It is an odd Superftition which the Indians 
of this Country have among them, that they count 
it (on the penalty of otherwife never profpering 
more) necefJary for them, never to pafs by the 

raves of certain Famous Perfons among them, 
without laying or leaving fome Token of Regard 
thereupon. But we hope that all Trwe Proteftants 
will count it no more than what is equal and pro- 
per, that the Land which bas in it the Giave 
of fuch a Remarkable Preacher to the Indians 


as 


ee 























The Dedication. 


as our ELIOT, fhould be treated with fuch 
a Love, asa Jerufalem ufes to find from them 
that are to profper. 

Opin that foore then, let My Lord accept a 
Prefent from, and for, a Remote corner in the 
New-World, where God is praifed on your be- 
half; a fmall Prefent made by the Hand of a 
Rude American, who has nothing to recommend 
him unto your Lordfhip, except this, that be is 
the Son of One whom you bave admitted unto your 
Favours 5 and, Ibat he is Ambitious to wear 


the Title of , 


MY LOR D; 
Your Lordfhip’s 
Mott Humble and mott 


Obedient Servant, 





COTTON MATHER. 






































T HE. 


‘INTRODUCTION. 


Bi4Was a very farprizing as 
Za well as an undoubted’ 
» Accident which hap- 
Sie pened within the Me- 
; mory of Millions yet a~ 
live, when certain Shcp- 





ceffibles in which there was a Cave of inex- 
preffible Swectnefs, and in that Cave was: 
a Sepulchre that had very difficult Chara- 
Gers upon it, .The Patriarchs of the Ma-- 


_ronites thereabouts inhabiting , procured 










fome Learned Perfons to take Notice, and 
make Report ofthis Curiofity, who found: 
the Infcription of the Grave-Stone to be 
in the Hebrew Language and Letter. Mo-- 


 fes, the Servant of the Lord. The fews 


the Greeks, and the Rowan Catholicks, there- 
abouts,. were. altogether by the. Bars. for: 
A 5: the: 
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2. “The lutroduction. 


the poffeffion of this Rarity; but the 
Turks as quickly laid Claim unto it, and 
firongly guarded it. Neverthelefs, the 7e- 
fxits found a way by Tricks and Bribes to 
engage the Turkifs Guards into a Confpira- 
cy with them, for the Tranfporting of the 
inclofed and renowned Afhes into Evzrope ; 
but when they opened the Grave, there 
was no Body, nor fo muchas a” Relick 
there. While they were.under the Confu- 
fion of this Difappointment, a Turkifh Ge- 
neral camesupon them, and cutithem all 
to pieces; therewithal taking a courfe ne- 
ver to have that place vilited any more. 
But the Scholars of the Orfest prefently 
made this a Theme-, which they Talkt 
and Wrote much upon; and, whether this 
mas the true Sepulchre of Mofes, was a que- 
ftion upon which many Books were pub- 
lifhed. The World would. now count me: 
very abfurd, if after this-I fhould fay, that 
I-had found the Sepulchre cf Mofes in: Ame- 
rica; but I have certainly here found Mofes 
himfclf; we have had. among us.one ap- 
pearing in the, Spirit.and Pororiof a Mofess 
and it ismotthe Grave). but the Lite of fuch 
a Mofes, that we value.our felves kpon be-, 
ing the owners of. | | 


Haying, 















The Introduction. ; 


Having implored the Affiftance and Ac- 
ceptance of that God, whofe Bleffed Word 
has told us, The Righteous fhall be bad in 
everlafting remembrance; | am attempting to 
write the Life of a Righteous Perfon, con- 
cerning whom all things, but the meannefs 
of the Writer, invite the Reader to ex- 
pect nothing fave what is truly extraordi- 
nary. ~Tis the Life of one who has better 
and greater things to be affirmed of him, 
than could ever be reported concerning a- 
ny of thofe famous Men, which have been 
celebrated by the Pens of a Plutarch, a Pli- 
ay, a Lacrtius, an Eunapiws, or in any Pagan 
Hiftories. °Tis the Life of one, whofe 
Character might very agreeably be look’d 
for among the Colle&ions. of a Doratheus,, 
or the Orations of a Nazianzene, or is wor- 
thy at leaft of nothing lefS than the exqui- 
fite Stile of a Melchior Adam to Etemize it, 
If it be, as it is, a true Affertion, That the 
leaft Exercife of true Faith or Love towards God 
in Chrift , is a more glorious thing than all the: 
Triumphs of a Cafar; there muft be fome- 
thing very confiderable in the Life of one, 
who fpent, feveral Scores of years in fuch 
E’xercifes ; and of one, in the mention of 
whofe Atchievements we may alfo recount, 

that he fought the Devil in. (once). his Ame~ 
| rican: 























































































































4 The Introduction. | 
rican Territories, till he had recovered no 
finill Party of his old Subjects and Vaffals 
out of his crue] Hands; it would be as un- 
xeafonable as unprofitable, for Pofterity to 
bury the Memory of fuch a Perfon in the 
Dutt of that Obfcurity and Oblivion which 
has covered the Names.of the Heroes who 
died before the Days of Agamemnon. 


PRALI- 

















PRELIMINARY LI. 
(aa | 08 
BirtH, Acg, and Fami vy of 


Mr £ LIOT. 


"Tis the Life of the Reverend John. 
Eliot,, which is to be now put intoour 
Pages; a Life which commenced a- 
bout the Year 1604. And Expired 
in the Year 1690. 


p HE infpired Mofes relating the 
Lives of the Ante-diluvian Patri- 
archs , in whom the Church of 


| God, and Line of Chrifi was con- 
tinued, through the. firft Sixtcen hundred 
Years of time, recites little but. their Birth, 
and their Age, and their Death, and their- 
Sons and Daughters. If thofe Articles 
would. fatisfy the Appetites and Baggies . 
Oo 




















































































































p he Life and Death 


of {uch as come to Read the Life of our Efior, 
we fhall foon have difpatch’d the Work 
now upon our hands. The Age, with the 
Death of this Worthy man, has been alrea- 
dy terminated in the Ninetieth year of the 
prefent Century, and the Eighty fixth Year 
of his own Pilgrimage. And for his Birth, 
it was at a Town in England, the Name 
whereof I cannot prefently recover; nor 
is it neceffary for me to look back fo far as 
the place of his Nativity, any more than 
tis for me to recite the Virtues of his Pa- 
rentage, of which he faid, Vix ea noftra voco, 
The Atlantick Ocean, like a River of Lethe.,. 
may cafily caufe us to forget many of the 
things that happened on the other fide. In- 
deed. the Nativity: of {ach a Man-were an 
Honour worthy the Contention-of as many 
Places as laid their Claims unto the famous 
Homer's; but whatever Places may challenge 
a fhare in the Reputation of having En- 
joy'd the firft Breath of our Eliot, it is New- 
England that with moft right can call him 
hers 3 his beft Breath, and afterwards his laff 
Breath, was here; and here “twas that God 
beftow’d upon him Sons and Daughters. 

He came to New- England in the Month of 
November, 4. D. 1631. among thofe Bleffed 
old Planters, which laid the Foundations 
of a remarkable Country, devoted unto the 

Exercife 















of Mr. john Eliot, 7 


Exercife of the Proteftant Religion, in its 
pureft and bigheft Reformation: He left 
behind him in England a vertuous young 
Gentlewoman, whom he had purfued and 
purpofed a Marriage unto; and the coming 
hither the year following, that Marriage 
was Confummated in the Month of Ogober, 
A, D. 1632. 

This Wife of bis Youth lived with him 
until (he became to him alfo the Staff of bis 
Age; and fhe left him not until about three 
or four years before his own Departure 
to thofe Heavenly Regions, where they 
now together fee Light. She was a Woman 
very Eminent both for Holinefs and Ufeful- 
nefs, and fhe excelled moft of the Dazghters 
that. bave done vertuoufly. Hex Name was 
Aan, and Gracious was her Nature. God 
made her a rich Bleifing, not only to her 
Family, but allo to her Neighbourhood 5 and 
when atdati fhe died, I heard and faw her 
aged Husband, who «elfe very rarely wept, 
yet now with Tears over the Cofhin, before 
the good People, a valt confluence of which 
were come. to her, Funeral, fay, Here lies my 
| Dears Faithful, Pious, Prudent, Prayerful Wife ; 
‘Dall go tober, and foenat return to me! My 
Reader wilhof his.own accord excule -me, 
from beliowing any, further Epitaphs upon 

that gracious Woman. 
































































































. 


= end» His Third was alfo a Son , born De-. 





The Life and Death 
By ber, did God give him fix worthy 
Children; Children of ‘a Character which 
may for ever ttop the mouths of thofe 4n- 
tichrijtian Blafphemers, who have fet a falfe 
brandof Difatter and’ Infamy on the Of 
{pring of a Married Clergy. His Firft-born 
wasa Daughter, born Sept. 17. A. C. 1.633% 
This Gentlewoman is yet alive, and one 
well-approved for her ‘Piety and Gravity. 
His next was a Sen, born dug: 31- Ai Ci 
1636. He bore his Fathex’s Name, and had 
his Father’s Grace. He was a Perfom of 
notable Accomplifiments , and a lively 5 

















8 


Ly is -Zealous, acute’ Preacher, not only to the 
Pil) Englife, at New-Cambridge , but alfo to the 


Indians thereabout. ‘He grew fo fatt, thar 
he was found ripe for Heaven many years 
ago; and upon his Death-bed uttered {uch 
penetrating, things as could’ proceed from 
none but one upon the Borders ‘and’ Con- 
fines of Eternal Glory. Tis pity that fo © 
many of them are forgotten s but one of 
them, J think, we have caufe to remem- 
Ber: Well (faid he): my dear Friends , there 
iia dark Day coming upon poor New-England ‘5 
and in {0 dark. a Day, I pray how will you 
provide for your own Security ? My Coanfel to 
you is, get an Intersft in the Bleffed Lord Fifa: 


Chri(t 5 -and that will carry you to the Worlds 


«mb, 









to Mr. John Eliot. 9 


cmb. 20. AC. 1638. him he call’d Fofephs 
and made a 7Fufeph of him: This Perfon 
is at this time a Paftor to the Church at 
Guilford, and one of great note, as well 
thro’ the whole Country , as in the parti- 
cular Colony of Connediicut , which God 
has made him contiderable to. His Fourth 
was a Samuel, born Fune22. A.C. 1941. 
who died. a moti lovely young Man, Emi- 
nent for Learning and Goodnefs, a Fellow 
of the Colledge, and a Candidate of the 
Miniftry. His Fifth was an Aaron, born 
Febr. 15. A.C. 1643. who tho he did very 
young, yet firft manifelted many good things 
towards the Lord God of Ifrael, His laft was 
a Benjamin, born Fan. 29. A.C. 1646. Of 
all thefe Three it may be faid, as it was of 
Haran , They died before their F atber; but it 
may alfo be written over their Graves, All 
‘thefe died in Faith. By the pious Defign of 
their Father, they were all Confecrated un- 
‘to the Service of God, in the Miniftry of 
the Gofpel; but God faw meet rather to 
fetch them away , by a Death, which 
(therefore ) 1 dare not call Pramatare, to 
glorify him in another and better World. 
They all gave fach Demonftrations of their 
Converfion to God, that the good old Man 
would fometimes comfortably fay , I have 
bad fix Children, and I ble{s God for bis free- 


grace, 

































10 The Life and Death 


grace, they are all either with Chrift , or in 
Chrift 3 and my mind is now at reft concerning 
them. And when fome asked him, How 
he could bear the Death of fuch excellent 
Children? His humble Reply thereunto was 
this, My defire was, that they fhould have 
Served God on Earths but if God will chufe to 
bave them rather ferve him in FAizaven, I have 
nothing to object againft it, but bis Will be done. 
His Benjamin was made the Son of bis Right 
band, tor the Invitation of the good Peo- 
ple at Ruxbury placed him in the fame Pul- 
pit with his Father, where he was his Af 
iiitant for.many years; there they had a 
Proof of him , that as a Son with bis Father , 
be ferved with bim in the Gofpel. But his 
Fate was like that which the great Gregory 
Nazianzen defcribes in his Difcourfe upon 
the Death of his honourable Brother , his 
aged Father being now alive and prefent: 
My Father, baving laid up in a better W orld, a 
rich Inheritance for bis Children , Sent a Son of 


bis before, to take poffeffion of it. 
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of Mr. John Eliot. 


@  PRALIMINARY IL 


Mr. Eliot’s early Converfion, facred Employ- 
ment, and jult Removal into America. 


UT all that I have hitherto faid, is no 
more than an entrance into the Hifto- 
ry of our Eliot Such an Enoch ashe, mutt 
have fomething more than thefe things re- 
corded of him; his Walk with God mutt be 
more largely laid before the World, as a 
thing that would befpeak us all to be Fol- 
lowers, no defs than we fhall be Admirers , 
GF it, 

He had not paffed many tums in the 
World , before he knew the meaning of a 
faving tera from the Vanities of an Unre- 

generate State , unto God in Chrift , by a 
_ true Repentance; he had the fingular hap- 
 pinefs and priviledge of an Early Converfion 

from the ways which Original Sin difpofes 
all Men unto. One of the principal Inftru- 
ments which the God of Heaven ufed in 
-_tinging, and filling the mind of this Chofen 
Vefel with good Principles, was that Ve- 
_nerable Thomas Hooker, whofe Name in the 
Churches of the Lord Jefus , is As an Oynt- 
ment poured forth; even that Hooker, of 

whom Worthy Mafter Fuller could write: 


























































































































































































12 he Life and Death 
As Latimer would not ftick to fay, St. Bilney, 
fo neither I to fay, St. Hooker; that Hooker , 
who having Angled many {cores of Souls 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, at laft latd 
his Bones in our New-England; it was an 
Acquaintance with him, that contributed 
more than a little to the Accomplifhment 
of cur Elifha,for that Work unto which the 
moft High defigned him. His Liberal Edy- 
cation having now the Addition of Religion 
to dire& it, and improve it, it gave fuch 
a Biafs to his young Soul, as quickly difco- 
vered it felf in very fignal Inftances. — His 
firft appearance in the World after his E- 
ducation in the Univerfity at Cambridge, was 
in the too difficult, and snthankful, but very 
neceffary Employment. of. a+ School- Mafter , 
which Employment she difcharged with a 
good Fidelity. . And. as this firft Effay of his: 
Improvement was no more Difgrace unto 


him, than it was unto the famous Hierom, 


Whitaker, Vines, and.others, that they thus 

begin to be ferviceable; fo it. rather pre- 
_ pared him for the turther Service which his 
mind was now {et.upon. He was.of Wor- 
thy Mr. Zbomas Wilfon’s mind , that the cal- 
ling of a Minifter was the only one, where- 
in a Man might be more ferviceable to the 
Church of God, than_in that of a Sebool- 
Mafter.’ Wherefore having: Dedicated hini- 
{clf 


Ne eas 
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of Mr. John Eliot. 13 
felf unto God betimes, he could not recon- 
cile himfelf to any. jcffer way of Serving 
his Creator and Redeemer, than by the 
Sacred. Minifiry of the Gofpel; but, alas, 
where fhould he have Opportunities for 
the exercling of ic? It was now a time. 
when fome hundreds of thofe amiable Peo- 
ple which had the Nick-name of Puritans 
put upon them, ‘Tranfported themfelves, 
with their whole Families and Interetts, into 
the Defarts of America, that they might here 
peaceably erect Congregational Churches, and 
therein attend and maintain all the pure 
Inttitations of the Lord Jefus Chrift 5 having 
the encouragement of Royal Charters, that 
they fhould nexir have any Interruption in 
the Enjoyment of thofe precious and pleafant 
Things. Here was a profpect which quickly 
determined the devont Soul of our young 
Eliot, unto a remove into: New: England, while 
it was yet a Land not {own y he quickly Liited 
himfelf among thofe Valiant Soldiers of the 
Lord Jefus, whocheerfully encountred firft 
the Perils of the Atlanzick Ocean, and then the 
Fatigues of the New: Exglifh Vildernefs, that 
ticy might have an undilturbed Communion 
with hie io his Appointments here. And 
thus did he betimes procure himfelf the Can- 
-folation of having afterwards, and for ever, 
-aroom inthat remembrance of God, I re- 
| member 



















































































































































































14 The Life azd Death 


member thee, the Kindnefs of thy Youth, and the 
Love of thine Efpoufals, when thou weateft after 
me into the Wildernefs. 

On his firft arrival to New- England, he 
foon joyned himfelf unto the Church at Bo. 
ftons "twas Ghurch-work that was his Errand 
hither. Mr. Wilfon, the Paftor of that Church, 
was gone back into England, that he might 
perfect the Settlement of his Affairs; and 
in-his Abfence , young Mr, Eliot was he that 
fupplied his place. Upon the return of 
Mr. Wilfon, that Church was intending to 
have made Mr. Eliot his Collegue, and their 
Teacher 5 but it was thus diverted, Mr. Eliot 
had engaged unto a fele& Nuniber of his 
Pious and Chriftian Friends in England, that 
if they fhould come into thefe Parts before 
he fhould be in the Paftoral Care of any o- 
ther People, he would give him(elf to Them, 
and be for Their Service, It happened, that 
thefe Friends tranfported themtelves hither 
the year after him,and chofe their Habitation 
at the Town which they called Roxbury. A 
Church being now gathered at this place, he 
was ina little while Ordained unto the Teach- 
ing and Ruling of that holy Society.So°twas 
in the Orb of that Church that we had him 
as a Star fixed for very near Threefcore years; 
ic only remains that we now obferve what 
was his Magnitude all this while,and how he 
performed his Revolution. PART. 


{Ses ea gana 





of Mr. John Eliot. 


PAIR Ey ook 
Or, Eliot as 4 Chriftian. 


a Sy Wks tg gC) Dae 
Fis Eminent Piety. 


(vUch was the Piety of our Eliot, that like 
another Mofes, he had upow his Face a 
continual Shwe, arifing from his uninter- 
rupted Communion with the Father of 
Spirits, He was indeed a Man of Prayer, and 
night fay after the Pfalmift, 7 Prayer, as be- 
fog in a manner made up of it. Could the 

Walls of his old Study fpeak , they wou! 
-ven ravifh us with a Relation of the many 
nundred and thoufand fervent Prayers which 
ne there poured out before the Lord: He not 
only made it his daily practice to enter into 
hat Clofet , and (but bis Door, and pray to bis 
“atber in feeret, but he would not rarely fet 
tpart whole Days for Prayer with Patting 
ivfecret places, before the God of Heaven, 
Prayer folemnized with Faiting was indeed 
o agreeable unto him, that P have forme- 
: times 
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times thought he might juftly inherit the 
Name of Fobsnnes Fejunator, or Fobn the Fa- 
ffer, which for the like reafon was put upon 
one of the Renowned Ancients. Efpecial- 
ly, when there was any Remarkable Difh- 
culty before him, ‘he took this.way to en- 
counter and overcome it ; being of Dr. Pre- 
ffon’smind, That when we would bave any great 
things to be aceomplifhed., the belt. Policy is to 
work by an Engine which the World fees nothing 
of. He could fay as the Pious Robert(on did 
upon his Death-bed,I thank God I have loved 
Fufting and Prayer mith al’ my beart! if one 
wou'd have known what chat facred thing, 
The Spirit of Prayer , intends, in him there 
might have been feen a moft luculent and 
practical Expolition of it. He kept his 
heart in a frame for Prayer, with a marvel- 
lous Conftancy, and was continually pro- 
voking all that were about him thereunto. 
When he heard any contiderable News, his 
ufual and fpeedy Reflection thereupon would 
be , Brethren, let ws turn all this into Prayer 3 
and he was perpetually jogging the Wheel 
of Prayer, both more privately in the Meet- 
ings, and more publickly in the Churches 
of his Neighbourhood. When he came to 
an Houfe that he was intimately acquainted 
with , he would often fay, Come, let us not 
have a Vifit without a Prayer 5 let us pray down 

the 
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the Bleffing of Heaven on your Family before we go. 
_ Efpecially when he came into a Society of 
_ Minifters, before he had fate long with them, 
_ they would look to hear him urging, Bre- 
| tbren, the Lord Fefis takes much notice of what 
is done and faid among bis Minifters when they 
are together come let us pray before we part. 
And hence alfo his whole Breath feemed in 
a fort made up of Ejaculatory Prayers; ma- 
ny fcores of which winged Meffengers he 
difpatched away to Heaven upon pious Er- 
rands every day. By them he befpoke Blef= 
} {ings upon almoft every Perfon or Affair that 
} he was concerned with ; and he carried eye- 
ty thing to God with fome pertinent Hp- 
fannab’s or Hallelujah’s over it. He was a 

‘mighty and an happy Man, that had his Qui- 

ver full of thefe heavenly Arrows: And 

when he was never {0 ftraitly befieged by 

human Occurences, yet he faftned the withes 

of his devout Soul unto them, and very dex- 

teroutly fhot them up to Heaven over the 

head of all. 

___As he took thus delight in {peaking to the 

Almighty God, no lefs did hein {peaking of 

him ; but in ferious and favoury Difcourfes 





















lefs prophane than fevere Order, That xo 
man flould {peak of God at all but this ex- 
| | B cellent 
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cellent Perfon almoft made it-an Order 
wherever he came, to {peak of nothing but God. 
He was indeed {uficiently pleafant and witty 
inCompany, and he was affable and faceti- 
ous, rather than morofe in Converfations 
but. he had a remarkable Gravity mixed 
with it, and a fingular Skill of railing {ome 
Holy Obfervation out of whatever Matter of 
Difcourfe lay before him ; nor would he or- 
dinarily difmifs any Teme without {ome 
racious, divine, pithy Sentence thereupon. 
Doubtlefs he impofed it as a Law upon him- 
(elf, that he would icave fomething of God, 
and Heaven, and Religion, withall that fhould |; 
come a near him; fo that in all Places his 
Company was attended with Majefiy and | 
Reverence; and it was no fooner proper for 
him to fpeak, but, like Mary's opened Box 
of Oyntment, he fill’d the whole Room with 
che Perfumes of the Graces in his Lips; and | 
the Chriftian-hearers tafted a greater {weet- 
nefs in his well-feafoncd Speeches, than the 
Maftrious Homer aferib’d unto the Orations | 
of his Neftor, Whofe Lip dropd Language, than | 
fovect Hony faveeter abundance. rag 
His Conferences were like thofe which Ter- |, 
snilian afaxms to have been common among | 
che Saints in his Days, Ut qui fciret Dominum | 
audire, as knowing, that the Ear of God was 
open to them all 5 and he managed his ad | 
er, 
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der, fo as to manifeft that he was bound 
Heaven- ward, in his whole Communicati- 
on. He had a particular art at Spirituali- 
zing of Earthly Obje4s, and railing of high 
Thoughts from very mean things. As once, 
going with fome feeblenefs and wearinefs up 


_ the Hill on which his Mceting-houfe now 
 ftands, he faid unto the Perfon that led him, 


This ts very like the way to Heaven, “tis up Hill ! 
the Lord by bis Grace fetch us up! and inftant- 
ly {pying a Bufh near him, he as nimbly ad- 
ded, Aud truly there are Thorns and Briars in 


the way too! Which inftance I would not 
have fingled out from the many thoufands 


of his Occafional Reflections, but only that 
I might fuggett unto the good People of Rox- 


bury, fomething for them to think upon, 


when they are going up to the Houfe of the 
Lord. It is enough, that as the Friend of 
the Famous Urfin could profefs that he ne- 
ver went unto him, without coming away, 
aut dottior aut melior, either the wifer or the 
better from him; fo,’tis an acknowledgment 


| which more than one Friend of our Eliot’s 
| bas made concerning him, was never with bim, 


but I got, or might have got fome good from him. 
And hearing from the Great God, wasan 
Exercife of like fatisfaGion unto the Soul of 


this good Man, with {peaking either to him, 


orofhim, He wasa mighty Student of the 
| | B 2 Sacred 
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Sacred Bible; and it was unto him as his ne- 
ceffary Food. He made the Bibie his Com- 
panion , and his Councellor, and the Holy 
Lines of Scripture more Enamoured him, 
than the profane ones of Tully ever did the 
Famous Italian Cardinal. He would not, 
upon eafy terms, have gone one day together 
without uling a Portion of the Bible as an 
‘Antidote againtt the Infection of Temptation. 
And he would pre(cribe it unto others, with 
his probatwm e(t upon it 5 as once particular- 
ly a pious Woman, vexed with a wicked 
Husband, complaining to him, That bad 
Company was all the Day ftill infefting of 
her Houfe, and what fhould fhe do ? He ad- 
vifed her, Take the Holy Bible into your Hand, 
when the bad Company come, and you ll foon drive 
them out of the Houfe,; the Woman made the 
experiment, and thereby cleared her Houfe 
from the haunts that had molefted it. By the 
like way "twas that he cleared his heart of 

what he was loth to have nefting there. 
Moreover, if ever any Man could, he might 
pretend unto that evidence of Uprightnefs, 
Lord, I bave loved the habitation of thine Houfes 
for he not only gave fomething more than 
his prefence there twice on the Lord’s Days, 
and.once a Fortnight befides on the Lectures, 
in his own Congregation; but he made his 
Weekly Vifits, unto the Le@ures in the 
~ Neighbouring 
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Neighbouring Towns; how often was he 
feen at Bofton, Charlftorn, Cambridg,' Dorche- 
(fer, waiting upon the Word of God, inthe 
recurring Opportunities, and counting a 


Day in the Courts of the Lovd better than a thou- 


fand! It ts hardly conceivable, how in the 
midft of fo many Studies and Labours as he 
was at home engaged in, he could poffibly 
repair to fo many LeCtures abroad; and here- 
in he aimed not only at his own Edification, 
but at the Countenancing and Encouraging 
of the Lectures which he went unto. Thus 
he took heed that he might hear,and he took 
as much heed how he heard = he fet himfelf 
asin the prefence of the Eternal God, as the 
Great Conftantine ufed of old, in the Affem- 
blies where he came, and faid, I will bear what 


| God the Lord will peak; he expreffed a dili- 





gent attention, by a watchful and wakeful 
Polture, and by turning to the Texts quoted 
by the Preacher; he expreffed a fuitable affe- 
Ction by feeding on what was delivered, and 
accompanying it with hands and eyes devout- 
ly elevated 5 and they whofe good hap’twas 
to go home with him, were fure of having 


) another Sermon by the way, until their very 
| Ekarts burned in them.  La&antins truly faid, 


Non eft vera Religio, que cum Templo relinguitar 3 
but our Elict alwayscarried much of Religi- 
on with him from the Houfe of God. 


B 3 In. 


























































































































































































































22 The Life and Death 


In a word, he was one who lived in Hez: 
wen while he was. on Earth; and there is no 
more than pure Juftice in our endeavours 
that he fhould live on Earth. after he is in 
Elaven. We cannot fay that we ever faw 
him walking any whither, but he was therein 
walking with Ged 5 wherever he fat, he haa 
God by him, and it wasin the everlafting 
Arms of God that he flept at Night. Me- 


Garden, he plucked up a Weed that he faw 
now and then growing there; at which a 
Friend prefently faid unto him, Sir, you tell 
us we mujt be Heavenly minded but he imme- 
diately repli'd, It is true 3 and this is no impe- 
diment unto that 3 for were I fure to go to Heaven 
zo morrow, I would do what I do today. From 
{uch a frame of Spirit it was that once ina 
Vifit, finding a Merchant in his Counting- 
houfe, where he faw Books of Bufinefs only © 
on his Table, but all his Books of Devotion 
on the Shelf, he gave this Advice unto him, 
Sir, Here’s Earth on the Table, and Heaven on 
the Shelf 5 pray don’t fit fo much at the Table w 
altogether to forget the Shelf; let not Earth by any 
means thruft Heaven out of your mind. 

Indeed I cannot give a fuller Defcription 
of him, than what was in a Paraphrale thar 
I have heard himfelf to make upon that 
Scripture, 
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Scripture, our Conver fation is in Heaven. Lwrit 
from him as he uttered it. 
‘Behold, faid be, the Ancient and Excel- 
* Jent Character of a true Chriftian 5 ’tis thac 
* which Peter call Holinefs in all manner of Con- 
* verfation ; you fhall not find a Chriftian out 
‘of the way of Godly Converfation. For, 
*firft, a feventh part of our time is all fpent 
‘in Heaven,when we are duly zealous forjand 
‘zealous on the Sabbath of God. Befides, 
‘God haswritten on the head of the Sabbath, 
© Remember 3 which looks both forwards and 
“backwards 5 and thus a good part of the 
© Week will be {pent in Sabbatizing. Well, 
* but for the reft of our Time! why, we (hall 
‘have that {pent in Heaven, ere we have done. 
‘For, fecondly, we have many Days for both 
* Fafting and Thanksgiving in our Pilgrimage 5 
“and here are fo many Sabbaths more. More- 
‘over, thirdly, we have our Lectures every 
“Week; and pious People wont mifs them, 
‘if they can help it. Furthermore, fourthly, 
“We have our private Meetings’ wherein we 
‘Pray, and Sing, and repeat Sermons, avd 
“confer together about the things of God; 
“and being now come thus far, we are in 
“Heaven almott every day.» But a little far- 
“ther, fithly, We perform Family Duties e- 
“very day 3 We have our Morning and E- 
“ vening Sacritices, wherein having read the 
B 4 * Scriptures 
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‘Scriptures to our Families, we call upon the 
‘ Name of God, and ever now and then care- 
‘fully Catechife thofe that are under our 
‘Charge, Sixthly, We fhall alfo have our 
“daily Devotions in our Clofets ; wherein, 
‘unto Supplication before the Lord, we fhall 
‘add fome ferious Meditation upon his 
‘Word; a David will be at this work no 
‘lefs than thrice aday. Seventhly, We have 
‘jikewife many {cores of Ejaculations in a 
“day; and thefe we have, like Nehemiah, in 
‘whatever place we come into. Eighthly, 
‘We have our occational Thoughts, and our 
‘ eccafional Talks upon Spiritual Matters 5 
‘and we have our occalional Acts of Chari- 
“ty, wherein we do like the Inhabitants of 
‘ Heaven every day. Ninthly, In our Cal- 
“lings, in our Civil Callings, we keep up 
‘heavenly Frames ; we Buy, and Sell, and 
“Toil, yea, we Eat and Drink, with fome 
‘Eye both to the Command, and the Honour 
‘of God in all. Bchold, | have not now left 
“an inch of time to be Carnal; it is all en- 
‘oroffed for Heaven. And yet, left here 
¢{hould not be enough, laftly, We have our 
‘ Spiritual Warfare. We are always encoun- 
tring the Enemies of our Souls, which con- 
“tinually raifes our hearts unto our Helper 
Cand Leader in the Heavens. Let no Man fay, 


Tis impofible to live at this rates for we have 
‘known 
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“known fome live thus,and others that have 


_* written of fuch a Life , have but {pun a 
“Web out of their own bleffed experiences. 
|“ New-England has Examples of this Life ; 
“tho, alas, ’tis to be lamented, that the Di- 
*ftra@ions of the World, in too many Pro- 

“felfors, do becloud the beauty of an Hea- 


-“venly Converfation. In fine, our Employ- 


‘ment lies in Heaven. Yn the morning, if 
“we ask, Where am Ito be today? Our Souls 
‘mutt anfwer, In Heaven. In the Evening, 
“if we ask , Where bave I been to day? Our 
Souls may anfwer, In Heaven. If thou art 
‘a Believer, thou art no Stranger to Heaven 
‘while thou liveft; and. when thou dieft, 
“ Heaven will be no ftrange Place to thee ; 
“no, thou haft been there a thoufand times 
“before. 

In this Language have I heard him ex- 
prefs himfelf ; and he did what he faid, he 
was a Boniface, as well as a Beneditt ; and he 
was one of thole, Qxi faciendo docent, que fa- 
cienda docent. | 

It might be faid of him, as that Writer 
charaCterifes Origen, Quemadmodum docnit, fic 
Dixit & quemadmodum vixit fic docuit. 











































































































































































26 The Life and Death 
ARTICLE IU. 


His particular Care and Zeal about the 
Lords-Day. 


‘His was the Piety, this the Holinels of 
our Eliot ; but among the many In- 
ftances in which his Holinefs was remarkable, 
I muft not omit his exa&t Remembrance of the 
Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. 
~ thas been truly and juftly obferved, That 
our whole Religion fares according to our 
Sabbaths; that poor Sabbaths make poor 
Chriftians ; and that a Stri@nefs in our Sab- © 
baths infpires a Vigour into all our other 
Duties. Our Eliot knew this, and it was a 
moft Exemplary Zeal that he acknowledged 
the Sabbath of our Lord Jefus Chrift withal. 
Had he been asked, Servafti Deminicum ? He 
could have made a right Chrifiian primitive 
anfwer thereunto. The Sun did not fet, 
the Evening before the Sabbath, till he had 
begun his Preparation for it; and when the 
Lords-day came, you. might have {een Fobn 
inthe Spirit every Weck. Every day was a 
fort of Sabbath to-him, but the Sabbath-day 
was a kind, a type, a tafte of Heaven with 
him. He laboured, that he might on this 
high day have no Words or Thoughts but 
| fuch 
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fuch as were agreeable thereunto; he then § 
allow’d in himfelf no AGions , but: thofe 
of a raifed Soul. One fhould hear nothing 
dropping from his Lips on this day, but the 
Milk and Honey of the Country, in which 
there yet remains a Reft for the Peopleof 
God; and if he beheld in any Pesfon what- 
foever, whether Old or Young, any Ptofa- 
nation of this day, he would be fure to bes 
ftow lively Rebukes upon it. And hence 
alfo unto the general Engagements of a Co- 
venant with God, which ’twas his defire to 
bring the Zadians intoy he added a particdiar 
Article, wherein they bind themfelves Meb- 
quontamunat. Sabbath , pabketeaunat tohfobke 
pomantamoz, i.e. Yo remember the Sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy, as long as we live: 
The mention of this, gives me an oppor- 
), tunity, not only to recommend our Depart- 
ed Eliot, but allo to Vindicate another great 
Man, unto the Churches of our Lord Jefus’ 
 Chrift’. The Reverend and Renowned 
OWEN in his Elaborate Exercitations on 
sf Lords-day, had let fall fuch a paffage as 
‘this. | 
I judge, That the Obfervation of the Lordi-day 
| #5 to be Commenfurate unto the ufe of cur natural 
|) firength on any otber day, from Morning to Night. 
)) The Lords. day is to be fee apart unto the ends of 
| an boly Reft unto God, by every one, according-as 
bis 


































































































































































































28 The Life and Death 

his natural ftrength will enable bim to employ him- 

if in bis lavful occafions any otber day of the 
eek. 

This paflage was fubje& to fuch a mifun- 
derftanding, as that it gave fome fcandal un- 
to feveral very Learned and Pious Mens a- 
mong whom our Eliot was one: whereupon 
with his ufual Zeal, Gravity, and Sanctity, 
he wrote unto the Doétor his Opinion there- 
about; who returned unto him an anfwer 
full of Refpect, fome part whereof I thall 
here tranfcribe. | 

‘As to what concerns the Natzral firength 
Sof Men ( faith be), Either I was under fome 
¢miftake in my Expreffion, or youfeem to be 
‘fo in your Apprehenfion. I never thought, 
‘and I hope I have not faid, for 1 cannot 
‘find it,that the continuance of the Sabbath 
‘js to be Commenfuraze unto the natural 
‘ ftrength of Man,but only that it isan allow-_ 
“able mean of Mens continuance in Sabbath- 
€ Duties; which I fuppofe you will not deny, 
“Jeft you fhould caft the Confciences of Pro- 
6 feflors into inextricable Difficulties. 

‘When firft I engaged into that Work, 1 
‘intended not to have fpoken one word a- 
‘bout the practical Obfervation of the Day 5 
“but only to have endeavoured the Revival 
© of a Truth which at prefent is defpifed and 
‘contemned among us, and ftrenuoufly op= 

* pofed 
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poled by fundry Divines of the United Pro- 

“ vinces, who call the DoGrine of the Sabbath, 
* Figmentum Anglicannm. Upon the defire of 

_ “fome Learned Men in thefe Parts, it was, 
“that [ undertook the Vindication of it. 
_* Having now difcharged the Debt, which 
“in this matter J owed unto the Truth and 
‘Church of God, tho not as I ought, yet 
* with fuch a compofition as I hope, thro’ the 

_ “Interpofition of our Lord Jefus Chrift,might 
‘find acceptance with God and his Saints, { 
‘fuppofe I fhall not again engage on that 

* Subject. 

‘I fuppofe there is {carce any one alive in 
“the World, who hath more Reproaches caft 
‘upon him than I have; tho hitherto God 
“has been pleafed in fome meafure to fup- 
‘port my Spirit under them. J {till relieved 
“my felf by this, That my poor Endeavours 
“have found acceptance with the Churebes of 
© Chrift: But my Holy, Wife, and Gracious 
‘Father , fees it needful to try me in this 
‘matteralfo; and what I have received from 
‘you (which it may be contains not your 
-‘fenfe alone) hath printed deeper, and left 
Sa greater impreffion upon my mind, than 
‘all the virulent Revilings, and talfe Accu- 
{ations I have met withal from my profef- 
(‘fed Adverfaries. 1 do acknowledg unto 
‘you, that I have a dry and barren apt 
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‘and I do heartily beg your Prayers, that 
‘the Holy One would, notwithftanding all 
‘my finfal Provocations, water me from a- 
©bove; but that I fhould now be apprehend- 
“ed to have given a-Wound unto Holinefs in 
“the Churches , ’tis one of the faddeft Frowns 
‘in the Cloudy Brows of Divine Providence. 

‘The Dodtrine of the Sabbath, I have af 
‘ferted, tho not as it fhould be done, yer as 
“well as I could: The Obfervation of it in 
‘ Holy Duties unto the utmoft of the ftrength 
‘for them, which God (hould be pleafed to 
‘ give us, I have pleaded for; the neceffity 
‘alfo of a ferious Preparation for it in fundry 
“previous Duties, I have declared. But now 
“to meet with fevere Expreflions — it may 
“be tis the Will of God, that vigour fhould 
‘hereby be given to my former Difcourage- 
“ments, and that there isa Call init, to fur- 
‘ceafe from thefe kinds of Labours, | 

I have tran{cribed the more of this Letter, 
becaufe it not only difcovers the concern 
which our Eliot had for the Sabbath of God, 
but alfo ic may contribute unto the Worlds 
good Reception and Perufal of a Golden Book 
on that Subje&, written by one of the moft 
Eminent Perfons which the Englifh Nation 
has been adorned with. 
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of Mr. John Eliot. 


AR TICLE. IW. 


Elis Exemplary Mortification. 


‘Hus did Eliot endeavour to live unto 
God; but how much at the fame time 
did he die unto all the World? 

"Twere impoffible to finith the lively Pi- 
Ciure of this Pious and Holy Eliot, without 
fome touches upon that Mortitication which 
accompanied him all his days 5 for never 
did I {ce a Perfon more mortit’d unto all the 
pleafures of this Life, or more unwilling to 
moult the Wings of an Heaven-born Soul , 
in the dirty Puddles of Carnal and Senfual 
Delights. We are all of us compounded of 
thofe two things, the Man, and the Beaft ; 
but fo powerful was the Man, in this Holy 
Perfon, that it kept the Beaft ever ti’d with 
afhort Tedder, and fuppreffed the irregular 
Calcitrations of it. He became fo nailed 
unto the Crofs of the Lord Jefus Chrift , 
that the Grandeurs of this World were unto 
him juft what they would betoa dying Man; 
and he maintained an almoft unparallel’d 
indifferency towards all the Pomps which 
Mankind is too generally flattered and en- 
chanted with. 
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The Luft of the Fleth he could not recon- 
cile himfelf to the leaft pampering or indul- 
ging of ; but he perfecuted it with a conti- 
nual Antipathy ; being upon higher Prin- 
ciples than Tully was acquainted withal , 
of his mind , Non eft dignus nomine nominis , 
qui unum dicm totum velit effe in ifto genere vo- 
luptatis. The Sleep that he allowed him- 
felf, cheated him not of his Morning-hours ; 
but he reckoned the Morning nolefs a Friend 
unto the Graces, than unto the Mufes. He 
would call upon Students, J pray look to it 
that you be Morning-Birds ! And for many 
more than a {core of years before he died, 
he removed his Lodging into his Study, on 
purpofe that being there alone, he might 
enjoy his early Mornings, without giving 
the difturbance of the leaft noife to any of 
his Friends, whofe AffeGions to him elfe 
might have been ready to have called, Ma-_ 
_ fler , fpare thy felf. The Meat upon which 
he lived , was a Cibus fimplex, an homely, 
but an wholefome Diet; rich Varieties , 
_coftly Viands, and poinant Sawces, came not 

upon his own Table; and when he found 
them on other Mens, he rarely tafted of 
them. One Difh, anda plain one, was his 
Dinner ; and when invited uvto a Feaft, I 
have feen him fit magnifying of God for 


the Plenty which his People in this Wilder- 
| nefs 






ai el aa ewer ead i pee 
Ee ere 


to Mr. John Eliot. 33 


_nefs were withina few years arifen tos but 
not more than a bit or two of all the Dain- 
ties taken into his own Mouth all the while. 
And fora Supper, he had learned of his 
Loved and Bleffed Patron, old Mr. Cotton, 
either wholly to omit it, or to make a {mall 
fup or two the utmoft of it. The Drink 
which he ftill ufed, was very {mall; he cared 
‘not for Wines or Drams 3 and I believe he 
never once in all his Life knew what it was 
to feel fo much as a noxious fume in his 
head from any of them; good clear Water 
‘was more precious, as well as.more ufual 
with him, than any of thofe Liquors with 
which Men do fo frequently {poil their own 
Healths, while perhaps they drink thofe of 
other Men. When at a Strangers Houfe in 
the Summaer time, he has been entertained 
with a Glafs, which they told him was of 
Water and Wine, he has with a complaifant 
Gravity replied unto this purpofe, Wine, 
4 a noble, generous Liquor, and we fhould be 
umbly thank ful for its but as I remember , 
Vater was made before it! So abftemious was 
ne; and he found , that Carere fuavitaribus 
(lis, his Abftinence had more {weetnefs in 
t, than any of the {weets which he abftain- 
'd from; and fo willing he was to have o- 
hers partake with him in that {weetnefs, 


hat when he has thought the countenance 
| of 
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of a Minifier has look’d , as if he had made 
much of himfelf, he has gone to him with 
that Speech , Study Mortification , Brother! 
Study Mortification! And he made alt his Ad- 
dreffes with a becoming Majefty. 

The Luft of the Eye, was put out by him 
infuch a manner, that it was in a manner all 
one with him to be Rich or Poor. It could 
not be faid of him, That be fought great things 
for bimfelf, but what Eftate he became owner 
of, was from the Blefling of God upon the 
Husbandry and Indufiry of fome in his Fa- 
mily, rather than from any endeavours of his 
own. Once when there {tood feveral Kine of 
his own before his Door, his Wife to try him, 
asked him, :Whofe they were? And the found 
that he knew nothing of them. - He could 
not endure to plunge himfelf into Secular 
Defigns and Affairs, but accounted Sacerdos 
in foro as worthy of.Caftigation, as Mercator 
in Templos he thought that Minifter and 
Market-man were not Unifons; and that the 
Earth was no place for Azron’s Holy Mitre to 
be laid upon. It was the Ufage of moft 
Towns in the Country, to have an Annual 
Rate for the maintenance of the Miniftry, 
adjufted commonly by the Select- men of the 
Towns; which tho it raifed not any exube- 
rant Salaries for the Minifiers, who alfo 
feldom received all that the People had cor- 
tracted 
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tracted fors neverthelefs in many places it 
prevented fore Temptations from befalling 
thofe that were labouring in the Word and 
Dodrine ; who mutt elfe often have expe- 
rienced the Truth of Luther’s Obfervation, 
Duriter profecio & mifere viverunt Evangelit Mi- 
niftri, fev Libera populi contributione effent fu- 
flentandi. However, for his part, he pro- 
pounded that what Stipend he had, fhould 
be raifed by Contribution; and from the 
fame Temper it was, that a few Years be- 
fore his Diffolution,, being left without an 
Affifiant in his Minittry, he preffed his Con- 
gregation to furnith themfelves with another 
Paltor 5 and in his Application to them, he 
told them, °Tis poftble you may think the bur- 
den of maintaining two Minifters may be too heavy 
for you 5 but T'Uldeliver you from that fears 1 do 
bere give back my Salary to the Lord Fefus Chrift 5 
|) and now, Brethren, you may fix that upon any man 
) that God fhall make a Paftor for you. But his 
) Church with an handfom reply, affured him, 
| That they would count his very Prefence 
) worth a Salary, when he fhould be fo fuper- 
}annuated as to do no further Service for 
) them. 

And as for the Pride of Life’, the Life of 
|) it was moft Exemplarily extinguifh’d in him, 
The Humility of his Heart made him Higher 
| by the Head than the reft of the People. His Habit 
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36 The Life and Death 
and Spirit were both fuch as declared him to 
be among the Lowly, whom God has moft 
Refpect unto. His Apparel was without any 
Ornament, except that of Humility, which 
the Apofile Elegantly compares to a Knot of 
comely Ribbons, in the Text where he bids 
us to be Cloathed with its any other flant- 
ing Ribbons on thofe that came in his way, 
he would ingenioufly animadvert upon ; and 
{eeing {ome Scholars once, he thought, a lit- 
tle too gaudy in their Cloaths, Humiliamini, 
Fuvenes , Humiliamini, was his immediate 
Complement untothem. Had you feen him 
with his Leathern Girdle (for fuch a one he. 
wore) about bis Loins, you would almoft have 
thought what Herod fear’d, That John Bap- 
tift was come to Life again. n fhort, he was 
in all regards , 4 Nazarite indeed; unlefs in 
this one, that long Hair was always very 
loathfome to him; he was an acute Ramift s 
but yet he profeffed himfelf a Lover of a 
Trichocomy. Doubtlefs, it may be lawful for 
us to accommodate the length of our Hair 
to the modeft Cuftoms which vary in the 
Churches of God: and it may be lawful for 
them that have not enough of their own Hair 
for their own Health, to fupply themfelves 
according to the fober Modes of the Places 
where they live. But the Apoftle tells us, Na- 
ture teacbes us, that if a Man bave long Hair , 
"tis 
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tis a fhame to bim; where, by Nature can be 
meant, no other than, The difference of Sex s 
as the word elfe-where is ufed. 

Thus Mr. Eliot thought, that for Men to 
wear their Hair with a luxurious, delicate, 
teeminine Prolixity ; or for them to preferve 





Ino plain DiftinGion of their Sex, by the 


Hair of their Head and Face; thd much 
more, for Men thus to disfigure themfelves 


\vith Hair that is none of their own; and 


moft of all, for Minifters of the Gofpel to 
raffle it in Excefles of this kind, may prove 
more than we are well aware difpleafing to 
‘he Holy Spirit of God. 1 know not whe- 
ther that horrible Diftemper. prevailing in 
ome European Countries, known by the 
Name of Plica Polonica, wherein the Hair of 
eople matted into ugly and filthy Forms, 














like Snakes upon their Heads, which who- 





oever cut off, prefently fell Blind or Mad ; 
fay, I know not whether this Difeafe was 






‘Inore odious in it felf, than the {weeter, 
eater, but prolix Locks of many People 






were to our Eliot. He was indeed one prifeis 





|roribus,as well as Antigua fine ; and he might 
Ihe allowed fomewhat even of feverity i in tity 






natter-on that account. 
My Reader fhall have a touch or two; 
rom a Manu(cript of his, which I have in 
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38 The Life and Death 


and infuperable Lujt of long Hair. He thus 
argues. 

‘°Tis a Sin for a Man to do that whereof 
“he hath caufe to be afhamed. Prov. 14. 24. 
Rom. 6.21. 

‘ But it isa fhame for a Man to wear long 
‘Hair, 1 Cor.11.14. Therefore ’tis a Sin. 

© Obj. It was then fo; but now ’tis a Fa- 
‘ fhion and Glory to do otherwife. 

" Anf. Nature is the fame now as then, 
‘Unchangeable. It {peaks as loud now as it 
“did then; only our Ears are fo covered with 
“ Locks, that we cannot hear it. 

‘Again, Long Hair on the Head, and no. 
‘ Hair on the Face, is the Habit of a Woman, 
“1Core 11.16. But it isa finful Abomination 
‘for a Man to wear the Habit of a Woman. 
* Deut. 22.5. 

‘ Therefore ’tis a finful Abomination for a 
‘ Man to wear long Hair on his Head, and 
“no Hair on his Face. 

With thefe, and many other fuch Perfua- 
fions did he endeavour to obviate the Luxury 
which he faw the Times degenerating apace 
into; and he added hereunto his own Ex- 
ample, asa continual and effe4tual Sermon 


again{t what he thought was to be condem- 
ned in the World. 


ARTI-. 








* 


of Mr. John. Eliot. 


he By Lil, C.LoE +1, 
His Exquifite Charity. 


| _E that will write of Eliot, muft write 
of Charity, or {ay nothing. His Cha- 
|}xicy was a Star of the firft- Magnitude in the 
bright Conftellation of his Virtues; and the 
ays of it were wonderfully various and ex- 
tenfive. 
_ His Liberality to pious Ufes, whether 
publick or private, went much beyond the 
Proportions of his little Eftate in the World. 
Many hundreds of Pounds did he freely be- 
{tow upon the Poor; and he would with a 
very forcible importunity prefs his Neigh- 
Jbours to joyn with him in fuch Beneficences. 
“Twas a marvellous Alacrity with which he 
embraced all opportunities of Relieving any 
that were miferable: And the good People 
of Roxbury doubtlefs cannot remember. (but 
the Righteous God will) how often, and 
}}with what Ardors, with what Arguments, 
Whe became a Beggar to them for Collections 
jin their Affemblies, to fupport fuch needy 
Objeéts as had fallen under his Obferva- 
Nition. The Poor counted him their Father, 
and repaired ftill unto him, with a filial 
Confidence in their Neceffitics; and they 
i. were 
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were more than feven or eight , or indeed, 
than fo many fcores, who received their 
Portions of his Bounty. Like that Worthy 
and Famous Englifh General, he could not 
perfuade himfelf, That be had any thing but 
what be gave away, but he drove a migh- 
ty Trade at fuch Exercifes at he thought 
would furnifh him with Bills of Exchange, 
which he hoped after many days to find the 
comfort of ; and yet after all, he would 
fay, like one of the moft Charitable Souls 
that ever lived in the World , That looking 
over bis Accounts , he could no where find the 
God of Heaven charged a Debtor there. He 
did not put off his Charity, to be put in 
his Laft Will, as many who therein fhew 
that their Charity is againft their will; but 
he was his own Adminiftrator; he made 
his own Hands his Executors, and his own 
Eyes his Overfcers. It has been Remark’d, 
That Liberal men are often Long-liv’d 
men; fo do they after many days find the 
Bread with which they have been willing 
to keep other Men alive. The great Age 
of our Eliot was but agreeable to this Re- 
marks and when his Age had unfitted 
him’ for almoft all Employments, and be- 
reaved him of thofe Gifts and Parts which 
once he had been Accomplifhed with, be- 
ing asked , How he did? He would fome- 
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times anfwer, Alas, 1 have loft every thing 5 
my Underftanding leaves me, my Memory fails 
me, my Urterance fails mes but I ibank God 
my Charity holds ont (tills I find that rather 
grows than fails! And 1 make no queftion , 
| That at his Death, his happy Soul was re- 
ceived and welcomed into the Everlatting 
Habitations, by many {cores got thither be- 
fore him, of {uch as his Charity had ‘been 
liberal unto, 

But befides thefe more fubitantial Expref- 
(ions of his Charity, he made the Odours 
jjof that Grace yet more fragrant unto all 
\ithat were about him, by that Pitifulnefs, 

and that PeacefulnefS, which rendred him 
yet further Amiable. 
ourhood were 
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dreds of Sick , and’ Weak , and Maimed 
People owed praifes to God for the Benefit 
which therein they freely received of her. 
The good Gentleman, her Husband, would 
ftill be cafting Oyl into the Flame of that 
Charity, wherein fhe was of her own ac- 
cord abundantly forward, thus to. be doing 
of good unto all; and he would urge her to 
he ferviceable unto the worft Enemies that 
he had in the World. Never had any Man 
fewer Enemies than he! But once having — 
delivered fomething in his. Minifity which 
difpleafed one of his Hearers, the Man did 
pailionately abufe him for it, and this both 
with Speeches and..with Writings that re- 
viled him. “Yet it happening, not long af- 
ter, that this man gave him(clf a very 
dangerous Wounds Mr. Eliot immediately _ 
fends his Wife to cure him; who did ac- 
cordingly. When the, man was well 5: 
he came to thank her; but fhe took no 
Rewards; and this good man made him 
fay and. eat with him, taking no notice 
of all. the Calumnies with which he had) 
loaded him; but by this carriage he ftrange- 
ly mollified and conquered the Stomach of. 
his Reviler. | 

‘He was alfo.a great Enemy to all Contens) 
tion, and. would ring a loud Courfeu-Bell. 
wherever he faw the Fires of Animofity 

7 When 
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When he’ heard any Miniltérs’ complain , 
that fuch anid fitch in their Flocks were too 
dificult for them, the {train of ‘his Anfwet 
--ftill-was, Brother, Compafs them! and Bro- 
ther, learn the meanitig'of thofe three little world, 
Bear, Forbear, Forgive.’ Yea, his inclirjati= 
| Ons for’ Peace, indeed’; fometimes ‘almoft 
made him to facritice Right it ff. When 
there was laid before an Affembly of Mini- 
‘fiers, a bundle of Papers which contained 
) certain Matters of Difference and Conten- 
1) tio: bétween fore People, whith our Eliot 
thought thould ‘rather unite,’ with-aw Am- 
mety upon all their former Quarrels ; he 

} (with fome imitation of what Conftantine did 
upon the like occafion ) haftily threw the 
yE apers into the Fire before them all, and 
witha Zealfor Peace, as hot ds that Fire: 
Haid immediately , “Brethren 5 ‘wonder foe dz 
what. T have dine, 1 did’ it-on my Knees this 
Morning before’ F came among you. Such an 
pexcets (iP it were one) flow’d from his cha- 
Witable Inclinations, to be found among 
tthofe Peace-makers » which by followino 
the Example of that Man who is our Peace, 
}Fome to be called, Ihe Children of God, Ve. 
‘Y¥ worthily might he be called an Treneus . 
bis being all for Peace; and the Commen- 
)ation which Epiphenins gives unto the An- 
})'snt of that Name , did belong unto our 
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44 The Life and Death 


Eliot; he was a moft Bleffed and a mot Holy 
Man. He ditliked all forts of Bravery; but 
yet with an ingenious Note upon the Greek, 
word in Col. 3.15. he propounded, That 
peacesmight brave it among us. In (hort, where- 
ever he came, he was like another old Fubu, 
with folemn and earneft perfuafives to Love; 
and when he could fay little elfe, he would 
give that Charge, My Children, love one ano- 
ther ! | 
Finally, *twas his Charity which difpo- 
{ed him to continual Apprecations for, and. 
BenediGions on thofe that he met withal ; 
he had an heart full of good Withes, anda 
mouth full of kind Bleffings for them. And 
he often made his Exprelions very wittily, 
agrecable to the Circumttances which he faw 
the Perfons in. Sometimes when he came 
into a Family, he would. call for all the, 
young People in it, that fo he might very di- 
ftin@ly lay his holy Hands upon every one 
of them, and befpeak the Mercies of Heaven 
for them all. 
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Some Special Attainments , that were the Effects 
of bis Piety and Charity. 


UT what was the Effect of this Exem- 
| plary Pietyand Charity in our Elios ? 
} I: will be no wonder,to my Reader, if I tell 
) him, That this good man walked in the light 
) of God's Counterance all the day long. I believe 
) he had a continual affurance of the Divine 
) Love, marvelloufly Sealing, Strengthning, 
) and Refrefhing of him, for many Luftres of 
» Years hefore he dy’ds and for this caufe the 
) fear of Death was extirpated out of his Hea- 
| venly Soul, more than out of moft men alive. 
| Had our Bleffed Jefus at any time fent his 
| Waggons to fetch this old. Fzcob away, he 
‘| would have gone without the leaft ReluGtan- 
\ cies. Labouring once under a Fever and 
) Ague, a Vifitant asked him how he did? And 
jhe replied, Very well, but anon Texted a pa- 
jroxyfm. Said the Vilitant, Sir, fear nor, but 
‘junto that he anfwered, Fear! No, no, 1 been’t 
afraid, thank GodyT been’t afraid t0 dye! Dy- 
Jing would not have been any more to him, 
(than Sleeping toa weary man. 
And another Excellency, which accom- 
‘ypanied this Courage and Comfort in him, 
C 3 Was, 

































































































































































46 he Life ata Deaiva 
was, A wonderful refignation to the Will of God 
in all Events. There were fore Afflictions 
that fometimes befel him, efpecially when 
he followed fome of his hopeful and worthy 
Sons, two or three delirable Preachers of the 
Gofpel, to their Graves. But he facrificed 
them, like another Abraham , with fuch 4 
facred indifferency, as made all the Spe¢ta- 
tors to fay, This could not be done without the 
Fear of God. Yea, he bore all his Trials with 
anadmirable patience ;.and feemed loth to 
have any willof hisown, that fhonld not be 
wholly melted and moulded into.the Will of 
his Heavenly Father. Once being ina Boat 
at Sea, a larger Veffel uinhappily over-run, 
and over-fet that little one, which had no 
(mall. concerns, becaufe Eliot’s, in the bot= 
tom of it; immediately funk without any 
expeétation of ever going, to Heaven any o- 
ther way 3 and when he imagined» that-he 
had. but one breath more to draw in the 
World, it was this, The Wiil of the Lord be 
done! But ic was the will of the Lord that he 
fhould furvive the danger, for he was refcu- 
ed by the help that was then at hands and 
he that had long been like Mofes in every 
thing elfe, was now drawn out of the Waters: 
Which gives me opportunity to mention one 
Remarkable that had fome relation hereun- 
(0. This accident happened in the time of, 
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our Indian Wars, when fome furious Englifh 
People that clamoured for the Extirpation 
Of the Praying Indians, which were in Sub- 
jection unto us, as well as the Pagan Indians 
that were in Hoftility againft us, vented’a 
very wicked Rage at our holy Eliot, becaufe 
of his concernment for the Indians; and one 
profane Monfter hearing how  natrowly 
Mr. Eliot ef{cap’d from drowning, with’d (as 
Tam credibly informed) that this Man of 
God had been drowned. But within a few 
days, that woful man by a ftrange difafter 
was drowned in that very place, where Mr. 
Eliot had rezeived his Deliverance. 

There was indeed a certain health of Soul 
which he arrived unto; and he kept in a 
bleffed meafure clear of thofe Diftempers 
which too often diforder the moft of men. 
But the God of Heaven favoured him with 
fomething that was yet more extraordinary! 
By getting and keeping near toGod, and by 
dwelling under the fhadow of the Almigh- 
ty, he contracted a more exquilite {.nfe of 
mind, than what is ufual among other Pro- 
) feffors of Chriftianity ; he fometimes felt a 
} lively touch of God upon his refined and 
exalted Spirit, which were not in any Paper 
| of ours lawful or eafy to be uttered; and 
he was admitted unto a fingular Familiari- 
)) ty with the Hyly One of Ifrael. Hence ’twas, 


C 4 that 
















































































































































































































































43 The Life and Death 
that as Bodies of a rare and fine Conftitution 
will fore-bode the changes of the Weather ; 
fo the fudlimed Soul of our Eliot often had 
ftrange fore-bodings of things that were to 
come. I have been aftonifhed at fome of 
his PrediGtions, that were both of a more 
perfonal, and of a more general Applicati- 
en, and were follow’d with exact Accom- 
plifhments. If he {aid of any Affair, F can- 
not blefs it! it was a worfe Omen to it than 
the molt inavfpicious Prefages in the World ; 
but fometimes, after he had been with God 
about a thing, he was able fuccefsfully to 
foretel, I bave fet a mark upon tt, it will do well! 
t fhall never forget, That when England and 
Hilland were plunged into the unhappy 
War, which the more fenfible Proteftants 
every where had but forrowful Apprehenfi- 
ons of, our Eliot being in the height and 
heat of the War, privately asked, What News 
we might look for next ? Anfwered, unto the - 
furprize of the Enquirer, Our next News will 
be, a Peace between the two Proteftant Nations ; 
God knows, I pray for it every Day; aud Lam 
verily perfmadcd we fall bear of it {pzedily! and 
it came to pafs accordingly, 

It is to be confeffed , That the written 
Word of God is to be regarded as the per- 
fect and only Rule of our Lives 5 that in all 
Articles of Religion, if Men Jpeak not accord- 

ing 
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ing to this wordy: there is no light in thems and 
that it is no warrantable or convenient thing 
for Chriftians to look for fuch Infpirations 

as direéted the Prophets that. were the Pen- 
men of the Scriptures., Neverthelefs, theres 
i] are {ome uncommon Initances of Commu- 
-nion and Fruition, which in our days, the 
Soveraign God: here. and -there: favours a 
good Man withal; and they are very Hea- 
venly Perfons, Perfons well puritr’d from 
the. Fwcul:neies of Senfuality , and Perfons 
better purged from the Leaven of Envy and 
Malice, and intollerable Pride, than ufually 
thofe vain pretenders to Revelations , the 
Quakers are, that are made partakers of thefe 
Divine Dainties. Now fach a one was our 
) Elict 5 and for this, worthy 20 be bad in ever= 
\lafting Remembrance. | 
} Fe would not be improperjunder.this- File; 
to lodge the fingular and furprizing Succef- 
fes. of this Prayers!. for they were fuch, that 
Jin our Difireffes we ftill repair’d unto him, 
Nunder that encouragement,. He is a Prophet, 
jand be fhall pray for thee, and thou halt live. 
rt fhall fingle out but one, from the many 
| that might be mentioned: There was a god- 
ty Gentleman of Charlftown, one Mr. Foffer, 
‘who, with his Son, was taken Captive by 
| \Turkifh Enemies: Much Prayer was made, 
both privately and publickly, by the good 
i A C5 People: 
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People here, for the Redemption of ‘that 
Gentleman; but we were at lait informed, 
that the Bloody Prince, in whofe Domini- 
ons he was now a Slave, was refolved that 
in-his Life-time no Prifoner fhould be releaf- 
eds and fo the difireffed Friends of this 
Prifoner, now ‘concluded ; Our Hope is loft ? 
Well, upon this,» Mr. Eliot in fome of his 
next Prayers, before a very folemn Congre- 
gation, very broadly bege’d , Heavenly Fa- 
ther, work for the Redemption of thy poor Servant 
Fofters and if the Prince which detains him will 
not, asthey fay, difmifs bim as long as bimfelf 
lives, Lord, we pray thee to kill shat cruel Prince 5 


kill bim, and glorify thy felf upon him. And 


now, behold the anfwer: The poor capti- 


vated: Gentleman quickly returns tovus that 
had been Mourning for him as a‘lott Man, 
and brings us News, that the Prince which 
had hitherto held him, ‘was come to an-un+ 
timely Death, by which means he was now 


fet at Liberty. Thus we now know, That 


@ Prophet bas been among us ! 
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Eu taRual act: 
Or, Eliot 4s 4 Miniffer. 


AR TICLE I. 
His Minifterial Accomplifhments. 


HE Grace of God, which we have 
| feen fo Iluftrioufly Endowing and 
Adorning of our Eliot, as well qualiti’?d him 
for, as difpos’d him to the Employment 
wherein he f{pent about Six Decads of his 
Years 3; which was, The Service of the Lord 
) Jefus Chrift, in the Miniftry of the Gofpel.. This 
was the Work to which he appli’d himfelf; 
and he undertook it, I believe, with as 
right Thoughts of it, and as good Ends in 
) it, as ever any Man in our days was acted 
N with. He look’d upon the Condud of a 
| Church, asa thing no lefs Dangerous than 
) Important, and attended with fo many Dif- 
| ficulties , Temptations , and Humiliations, 
ds that nothing but « Call from the Son of 
God, could have encouraged him unto the 
Sufception of it. He faw that Fleth on 

| loo 
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Blood would find it novery pleafant thing to 
be oblig’d unto the over-fight of a number, 
that by a folemn Covenant fhould be lifted 
among the Voluntiers of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift; that ic was no eafy thing to feed 
the Souls of fuch a People, and of the Chil- 
dren, and the Neighbours, which were tabe 
brought into the fame Sheepfold with them; 
to bear their manners with all patience, not 
being by any of their Infirmitics difcouraged 
from Teaching of them, and from Watch- 
ing and Praying over them; to value them 
highly as the Flock which God has purchafed 
with bis own Blood, notwithftanding all their 
mi(carriages 5 and. in all to examine the 
Rule of Scripture for the warrant of what- 
ever {hall be done; and to. remember. the 
Day of Judgment, wherein an account 
mutt be given. of all that has been done; ha- 
ving inthe mean time no expetation of the 
Ruiches and Grandeurs. which accompany a 
worldly Domination. It was herewithal- 
his Opinion, That (as the Great Owen €x- 
preffes. it). notwith{tanding all ibe Countenance 
thatis given to any Church vy the Publick Mini- 
firy,. yet. whillt we are in this World, thofe who 
will faithfully difcharge their Duty, as Minifters 
of the Gofpel, fall have need to be prepared for 
Sufferings 5 and it was ina fenfe of thefe. 
things that he gave himfelf up to the Sacred, 
Miniftry. 
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Miniftry. A ftranger to Regeneration can 
| be but poorly accomplifhed for fuch a Mini- 
firy; and however God may profper the 
Sermons of fuch a Man for the advantage 
of his Church: However the building of 
| the Ark may be help’d on by fuch Carpen- 
] ters as perifh in the Flood, and the Tyrians 
] may do fome work about the Temple, who 
| arrive to no Worfhip in the Inner-Courts 
] thereof; and as Aujtin expreffed it, a Stone- 
cutter may convey Water into a Garden, 
without having himfelf any advantage of it 5 
-neverthelefs, the unfanctit’d Miniter, how 
gifted ; how able foever he. may be, muft 
have it ftill faid unto him, The lackeft one 
thing! and that one thing our Eliot had. But 
the one thing was notall!.as, indeed, it would 

not have been enough. God furnifhed him 
witha good meature of Learning too, which 
|] made him capable to divide the W wd aright. 
| He was a moft acute Grammarian, and un- 
li derftood very well the Languages which 
God firft wrote his Holy Bible in. He had 
2 fharp infight into all the other Liberal 
Arts, and made little Syftiems of them-for 
the ufe of certain Indians; whofe. exacter 
i Education he was defirous of. But, above 

all, he had a moft Eminent Skill in Theology 

and that which profane Scoffers reproach’d 
jas the difgrace of the bleffed Alsing , all of 
whole 






































































































































$4 The Exfe and Death 
whofe Works always weigh down the pureft : 
Gold, was the honour of our Eliot, namely, 
to be Scripiurarius Theologus, or, one mighty in 
the Words; which enabled him to convince 
Gainfayers,and on all occafions to fhow him- 
felf a'thorowgh Divine, and a Workman that 
needed not be afbamed. 

In fhort, he came like another Bazaleel, or 
Aboliab, unto the Service of the Tabernacle. 
And from one particularity in that part of 
his Learning which lay in the Affairs of the 
Tabernacle, it was, that ina little Book of 
his, we have thofe Lines, which for a cer- 
tain caufe Tnow tranfcribe: Ob that the Lord 
would put it (Lays he) into the heart of fome of 
his Religious and Learned Servants, to take fuch 
pains about the Hebrew Language, as to fit it 
for univer{al' ufe* Confidering , that above all 
Languages {peken by the Lip of Man, it is moft 
capable to be enlarged, and fitted to’ exprefs all 
Things, and Motions, and Notions, that our Ha- 
mane Intellect is capable of in this Mortal Lifes. 
confidering alfo,that it is the Invention of God hime 
felf 5 and what one ‘is fitter to be the Univerfal 
Language, than that which i pleafed our Lord 
Fefus to make ufe of, when 'be fpake from Heaven 


unto Paul? 
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His Family- Government. 


PSYCHE Apofile Peal, reciting and requiring 
| -& the Qualifications of aGofpel Minifter, 
gives order, That bebe the Husband of one Wife, 

_ and one that ruleth well his oven boufe, baving his 

| Children in fubjeEtion with all gravity. \tfeems 
_ that-a man’s carriage in his own Houfeiis a 
- partjor at leaft a fign of hisdue Deportment 
inthe Houle of God; and then,I am furé,our 

_ Eliot’s was very Exeniplary. That one Wife, 
which was given to him truly from the Lard, 
he loved, prized, cherifhed, with a Kindnefs 
that’ notably reprefented the Compaffion 
which he ( thereby)’ taught his Church to 
_expett from the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and afé 

} ter he had ‘lived’ with her for more than half 
i) an hundred ycars, he followed her to the 
Grave, with Lamentations beyond thofe 
which the Jems from the Figure of a Letter 
in the Text affirm, that Abrabam deplored 
his'aged Sarab with 3 her departure made a 
deeper Impreffion upon’ him,’ than what.a- 
‘hy common AijHi@ion could. His whole 
Converfation with her had that fweetnefs, 

} and that gravity and modefty beautifying of 
| it, that every one called them Zachary and 
t. Elizabeth. 









































































































































60 8 = hk he Life aua-Death 
Elizabeth. His Family wasa little Bethel, 
for the Worfhip of God conftantly and ex- 
actly maintained in it ; and unto the daily 
Prayers of the Family , his manner was to 
prefix the reading of the Scripture ; which 
being done, ’twas-alfo bis, manner to: make 
his young People to chufe.a certain paflage 
in the Chapter, and give him fome Obfer- 
vations of their own upon it... By this me- 
thod he did mightily fharpen and improve, 
as well.as try their Undertlandings, and en- 
deavour to'make them. wife unto Salvation. 
He. was likewife very fixiG in the Education 
of his Children, and more careful. to mend 
any Error in their Hearts and Lives, than he 
could have been to cure a blemifh in their 
Bodies. . No Exorbitancies or Extravagan- 
cies could find a room under his Roof nor 
was his Houfe any other than a School of Pie- 
ty; one might have, there {een a perpetual 
mixture of a Spartan and a Chrijtian: Ditci- 


pline. Whatever decay there might be upon. 


Family- Religion among, us, as for our Eliot , 
me knew bim, that he would. command his Chil- 
dren, and bis Houfhold after bim, that they fhould 
keep the way of the Lord. 
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ARTICLE IIL 
His way of Preaching. 


aU ch washe in his leffer Family! and in his 
JX ereater Family he manifefted ftill more 
of his regards to the Rule of a Gofpel-Mini- 
Airy. To his Congregation,he was a Preacher 
that made it his care to give every one their Meat 
in due feafon, Yt was Food and not Froth, 
which in his Publick Sermons he entertained 
ithe Souls of his People with;he did not ftarve 
them with empty and windy Speculations,or 
}with fuch things as Animum non dant, quia non 
babent. His way of Preaching was very plain, 
fo that the very Lambs might wade into his 
Difcourfes on thofe Texts and Themes 
wherein Elephants might {wim ; and here- 
}withal it was very powerful,his Delivery was 
Jalways very graceful and grateful ; but when 
he was to ufe Reproofs and Warnings againft 
Wany Sin, his Voice would rife into a warmth 
which had in it very much of Energy as well 
is Decency; he would brandifh the Swords, 
jind found the Trumpets of God againft all 
Wice,with a moft penetrating Livelinefs,and 
make his Pulpit another Mount Sinai,for the 
lathes of Lightning therein difplai’d againtt 
jhe breaches of the Law given upon that 
burning 
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burning Mountain. And, ¥ obferved, that there 
was ulually a {pecial fervour in the Rebukes 
which he beftow’d upon Carnality, a carnal 
Frame and Life in Profeffors of Religion ; 
when he was to brand the Earsthly- minded- 
nefs of Church-Members, and the Allowance 
and the Indulgence which they often gave un- 
to themfelves in fenfual Delights here he was 
aright Boanerges; he then fpoke, as twas {aid 
one of the Ancients did, Quot verba tot Ful- 
mina, as many Thunderbolts as Words. 


I¢ was another property of his Preaching, | 


that there was evermore much of Chrift in 
it 5 and with Paul he could fay; Idetermined 
to know nothing but Fefus Chrift; having that 


Bleffed Name in his Difcourfes, with a fre-. 


quency like that with which Paz] mentions it 
in his Epiftles. As twas noted of Dr. Bodly, 





that whatever Subje&t he were upon in the | 


Application, fill his Ufe of it would be to 


drive Men unto the Lord Fefus Chrift; in like 
manner, the Lord Jefus Chrift was the Load-_ 


{tone which gave a touch to all the Sermons 


of our Eliot; a glorious,precious, lovely Chrift 
was the point of Heaven which they ftill verg- 
ed unto: From this Inclination it was, that 
altho he printed feveral Englifh Books before 


hedy’d, yet his Heart feemed not fo much in” 


any of them, asin that ferious and favoury 
Book of his Intituled, Zhe Harmony of the Go- 


{pels, 
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pels, inthe Holy Hiffory of Felix Chri. From 
Renct alfo twas that he would give that Ad- 
vice to young Preachers, Pray Jet there be much 
of Chrift ia your Minifry; and when he had 
neard a Seimon which had any fpecial relith 
{pf ableffed Jefusinit, he would fay thereup- 
ipo, O bleffed be God.that we have Chrift fo much, 
Nerd fo well preached in poor New- England! 
}} Moreover, he lik’d no Preaching but what 
}pad been well-ftudied for; and he would ve- 
ry much commend ‘a Sermon which he could 
perceive had required fome good Thinking and 
Reading in the Author of it. J have been prée- 
rent when he has unto a Preacher then juft 
;:ome home from the Affembly with him,thus 
expreffed ‘himfelf, ‘Brother, there was Oyl requi- 
ved for the Service of the Sanctuary 3 but it mult 
We beaten'Oyl 's I praife God that I (aw your Oyl 
Yowell bedtenn to days the Lord ‘help us always 
by good fiudy'to beat our Oyl, that there may beno 
<nots tn our Sermons left tindiffolved, and that 
there may a clear light be thereby given in the Houfe 
(pf God! And yet he likewife look’d for fome- 
thing ina Sermon befide and beyond the meer 
hudy of Man; he was for having the Spirit 
pf God breathing in it, and with it; and he 
) was for {peaking thofe things from thofe Im- 
)preffions, and with thofe Affeétions, which 
| aight compel the Hearer to fay, The Spirit of 
\God was bere! 1 have heard him complain , 
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Iisa fad thing when.a Sermon fhall have that |, 


one thing, the Spirit of God, wanting in it. 





AcFurDiliGsl E salve. 
Fis Cares absut the Children of bis People. 


UT he remembred that he had Lambs | 


in his Flock, and like another David he 
could not endure to fee the Lion feize upon 


any of them. He always had a mighty concern 


upon his mind for.little Children; twas.an_ 


affectionate firoke in. one of the little Papers 
which he pudlifhed for them, Sure Chréft is 


not willing 10 Life bis Lambs ; and 1 have caufe, 


to remember with what. an hearty, fervent, 
zealous Application he. addrefs’d him(felf, 
when in the Name of the Neighbour Paftors 


and Churches he gave me. the right band of 
Fellowship at my Ordination, and faid, . Brother, 


Art thoua lover of the Lord Fefus Chrift ?, Then, 
I pray, Feed bis Lambs. 

One thing whereof he was very defirous 
for poor Children, was the Covenanting of 
them; he was very folicitous that the Lambs 
might pafs under the Lord’s Tything Rod, 
and be brought under the Bond of the Covenant. 
He very cpenly and earneftly maintained the 
Caufe of Infant-Bzptifm,. againtt a fort of 

thik Perfons 
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| 
Penpas rifen fince the Reformation, (among 
which indeed there. are many Godly Men, 
jithat were dear to the Soul of our Eliot) who 
forget that in the Gofpel Church-State, as 
well.as in the Femifh, the Promife is to Belie- 
vers-and their.Children; and are unwilling’ to 
reckon Children-among the Difciples of Je- 
lus Chrift,or to grant , That of fuch is the 
Kingdom of Heaven: or to know, That the 
moit undoubted Records of Antiquity afirm 
Infant-Baptifm to have been an ufage in all the 
Primitive Churches: That even before the 
jiearly days of Nazianzen, Chryfoftom, Bafil, A- 
Whhanafius , Epipbanius in the Greek, and Am- 
WProfe, Ferom, Aujtin in the Latin Church, all 
Vpf which give glorious Teft:monies for Infant-- 
WWBaptifm 5 .even Cyprian, before thefe, affures 
i})s, that,in his days there was no doubt of it; 
and.Origen before him could fay, “Iwas from 
1) 4e Apoftles that the Church took up the Baptifm 
Pf Infants 5 and Clemens Romanus before him 
ould fay , That Children fhould be Recipients 
if the Difcipline of Chrift ; befides what plain 
>vidence we have in Ireneus and Fuftin Mar- 
yrjand that the very Arguments with which 
ome of the-Ancients did fuperftitioufly ad- 
Wife the delay of Baptifm, do at the fame time 
‘confefs the Divine Right of Infants in it. Our 
| Eliot could by no means look upon the Infants 
))of Godly Men as unholy, and Unbelievers F 
|| an 
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and unfit Subjects to have upoh them a Mark 
of Dedication to the Lord.) ak; 


Wherefore, when there was brought a- | 





! 
( 


| 


mong us'a Book of pious Mr. Norcot’s;whetes 


by.fome became Difpofed:to, or Confirmed | 
in;acprejudice-againit Pedo-Baptifm, it was | 


( 


net long, before Mr. Eliot ~publithed a titel | 


Anfwet.thereanto; the firtt Lines! whereof 
prefently difcover what'a Temper he writ i¢ 


with 5 fayshe, The Book {peaks with the Voice’ : 


of thé Lamb;, and I shink the Author is a Godly, 


taq\ Erving | Brother's: but be ats she caufeof a 


voarig Lion, who by all crafty ways’ eeketh to 
devour the poor Lambsoof the Flick of Obrits' 
And {o-he gocson toplead the Gaufe of them 


that cannot {peak for themfelyes. No man’ 


could entertain a Perfon of a different per=’ 
fwalion from himfelf; with more fweetnel’ 


and, kindne(s than he; when he faw whignid® 


Cbrijti,ox the Kear of God prevailing in thems’ 


he could uphold amoftsintimate Correfpon- - 


dence with fuch a man asiMr. -Fefey, as long: 


as he lived; and yet he knew how to be an? 


Hammer upon their unhappy-Etrors, 


But.having once: Baptized the Children of" 
his. Cowenanting Neighbours, he did not as" 
too many Minifters: do, think that he had” 


now done with them. No, another thing 
wherei jue was very laborious for poor Chil- 


dren was, the Catechifing of thems he 


kept 
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| of Mr. John Eliot. 
kept up the great Ordinance of Catechifi ing, 
both publickly and ~-privately , and fpent in 


| it a world of time. About the end of the 
|| Second Century, before there had in the leaft 





begun to ftart. up new Officers in the Church 
of God, we find that there were Perfons cal- 


Hed unto the Office of Publick Téacbing, ‘who 


were not Paftors,not Rulers, nor called unto 
the Adminiftration of other Ordinances 5 
thofe in the Church of Alexandria, were of a 
{pecial Remark ang Renown for their Abili- 
ties this way3/and their Employment was to 


|) Explain and to Defend the Principles of the 


))Chriftian Religion ,. unto all with whom 
‘i they couldbe concerned: ‘Here was the Ca- 
I techifi, with reference unto whom the Apo- 
! ftle ays, Let the Catechifed communicate unto 


him in ali good things. Now, tho fome think, 


a Teacher, purely.as {uch, hath no Right 


into further Church: Adminiftrations, any 


}more than the Rabbies and Doctors among 


i 
} 
| 
fi 
) | 


! 


{ithe Jews, had to offer Sacrifices in the Temple 5 
yet he who is called to be a Teacher, may at 


the fame time alfo be called to be an Elders 
and being now a Teaching Elder, he be- 
comes interefled in the whole Government 
of the Church, he has the power of all Sa- 
cred Adminittrations. Tis the latter and 





more compleat and perfe@ Character,which 


the Churches of New-England have ftil ac- 


knowledged 










































































































































6 4 he Life and Death 


knowledged in their Teachers ; and fuch a ’ 
Teaching-Elder did) our Eliot remember | 


himfelf to.be.. He thought himfelf under a 
particular Obligation to be that Officer, 
which the Apotile calls in 1 Cor. 4.15. An 
Lnftrucior of the young ; nor was he afhamed, 
any more than fome of the worthielt Men 
among the Ancients were, to be called, A 


Catechift. He would obferve upon Fobn 21. | 


15. That, the care of the Lambs is one third part 


of the charge over the Church of God. It would | 


be incredible, if J thould relate what pains 
he took to keep up the bleffed Eccho’s of 


Truth between himfelf, and the young Peo- . 


ple of his Congregation; and what pru- 


dence he ufed, in fuiting of his Catechifms | 


to the age and ftrength of his little Cate- 


chumens. But one thing I mutt obferve, 
which is, that altho there may be, (as one , 


has computed.) no lefs than tive hundred 
Catechifms extant; yet Mr. Eliot gave him- 
felf the Travel of adding to their number,by. 
compoting of fome furtherCatechifms,which 
were more particularly defigned as an An- 
tidote for his own People, againft the Con- 
tagion of fuch Errors as might threaten any 
peculiar danger to them. And the effect and 
fuccefs of this Catechifing, bore proportion 
to the indefatigable Induttry with which he 
profecuted it; it is a well-principled People 

that 
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that he has left behind him. As when certain 
Jefuits were {ent among the Waldenfes to core 
tupt their Children,they returned with much 
Difappointment and Confution, becaufe the 
Children of feven yearsoid, were well. prin- 
cipled enough to encounter the moft Learned 
of them all; fo,if any Seducers were let loofe 
to wolve it among the good People of Rox= 
bury, 1am confident, they would find as lit- 
tle Prey in that well-infiru@ted Place,as in any 
part of all the Country 5 no Civil Penalties 
Wiwould fignify fo much to fave any People 
‘from the Snares of bufy. Hereticks, as the 
|jenweared Catechizing of one Elist has done 
‘}ito preferve his People from the gangreen of 
hl Opinions, 
There is a third Inftance of his Regards to 
he welfare of the poor Children under his 
charge; and that is, his perpetual Refolution 
sad Activity to fupporta good School in the 
own that belong’d untohim. A Grammar- 
school he would always have upon the place 
Whatever it cofthim; and he importun’d all 
cher Places to have the like. Yean’t forget 
reArdour with which I once heard him pray 
1 aSynod of thefe Churches, which metat 
ofton, to confider, How the mifcarriages which 
pyere among us might be prevented ; I fay, with 
{What fervor he uttered an Expreffion to this 
rpole ; Lord, for Schools every where among 
| us! 
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us! That our Schools may flonrifh! That every 
Member of this Affembly, may go bome and procure | 
a good School to be encouraged in the Town where 
he lives! that before we dye, we may be fo bappy 
as to fee a good School encouraged in every Planta- 
sion of the Country. God {o bleffed his endea- 
yours, that Roxbury could not live quietly 
without a Free-School inthe Town; and the 
iffuc of it has been one thing,which has made 
me almoft put the Title of Schola Illuftris up- 
that little Nurfery; that is, That Roxbury 
has afforded more Scholars, firft for the Col- 
lege, and then for the Publick, than any 
Town of its bignefs ; or, if I miftake not, ° 
of twice its bignefs in all New England. From ' 
the Spring of the School at Roxbury, there ' 
have run a large number of the Streams , ' 
which have made glad this whole City of God. 1' 
perfuade my elf, that the good People of 
Roxbury will for ever {corn to begrutch the ' 
Coft , or to permit the Death of a School ! 
which God has made fuch an Honour to | 
them; and this the rather, becaufe their de- ' 
ceafed Eliot has left them a fair part of his ' 
own Eftate for the maintaining of the School ' 
in Roxbury; and 1 hope, or at leaft, 1 wifh, 
that the Minifters of New- England may be as 
ungainfay ably importunatewith their People, 
as Mr. Eliot was with his, for Schools, which 


may feafonably tinge the young Souls of the 
Riling ' 
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Rifing Generation. A want of Education for 
them, is the blackeft and faddeft of all the 
_ bad Omens that are upon us. 


ARTICLE VY. 
His Church-Difcipline. 


j] ¥ T yet more Endears unto us the Memory 

I of our Eliot, that he was not Only an E- 
|] vangelical Minifter, but alfo a true New-En- 
|] 4% one; he wasa Proteftant, and a Puritan, 
and one very full of that Spirit which acted 
the firft Planters of this 


ling the In 
Jake of at 


3 


| his Mafter, the great 
Camus’s Principle, That in the Reformation of 
| D2 Churches 
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Churches to be now endeavoured , things ought to 
he reduced untothe Order wherein we find them at 
their Primitive, Original, Apoftolical Inftitution. 
And in purfuance of this Principle, he juft- 
ly efpoufed that way of Church Government 
which we call the Congregational ; he was ful- 
ly perfwaded , that the Church- State which 
our Lord Chrift hath inftituted in the New 
Teftament , is, In a Congregation or Society of 
Profiffed Believers, Agreeing and Affembling to- 
gether, among themfelves, with Officers of Divine 
Appointment , for the Celebration of Evangelical 
Ordinances , and. their own muteal Edification : 
For he faw it mult be a cruel bard{hip ufed 
upon the Scriptures, to make them fo much 
as Lifp the leaft intimation of any other 
Church- State prefcribed unto us; and he could 
affert, Ihat no Approved Writers, for the {pace 
of treo hundred years ajter Chrift, make any men- 
tion of any other Original , Vifible , Profeffing 


Church, bur that only which is Congregational. 
He Iook’d. upon the Congregational way as:a- 


Largefs of Divine Bounty beftow’d by the 
Lord Jefus onshis People, that follow’d him 
intothis Wildernefs, witha peculiar zeal for 


Communion with him, in his pure Worfhip 
here. He perceived.in it a fweet fort of Tem> > 


perament, between Rigid: Presbyterianifm, and 
Levelling Brownifm: So that-on the one fide, 


the Libertics of the People are not opprefied 
an 








| 
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and overlaid ; on the other fide, the Autho- 
_ rity of the Elders is not rendred infignificant, 

but a due Ballince is herein kept wpon them 


both; and hence heclofed with our platform 


| of Church-Difcipline, as being the neareft of 


what he had yet feen, to the Pattern in the 


He could not comprehend ;that this Chzarch 


| State can arife from any other Formal caufe, 
)) but the Confent, Concurrence, Confederatie 
) onof thofeconcerned in it; he looked apona 


| Relation untoa Church, as not a Natural,.or 
a Violent, but a Voluntary thing, and fo that 


)| itis tobe entred no otherwife,than by an Ho- 
| ly:Covenant, or, as the Scripture {peaks, by 


giving our felves fir(t unto the Lord, and then one 


| wnto another. He could not think that Baptifn 


alone was to be accounted the Caufe, but ra- 


| ther the Effe& of Church-Memberhhip; ina 


-much.as upon the Diffolution of the Church 


\| to which aman belongs, his Baptifm would 
») not become'a Nullity:: nor that meer Pro- 
_) feffion would render men Members of this or 


) chat Church ; for then it would be impoffible 
| to cut off acorrupt Member from that Body 


| faw remaining in the Inventory. 
! D 


| Politick : Nor that meer Cohabitation would 
\) make Church- Members; for then the vileft 
\) Infidels would be aGtually incorporated with 


us. AndaCovenant, was all that he now 


But: 
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But for the Subjects to be admitted by 
Churebes unto all the Priviledges of this Fel- 
lowfhip with them, he thought they ought 
to be fuch as a trying Charity, or a charitable 
Tryal,(hould pronounce Regenerate. He found 
the firft Churches of the Gofpel mentioned in 
the Scripture, to be Churches of Saints 5 and 
that the Apoftles writing to them, fiill ac- 
knowledged them to be Holy Brethren, and 


fuch as were made meet for to be partakers of 


the Inberitance of the Saints in Light 3 and that 
a main end of Church-Fellowhhip, is to re- 
prefent unto the World, the Qualifications 
of thofe that fhall Afcend into the Hill of the 
Lord, and Stand in bis Holy Place for ever. He 
would therefore have, Bona Mens, and Pu- 
rum Pecius, and Vita Innocens , required , as 
LaGantius tell us, they were in his Days, of 
all Communicants at the Table of the Lord; 
and with Holy Chryfoftom, he would fooner 
have given his Heart-blood, than the Cup of 
the Lord, unto fuch as had not the hopeful 


Marks of our Lord’s Difciples on them. The 


Churches of New- England fiill retain a Cue 
ftom which the great Fuftin Martry in the Se- 
cond Century affures us to have been in the 
Primitive Churches of his Time; namely, 
To examine thofe they receive , not only about their 
Perfwafion , but alfo whether they have attained 
unto a work of Grace upon their Souls. In the 

profecution 
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_ profecution hereof, befides the Enquiries of 


the Elders into the Knowledge, and Belief, 
and Converfation of them that offer them- 
') felves untoChurch fellow thip,it is expreted, 
} tho I hope not with any feverity of impofiti- 


_on,that in the Addreffes which they make to: 


) the Churchés,they give fome Written, if not 
} Oral Account, of what impreffions the Rege- 
} nerating Word of God has had upon their 
| Souls. This was a Guftom which this Holy 
| man had a marvellous efteem and value for; 
jand I have taken from his Mouth fuch as 
) thefe Expreflions very publickly delivered 
') thereabouts. 

“It ismatter (faid he) of great Thankful- 
| Snefs, that we have Chrift confeffed in our 
© Churches,by fuch as we receive to full com- 
‘munion there. They open the Works of 
“Chrift in their Hearts, and the Relation 

“thereof is an eminent Confeffion of our Lords 
' |“ experienced Saints can gather more than a 








“little from it. It is indeed an Ordinance. 


'\‘ of wonderful benefit; the Lord planted 


‘this Country, and there were many Noble: 
‘Vines in them;it was their Heavenly- mind- 
 ‘ednefs which difpos’d them to this Exer- 
||‘ cifesand by the upholding of it,the Churhes 
//“are ttill filled with Noble Vines; it mighti-. 
‘ly maintains purity of Churches. ’Tis the- 

4 ‘ Duty, 








“many Vineyards in the firft Settlement of 
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“Duty of every Chrifian, With the Mouth 
“Confeffion in made unto Salvation. As among, 
‘the Foxsufually mof men did once in their 
‘ life Celebrate a Fubilees thus this Confet- 
© fion.of Chrift, is methinks a fore of Fubi- 
“Jee. and every Good man among us, is 
“at leaft once in his life call’d untoit. It 
‘is a thing that gives great Glory to the 
‘Lord Jefus Chrifl, and younger Converts 
‘are thereby exceedingly edify’d; and the 
‘Souls of Devout Chrillians are hereby ve- 
‘ry much ingratiated one unto another, 
‘The Devil knows what he does, when 
‘he thrufts fo hard to get this. Cuilom 
‘out of our Chorchess : For -my.patt, & 
“would fay in this cafe, -Get thee bebind me 
“Satan; thou givet an bortible Offence anto 
‘abe Lord Fefits Chrift. ‘Let us keep up this 
‘ Ordinance with all Gentlenefs , and'where 
‘ we fee the leaft fpark.of Grace held forth, 
“let us,prize it more than all.the Wit inthe 
“World. 


There were c{pecially two things, which 


he wasdothtofee, and yet fear’d he faw, fal- 
ling inthe Ghurches of New-England. One 
was, a thorough E{iablithment of Ruling- 
Elders in our Churches; which he thought 
{fuficiently warranted by the Apofiles men- 
tion of Elders ebat Rule well, who yet Labour 
not.in Word and Dodirine. He was very defi- 
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_ rous to have Prudent ahd Gracious men fet 
over our Churches, for the Affiftance of their 
-Paftors, in the Church-aéts that concern the 
_ Admiffion and Exclufion of Members, ard 
_ the Infpe@ion of the Converfation led by the 
1} Communicants, and the InftruGtion of their 
feveral Families, and the Vifitation of the 
) Affli@ed in the Flock over which they fhould 
prefide. Such Helps in Government had he 
himfelf been bleffed withal; the laft of which 
was the well-deferving Eldér Bowles; and 
of him, did thisGood man, ina Speech to 
a Synod of all the Churches in this Colony, 
take occafion to fay, There is my Brother 
Bowles, the Godly Elder of our Church at Rox- 
bury, God helps bim to do great things among us! 
Had all our Paftors been fo well accommo- 
i) dated, it is poffible there would be more en-- 
| couragement given to fuch an Office as that ~ 
Jot Ruling Elders. bi 
) But the mention ofa Synod brings to.mind 
enother thing , which he was concerned, - 
that we might never want; and that is, a 
frequent Repetition of needful. Synods in 
your Churches. For tho he had a deep, 
and a due care to preferve the Rights of 
; Particular Churches; yet he thought all the 
Churches of the Lord Jefus by theit Union 
in what they profefs,in what they intend,and 
0 what they enjoy, fo compacted into one 
ee D 5 Body 
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Body Myttical, as that all the feveral parti- 
cular Churches every where fhould a& with 
a regard unto the good of the whole, and 
and unto the common Advice and Counfel 
of the Neighbourhood ; which cannot be 
done always by Letters Miffive, like thofe that 
paffed between Corinth and Rome in the early 
days of Chriftianity 5 but it requires a Con- 
vention of the Churches in Synods, by their 
Delegates and Meffengers. He did not count 
Churches to be fo Independent, as that they 
can always difcharge their whole Duty, and 
yer not act in a conjunction with Neighbour- 
Churches ; nor would he be of any Church 
that will not acknowledge it felf accounta- 
bleto rightly compofed Synods, which may 


have occafion to enquire into the-circum- 


ftances of it ; he faw the main Intereft and 
Bufinefs of Churches might quickly come 
to be ueterly loft, if Synods were not often 


called for the Repairing of Inconveniences 3 
and he was much in contriving for the re- 


oa and repeated meeting of fuch Affem- 
lies. 

He wifh’d for Councels to fupprefs all 
damnable Herefies or pernicicus Opinions, 
that might ever arife among us 5 for Coun- 
cels to extinguifh all dangerous Divilions, 
and {candalous Contentions, which might 
ever begin to flame in our Borders ; for 


Coun- 
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 Councels to rectify.all Male-- Adminiftrations 
in the. midft of us, or to recover any parti- 

cular Churches.out of any Diforders which 
_ they may be plung’d into: For Councels to 

enquire into the Love, the Peace, the Holi- 
ij nels maintain’d by the feveral Churches. 

—In-fine, for Councels:to fend forth fit La- 

_ bourers into thofe parts of our Lord’s: Har= 
jj velt, which are without the Gofpel of God. 
|} He beheld an Apoftolical Precept and Pattern 
for fuch Councels ; and when {uch Councels 

convened inthe Name of the Lord Jefus 
|) Chrift, by the confent of. feveral Churches 
}] concerned in mutual Communion, have de- 
}) clared, explained, recommended the Mind 
|) of God from his Word unto us, he reckon- 
, ed a Truth fo delivered, challenged an Ob- 
|) fervation from the particular Churches, with 


| 


') a very great Authority. 
|| He therefore printed an Ingenious little. 
|) Book wearing this Title, The Divine Mao. 
|) nagement of GofpelChurches by the Ordinance. 
1) of Councels, conjtituted in order according to the 
|) Scriptures » which may be a means of uniting: 
") thofe two boly.and eminent Parties, the Presby-- 
| terians and the Congregational. It is a ree. 
') markable Conceffion made by the.incompa-- 
| rable Furiez; who is not reckoned a Congres. 
w ; gational man, in his Traite de ’'Unite de |’ E= 
\ glife; That the. Apoftolical Churches lived not in: 
| any y 
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any Confederation for mutual Dependance. The 


grand Equipage of Metropolitans, of Primates, 


of Exarchs, of Patriarchs, was yet unknown 5 


nor does it any more appear to us,that the Churches 
then had their Provincial, National, and Occu- 
menical Synods 4 every Church was its own Mi- 


fire{s, and independent on anyother. But on the 


other fide, our Ekot, who was no Presbyte- 
vaan, conceived Synodsto'be the Inftitutions 


ef our Lord Jefus sChrift., the Apoftolical. 
Churches themfelves acknowledging a fiamp- 


of Divine Rightupon them. 7 
Such as thefe wereithe {entiments of our 
Elict 3 and his deferved Reputation in the 


Ghorches of New-England, is that which 
has caufed me to forefee fome Advantage 


and. Benefit asifing unto the concerns ofthe 
Gofpel, by fo large a wecitation as I have 
now made thereof: 

The Reader'has now-feen an-able. Mini- 
Rerof the New-Teftament.. 





PART 
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PART UL 
Or, Eliot as an Evangelift. 


HE Titles of a Chriftian'and of a Mi- 

nifter have rendred our E/ior iconfidera- 

ble; 3; butthere is one memorable Title more, 
by which he has been fi ignalized unte us, 
An honourable Perfon did oncein Print put 
} che Name of an Evangelift upon him ; where- 
| uponin a Letter of his to that Perfon, af- 
-_terwards printed, his Expreffions were , 
There is 2 Readiendeney where you put the Title of 
dh Sete pe me I befeech you'to fupprefs all 

Bh ceb abings 5 let us do, and {peak , and carry all 
things with Humility 5 it is the Lord who bath 

| done what is done’; and itis moft becoming the 
Spinit of Fefus Chrift, tolift up him, and lay our 
| felves low 5 1 wifh that word could be oblitera- 
| ted. My Reader fees whata Caution Mr. E- 
_) Jiot long fince entred againft our giving him. 
|| the Title of an Evangelift ; but his Death 
) has now made it fafe, as his Life had long 
| made it juft, for us to acknowledge him 
| with fucha Title. 1 know not whether that 

| of an Evangelit, ox one feparated for the 

+ Enploynes of. Preaching the pris es 
uc 
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fuch places where no Churches have hither- 
to been gathered , be not an Office that 


fhould be continued. in our days;, but this I 


know, that our E/iot very notably did: the 
Service and Bulinefsof fuch an Officer. 
The Natives of the Gountrey now pof- 


feffed by the New- Englanders, had been for- 
lorn and wretched Heathen ever. fince their. 


firft herding here ; and:tho we know not 
when or bow thofe Idians firft became Inha- 
bitants of this: mighty Continent, yet we 
may guefs, that probably the Devil decoy’d 
thofe miferable Salvages hither, in hopes 


that the Gofpel ofthe Lord Jeius would 
never come here to deftroy or’ difturb his 


Abfolute Empire over them. But our Eliot 
was in fuch ill terms with the Devil, as to 
alarm him with founding the Silver Trum- 


pets.of Heaven in his Territories, and make: 
fome noble and zealous attempts towards. 


outing him of his ancient: Poffetfions here. 


Juft before the firft arrivalof the Englifh in. 
thefe. Parts, a prodigious Mortality had: 


{wept away vatt Numbers: of: the poor In- 


dians ; and thofe Pagans who being told by: 
a. Shipwreck’d French-man, which dy’d in: 
their hands, Tbat:God would fhortly extirpate: 


them, and introduce amore civil and worthy Peo- 


ple into their place; blafphemoufly. reply’d, 


That God could not kill them; were quickly: 


kill’d 
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kill’d with fuch a raging and wafting Pefti- 
lence, as left the very Earth covered with 
their Carkaffes. Neverthelefs, there were, 


_ Ithink, twenty feveral Nations (if { may 


| call them fo ) of Indians upon that {pot of 


Ground, which feil under the Influence of 
our Three United Colonies 3 and our Eliot 
was willing to refcue as many of themas he 
cculd, from that old ufurping Landlord of 
America, who is by the wrath of God, the 
Prince of this world. 

I cannot find that any, befides the Holy 
Spirit cf God, firft moved him to the blef- 
fed Work of Evangelizing thefe perifhing 


| Indians; *twas that Holy Spirit which laid 


before his mind the Idea of that which is 


_ now on the Seal of the Maf{achufet-Colony ; 


A poor Indian, baving a Label geing from bis 


_ Mouth, witha, COME OVER AND 


' HELP US. It was the Spirit of our Lord 


Jefus Chrift, which enkindled in him a Pi- 
ty for the dark , dying, damning Souls of 
thefe Natives, whom the God of this world 
bad blinded, through all the by-paft Ages. 
He was none of thofe that make the falvati- 
on of the Heathen an Article of their Creed ; 


_ but (fetting afide the unrevealed and ex- 


| traordinary fieps which the Huly One of I/ 
_rael may take out, of his ufual Paths ) he 





| thought men to be loft, if our Gofpel be 


hid. 











































































































re) The Life and Death 
hidden from them; and he was of the fame 
Opinion with one of the Ancients, who 
faid Some have endeavorered to prove Plato a Chri- 
flian, till they prove themfelves little better than 
Heathen. Xt is indeed a Principle in the Tark- 
if Alcoran, That let a man’s Religion be what 
it will, be fhall be {aved, tf be confcientioufly live 
up to the Rules of #: But our Elzot was no 
Mahometan, he could 'moft heartily fubfcribe 
to that paffage in the Articles of the Church 
of England, ‘ They are to be held accurfed, 
‘ who prefume to fay, that every man (hall 
“be faved by the Law or Se& which he pro- 
“feffeth, fo that the be ‘diligent to frame 
‘his Life according to that fai and Light 
‘of Nature; for Holy Scripture doth fet 
“out unto us, only the Name of Jefus 
© Chrift, whereby men muft be faved. And 
it aftonifhed him to fee many diffembling 
Subfcribers of thofe Articles , while they 
have grown up to fuch aFrenzy, as to de- 
ny peremptorily all Church-ftate, and all 
Salvation to all that are not under Diccefan | 
Bifoops ; yet at the fame time to grant that 
the Heathen might be faved without the 
Knowledge of the Lord Jefus Chrift. No, 
It very powerfully moved: his holy Bowels, 
to hear the Thunderclaps of that Impreca- 
tion over the’ Heads of our naked Indians, 
Pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen that girs 
tee 
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shee not, and thought he, Whar fhali Ido to 
vefene thefe Fathen from that all- devouring 
Fury? 

Bat when this Charitable pity -had once 
b) begun to flame, there was a concurrence 

of many things to caft Oyl into it. All 
|| the good men inthe Country were glad of 
Jhis engagement in fuch an undertaking ; 
the Minilters efpecially encouraged him, 
and thofe inthe Neighbourhood ited ly fants 
i ply'd his place, and perform’d his work, 

in part, for himat Roxbury, while he was 
‘Jabroad labouring among them that were 


‘) without. Hereunto he was further awakened 


j hw thafn GenreMiner Ben the R.aw-? Thawtaer 
' bet. ankurye va yes ase7ihd 11a Lise “eeuyas WHe2ivag 


in ‘the affurance and proteGtion whereof 
Ithis Wildernefs was firft peopled, namely, To 
\\xvin and incite the Natives of that Country to the’ 
knowledge and obedience of the only true God 
\and Saviour of Mankind, and the ‘Chriftian 
\\Faith, in our Royal Intentions andthe Adven- 
turers free\profélfion is the principal end of the 
Plantation. And the remarkable Zeal of the 
Romifh Miffionaries compaffing Sea and Land 
t that they might make Profelytes, made his de- 
‘Wout Soul think of it with a farther dif- 
dain, that we fhould come ‘any whit be- 
| F 
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‘hind ‘in our ‘care to Evangelize the Indians, 
whom we dwelt among. Laftly, When 
he had well begun this Evangelical Bufinefs, 

the 
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the good God, in an anfwer to his Prayers, 


mercifully ftirred up a liberal Contribution | 


among the godly people in England for the 
promoting of it; by means whereof, a 
confiderable Eftate and Income was at 
Jength ‘entrafted in the hands of an ho- 
nourable Corporation, by whom ’tis to this 


day very carefully employed in the Chr-ftian | 


Service, which it was defigned for. And 
then, in fhort , inafmuch as our Lord 
Jefus had beftowed on us, our Eliot was 
gratefully and generoufly defirous to obtain 
for him, The Heathen for an Inheritance, and 
the utmoft parts of the earth for a poffeffion. 

The Exemplary Charity of this excel 
Jent perfon in this important Affair, will 


not. be feen in its due: lufire, unlefs we 


make fome Refleétions upon feveral Cir- 


cumftances which he beheld thefe forlorn 
Indians in. Know then, that thefe doleful. 


Creatures are the verieit Raines of Mankind, 
which are to be found any where upon the 
face of the Earth. No fuch Eltates are 
to be expected among them, as have been 
the Baits which the pretended Converters in 


other Countries have fnapped at. One 


might fee among them, what an hard Ma- 
tter the Devil isto the moft devoted of his 


Vaffals ! Thefe abje& Creatures live in a 


Country full of Mines; we have already 
made 
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made entrance upon our Iron ; and in the 
very {urface of the ground among us there 
Jis Copper encugh to fupply all this 
World ; befides other Mines hereafter to 
beexpofed ; but our fhiftle(s Indians were 
never Owners of fo muchas a Knife, till 
we came among them; their name for an 
|) Englifh-man, was a Kaife-man; Stone was 
inftead of Metal for their Tools ; and for 
their Coins, they have only little Beads 
with Holes in them to ftring them upon a 
Bracelet, whereof fome are white; and of 
‘thefe there go fix for a penny ; fome are 
black or blew; and of thefe, go three for 
a penny; this Wampam, as they call it, is 
made of the Shell-fith, which lies upon th 
Sea-coaft continually. “ 
They live ina Country, where we now 
have all the conveniences of humane life : 
bur as for them, their Houfing is nothing 
|| but a few Matts ty'd about Poles faftened in 
j the Earth, where a good Fire is their Bed- 
clothes in the coldeft Seafons ; their Cloath- 
ing is buta skin of a Beaft, covering their 
Hind- parts, their Fore-parts having but a 
‘little Apron where nature calls for fecrecy 3 
their Diet has not a greater dainty than their 
Nokehick, that is, a {poonful of their parch’d 
meal, with a {poonful of water, which 
-will-Rtrengthen them to travel a day toge- 


ther 3 
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ther ; except we fhould mention the Flefh 
of Deers, Bears, Moofe, Rackoons, and 
the like 5 which they hive when .they can! 
catch them ; as alfo alittle Fith, which if? 
they would preferve, "twas by drying, not! 
by falting ; for they had not a grain of! 
Salt in the World, I think, till we beftow’d | 
it onthem, Their Phytfick is, excepting a! 
few odd Specificks, which fome of them | 
encounter certain cafes with, nothing 
hardly, but an Hot-houle, or a Powaw., 
Their Hot-houfe is a little Gaye, about 
cight foot over; where, after they have’ 
terribly heated it, a crew of them go fit and. 
{weat, and {moke for an hour. together, 
and then immeanatciy run into fome very : 
cold adjacent brook, without the leaft mife 
chief to them’; ’tis this way they recover 
themfclves from fome Difeafes, particularly - 
from the French; but in moft of their dan- 
gerous Diftempers, ’tis a Powaw that mutt , 
be fent for ; that is,.aPrieft, who has more 
Familiarity with Satan than his Neighbours; 
this Conjurer comes and roars, and howls, 
and ufes Magical Ceremonies over the Sick 
man, and will be well paid for it when he 
has done; if this. don’t effeét the cure, the | 
Man’s.Tumeis cone, and there's an end. | 
They live in a. Country full of the belt 
Ship- Timber under Heaven : but.never faw 
a Ship 


' 
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a Ship till fome came from Europe hither ; 
nd then they were fcar’d out of their wits, 
to fee the Monfter come failing in, and {pit- 
ting fire with a mighty noife out of her 
Joating fide; they crofs the water in Canov’s, 
made fometimes of Trees which they burn 
ind hew till they have hallow’d them ; 
lind fometimes of Barks, which they ftitch 
nto a light fort of a Veffel, to be eafily 
rartied over land; if they are over-fet, it 
s but a little padling like a Dog, and they 
\refoon where they were. 
Their way of living is infinitely barba- 
‘ous : the men are mott abominably floath- 
ul; making thetr poor Squaws, or Wives, 
® plant, and drefs, and barn, and beat 
heir Corn, and build their Wigwams for 


hem 3 which, perhaps, may be the reafon. 


}f their extraordinary eafe in Childbirth. 
)nthe mean time, their chief employment, 
Wwhen they’} condefeend unto any, is that 
}f Hunting; wherein they’! go oat fome 
cores, if nothundreds of them in a com- 
any, driving all before them. | 
) They continue in a place till they have 
jurnt up all the Wood thereabouts, and 
When they pluck up Stakes, to follow the 
Vood which they cannot fetch home unto 


nemfelves; hence when they enquire about: 


ae Englifh, Why-come they bitber? they have 
them- 
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themfelves very learnedly determined the 
cafe, *Imas becaufe we wanted F tring. No Arts 
are underltood among them, unlefs juft fo 
far as to. maintain their Bruitith Converfa- 
tion, which is little more than is to be found 
among the very Bevers upon our Streams. _| 

















Their divifion of Time is by Sleeps, and 
Moons, and Winters; and by lodging a-| 
broad they have fomewhat obferved the mo- 
tions of the Stars ; among which it has been » 
furprifing unto me to find, that they have , 
always call’d Charles’s Wain by the name of | 
Paukunnawaw , or The Bear , which is the , 
name whereby Exropeans alfo have diftin- | 
guilhed it. Moreover, they have little, if any | 
Traditions among them worthy of our no- 
tice ; and Reading and Writing is altoge- 
ther unknown to them, though there is a ] 
Rock or two in the Countrey that has unace | 
countable Characters engrav’d upon it, All. 
the Religion they have, amounts unto thus 
much : They believe that there are raany_ 
Gods, who made and own the feveral Na-> 
tions of the World ; of which a certain 
Great God in the South-weft Regions of! 
Heaven, bears the greateft Figure. They 
believe, that every remarkable Creature has. 
a peculiar God within it, or about it: There. 
is with them, a Sun-God, a Moon-God, 


° and . 




































































: 7 
and the like; and they cannot conceive but 
that the Fire muft be a kind of a God, 
inafmuch as a Spark of it will {oon pro- 
duce very ftrange effects. They -believe 
that. when any good. cr ill happens to 
them, there is the favour or the anger 
of a God expreffed in it; and hence, as 
in a time of Calamity, they keep a 
Dance, or a day of extravagant ridicu- 
Jous Devotions to. their God; fo in a 
time of Profperity, they likewife have a 
Feaft, wherein they alfo make prefents 
one unto another. Finally, They believe, 
that their chief God Kautantowit, made a 
Man and Woman. of a Stone ; which up- 
on diflike, he broke to pieces, and made 
another Man and Womon of a Tree, 
which were. the Fountains of all Man- 
kind ; and, that we all have in us im- 
mortal Souls, which, if we were godly, 
Whall go to a fplendid entertainment with 
Kautantowit.; but otherwife, mult wander 
pent in a reftlefs horror for ever. But 
f you fay to them any thing of a Re- 
Wurrection, they will reply upon you, J 
Whall never believe it. And when they have 
any weighty undertaking before them , 
Us an ufual thing for them to have 
Mheir Affemblies, wherein after the rey 
i 0 
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of fome Diabolical Rites, a Devil appears |, 
unto’ them, to inform them, and advife) 
them about their circumftances; and fome- , 
times there are odd Events of their making . 
thefe Applications to the Devil. For in- , 
ftance, “tis particularly affirmed, That the - 
Indians in their Wars with us, finding a, 
fore inconvenience by our Dogs, which , 
would make a fad yelling if in the night . 
they {cented the approaches of them, they | 
facrificed a Dog to the Devil 5 after which 
no Englifb Dog would bark at an Indian 
for divers months enfuing. This was the 
miferable people which our Eliot propound- 
ed unto himfelf the faving of ! And he had 
a double work incumbent on him; he was 
to make Men of them, ere he could hope | 
to fee them Saints ; they muft be Civilized 


ere they could be Chriftianized ; he could , 





f 


Sl? 


not, as Gregoryonce of our Nation, fee any , 
thing Angelical to befpeak his Labours for . 
their eternal Welfare; all among them was . 
Diabolical. To think-on raifing a Number 

of thefe hideous Creatures unto the Ele- 

vations of our holy Religion, muft argue 
more than common or little Sentiments in © 
thé Undertaker ; but the Faith of an Eliot | 
could encounter it ! 4 
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of Mr. 
I confefsthere was one,I cannot call it fo 
much guefs as with, wherein he was willing 
a little to indulge himfelf ; and that was, 
That cur Indians are the pofterity of the difper- 
/ed and rejected M{raelites,concerning whom 
our God has promifed that they {hall yet be 
(aved by the Deliverer, coming to turn away 
engodline/s fromthem. "le faw the Indians 
ufing many Parables in their Difcourfes ; 
much given to the anointing of their 
Heads ; much delighted in Dancing, e- 
pecially after ViGtories; computing their 
Times by Nights and Months; giving 
owries for Wives, and caufing their 
Women to dwell by themfelves at certain 
eafons, for fecret caufes; and accuftom- 
ng themfelves to grievous Mournings and 
Nellowings for the Dead ; all which were 
tual things among the J/-aelites. They 
pave too a great unkindnefsfor our Swine ; 
ut I fuppofe that is becaufé our Hogs 
evour the Clams, which are a Dainty 
mich them. He alfo faw fome Learned 
Wien looking for the loft I/-aelites amon & 
Whe Indians in America, and counting that 
Nicy had thorow-good reafons for doing 
| 
| 


t 
| 
| 


Wa 


» And a few finall Arguments, oria- 
ced bur Conje@tures, meeting with a 
tvourable difpofition in the hearer, will 
Ferry fome conviction with them ; efpe- 
}| ta! Cially, 
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cially, if a Report of a Menaffeh ben If | 
yael be to back them, He faw likewife | 
the Judgments threatned unto the I/rael- | 
ites of Old, Strangely fulfilled upon our 
Indians ; particularly that, Ye fhall eat the | 
flelh of your Sons, which is done with ex: | 
quifite Cruelties upon the Prifoners that / 
they take from one another in their Bat- | 
tels. Moreover, ’tis a Prophecy in Deut. 
2.68. The Lord fhall bring thee into Egypt ’ 
again with fhips, by the way whereof I (pake | 

| 


| 





wuto thee, Thou fhalt fee it no more again: 
And there fhall ye be fold unto your Enemies, 
and no man {hall buy you. This did our E/zot 
imagine accomplifhed,when the Captives | 
taken by usin our late Wars upon them, 
were fent to be fold in the Coafts, lying’ 
not very remote from Egypt on the Mdedi- 
terranian Sea; and {carce any Chapmen | 
would offer to take them off, being upon: 
{ach as thefe accounts not unwilling, if it 
were poflible, to have the Indians found’ 
Iraelites, they were, you may be fure, 
not a whit the lefS beloved for their ( fupe' 
pofed) Fathers fake ; and the Fatigues of 
his Travels went on the more cheerfully, 
orat leaft, che more hopefully, becaule 
of fuch poffibilicies. ; 
The firft fep which be judged necefla 
ry now to be taken by him, was to learn 
| thie 
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the Indian Language, for he faw them fo 
‘ftupid and fenflefs, thar chey would ne- 
ver do fo much as enquire after the Reli- 
gion of theStrangers now come into their | 
Country, much lefs would they fo far 
imitate us as to leave off their beaftly way 
(Of living, that they might be partakers of 
_any Spiritual advantage by us, unlefs we 
4 could firft addrefs them in a Language 
of their own. Behold, new difficulties 
‘to be furmounted by our indefatigable 
| Eliot ! he hires a Native to teach him this 
Exotick Language, and with a laborious 
Care and Skill reduces it into a Grammar, 
which afterwards he publifhed. There 
isa Letter or two of our Alphabet which 
the Indians never had in theirs ; tho’ there 
Were enough of the Dog in their Tem- 
per, there can {carce be found an R in 
Wtheir Language, fave that the Indians to 
the Northward, who have a peculiar 

W Dialed, pronounce an Rwhere an N is 
pronounced by our Indians; but if their 
W Alphabet be thore, 1 am fare the words 
W Compoted of icare long enongh ro tire 
} the Patience of any Scholar inthe World, 
they are Se(quipedalia Verba, which their 
) Lizguo is compoled of 5 one would think 
NW they have been growing ever fince Babel, 
, unto the dimenfionsto which they arcnow 
| E | 
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extended: For inftance, if my Reader: 
will count how many Letters there are 
in this one word, Nummatchekodtantamoo- 
onganunnonafo, when he has done, for his 
reward [ll tell him, it fignifies no more 
in: Englifh than, our Lujts; and if I were 
to tranflate, our Loves, it muft be nothing 
fhorter than Noowemantammooonkanunon- 
afb. Nor do we findin all thisLanguage 
the lealt Affinity to, or Derivation from 


any European Speech that we are acquaint- ” 


ed with. I know not what thoughts it 


will produce in my Reader, when 1 in-- 


form him, that once finding that the De- 


eons ina poffefled young Woman,where- — 
of I have given the World fome account, 


underftood the Latin and Greek, and He- 
brew Languages, my Curiofity led me to 


make trial of this Indian Language, and © 


the Demons did feem asif they did not 
underftand it: This tedious Language 
our. Eliot quickly became a Matter of ; 


he employed a pregnanc ana witty Inde 


an, who alfo fpoke Exglifh well, for his): 
aflaftance in ic ; and compiling tome dil- 9! 


courfes by his help, he would fingle out™ 


a Wird, a Nouns aVerb, and puriue it 


a 
&2a 


Pa 13 . bd ? —4 ° ? . i , “7B 
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et RS, hs aan rite j F- ~¥ 4" + rx eS 
ea his Grammar, at tne CiOiw he Wills 3 


through all its variations: Having fnidh-7 
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: Jefus, will do any thing! And being by 
his Prayers and Pains thus furnifhed, he 
fee himfelf in the Year 1646 to preaeh 
the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift a- 
/mong thefe defolate outcafts. 

@ It remains that I lay before the 
World, the remarkable Condu@ and 


4 succes of this Famous Man in his prear 


Affair; and I hall endeavour to do ir, 


by Englifhing and Reprinting a Letter, 


fent a while fince by my Father, unte his 


| Learned and Renown’d Correfpondént, 


ythe Venerable Dr. Luefden at Utrecht - 


* 7 Le a ? 
which Letter has already been publifhed, 
if 1 miftake nots. in four- or five divers 
Languages., I+ find, it particularly pub- 


jlithed by the moft excellent Juriew, atthe 


end of a Paftoral Letter s and this Refic&i- 
on then worthily made upon ir, Cette Ler- 
tre doit opporter une tres grande Con/olation, 
4 toutes les bonnes ames, qui font alterces Je 


way 


\Wuftice, & qui font enflammees du xele de la 


| 


\glorie de Dieu. 1 therefore perfwade my 
jHielf, that che Republication of it will nc 
be ungrateful unto many good Souls in 


fu 
he © Gi 


our Nation, who have a due thiit and 
)eal for fuch things as are mention’d in it: 
jjend when that is done, I hall prefum 


? 
w 


ro make fome Azsnotations for the Ulu- 


(tration of fundry memorable 


4 . 
ina on 
tiings 
Lo) 


i} ®erein pointed at. 3 A 


; 
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y 


I 


i 


A LETTER concerning the Succefs of : 
the Gofpel amongt the Indians in New- | 
England. Rr ty } 

Written by Mr. Increafe Mather, Adimifter ) 
of the Word of God at Bolton, and Reéfor | 

of the Colledge at Cambridge is New- | 

England, to Deétor John Leufden, He-)| 

brew Profeffor inthe University of Utrecht. | 


Tranflated out of Latin into Englifh. | 





{| 
1 





.- se —_ os 


Wrorrhy and much honoured Sir, 


{7 Our Letters were very grateful to 
4. tome, (a) by which I underftand) 


that you and others in your famous Uni-| 
veifity of Utrecht defire to be informed) 
concerning the converted Ivdiansin Ame- | 





rica: Take therefore a true Account of; 
them in a few words. i 

It is above forty Years fince that truly, 
godly Man, Mr. John Elliot, Paftor off 
the Church at Roxborcugh, (about a mile), 


ed with a holy Zeal of Converting the Az) 


mericans, tet himfelf to learn the Indian. 
Tongue, that he might more eafily and: 
fuccefsfully (4) open to them the Myfte:| 


ries of the Gofpel ; upon account of} 
which) 
Z | 
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i 


_which he has been (and not undeferved- 
ly) called, The Apoftle of the American In- 
dians. ‘This Reverend Perfon, not with- 
out very great labour, tranflated the 

whole Bible into the Indian Tongue ; (c) 
he tranflated alfo feveral Exglijfn Treatifes 

of Praétical Divinity and Catechifs in- 
to their Language. Above 26 Years ago 

i he gathered a Churchof Converted Indi- 
ansin a Town called (d) Natick ; thefe 
Indians confets'd their fins with Tears, and 
profeffed their Faith in Chrift, and after- 
wards they and their Children were Bap- 
tized, and they were folemnly joyned 
togetherin a Church-Covenant; the faid 
Mr. Eliot was the firft that adimini- 

Bitred the Lord’s Supper tothem. The 

§ Paftor of that Church now is an Inétan, 

Hhis name is Daniel. Befides this Charch 
at Natick, among our Inhabitants in the 
Maffachufers Colony, there are four ] 

jan Affemblies, (¢) where the Name of 

the True God and Jefus Chrift is folemn- 
ily called upon; thefe Atfemblies have 
fome American Preachers. Mr. Eliot for- 
merly ufedcto Preach to them once every 
fortnight, but now hé is weakned with 

Labours and old Age, being in the Eigh- 

cy fourth Year ot his Age, and Preachech 

not to the Indians oftner than once in two 

‘Months. E 4 There 
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There is another Church, confiftixg 
only of Converted Indians, about fitty 


Miles from hence, in an Indian Town call- | 


ed Mafhippaug : The firft Paltor of that 
Church was an Englifh Man, who being 
ssilful in the American Language, Preach- 
ed the Gofpel to them in their own 


Tongue. (f) This Exglifh Paltor is dead, | 
and inftead of him thar Church hasan» 


Indian Preacher. 
There are, befides that, five Affemblies 


\ 





J 
| 


h 
i 


of Indians profeffing the Name of Chri/f, ° 
not far diftant from Mdafhippaug, which | 


have Indian Preachers: ( ohn Cotton 
be 3 


Paftor of the Church at Plymouth (Son 
of my venerable Father-in law Febn Cot- | 
ton, formerly the famous Teacher of the - 
Church at Bofton ) hath made very great. 
progrefs in. learning the Indsan Tongue, | 
and is very skilful init; he Preaches in} 
their own Language to the laft five men- ” 
tioned Congregations every Week. More- 
over of the Inhabitants of Saconer in Ply-— 
mouth Colony, there isa great Congrega-_ 


tion of thofe who for diftinétion fake are” 


called Praying Indians, becaufe they Pray 


to God in Chrift. 


Not far from a Promontory called _ 


Cape-Cod, there are fix Affemblies of Hea-- 


thens who are to be reckoned as Catecha- 
MENS, 











Preachers,Samuel Treat,Paftor of Church 
at Ea/tham,Preacheth to thofe Cong: cra- 
tions in thetr own Language, These are 
likewife amongft the Manders of Nan- 
tucket a Church, with a Paftor who was 
lately a Heathen, and feveral Meetings of 





i) Catechumens, who. are inftru@ed by the 


‘Converted Indians. There is alfo another 


Hland about ieven Leagues long (called: 


Martha's Vineyard) where are two Ameri« 
me | 


cam Churches planted, which are morefa- 


there prefides an.ancient Indian as Paftory. 
called Hiacooms:: Fobn. Hiacooms, Son of. 


the faid Indiaw Pattor, alfo Preacheth the 
W Golpel.to his Ccuntry-men, In another 
W Church ja that place, abn Tockinofha 
Converted... Indian. teaches. In thefe 


B Churches rulimg Effers of the Indian: ate 
myoyned tothe Paltors ; Fhe: Paftors were 
§ chofen by the People,and when they had 


a! 


Miated and. prayed, Mr, Eliot and Mr. Cot-- 


. 7 4° pede Li. 4 Ales r ) F ~; fie i 
tow laid their Hands on them, fo chat they, 
| were lolemniy Ordained. Ail the Conere: 


Re tess Zee hitler a tae 4 : Jibs 
) gauions (4) ol:the Converted Indians (roth 


| { ~ 7 .] 1 © m4 ~ 
| £54 ; ty P Ven Wea % 0 eee Or ie = a : 
H) the Catechumens. and sholein Church: Ox 
| ¢ » , 3? done + 
«Waters AUT pe us a + }aeuy 4 OO Pe ee 
eyGCr ) cx ery Lords Way mect: teres 
ij che Paftor or Preacher. always beeins with 
' . FF cS 
4 
el 


BR Se Sop lel pitas Oat hie PS ate 5! A 
tie Payer, ana wilpcul a Lcrm, becaufe fr CFB: 
J Ls 
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mens, amongit whom there are fix Indian: 


mous than the. reft; over one of which» 


fe ecrer > 
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the Heart ; when the Ruler of the Affem:" | 


bly has ended Prayer, the whole Congre- 
gation of Indians Praife God with finging, 
fome of them are excellent Singers: Af- 
ter the Pfalm, he that Preaches reads 2 
place of Scripture (one or more Verfes as 


he will)and expounds it,gathers Doctrines 


=e — 


- . “ } 
from it, proves them by Scriptures and | 
Reafons, and infers ufes from them after | 
the manner of the Englifh, of whom they — 


have been taught ; then another Prayer | 
to God in the Name of Chrift concludes | 


the whole Service. Thus do they meet 


together twice every Lord’s-day. They 
obferve no Holy-days but the Lord’s 
Day, except upon fome extraordinary 
occafion ; and then they folemnly fee 
apart whole Days,either in giving Thanks, 
or Fafting and Praying with great fervor 
of Mind. 


Beiore the Englifh came into thefe 


Coafis, thefe barbarous Nations were 


altogether ignorant of the true God; 


hence it is that in their Prayers and Ser- 


mons they ule Englifh words and terms ; - 


he that calls upon the moft holy Name of 


God, fays Jehovah, or God, or Lord; and 
alio they have learned and borrowed ma- 
ny other Theological Phrafes from us. 


In 


——— 
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In fhort, there are fix Churches of Bap- 
tized Indians in New-Eugland, and eigh-. 
teen Affemblies of Catechumens,profefling 
the Name of Chrift ; Of the Indians there 
are four and twenty who are Preachers of 


the Word of God; and befides thefe, 


there are four Englifh Minifters who preach 


the Gofpel in the Indian Tongue. (Z) I 


am now my felf weary with writing, and 


I fear left if I fhould add more, I fhould 


alfo be tedious to you; yet one thing I 
_muft add ( which I had almoft forgot ) 


that there are many of the Indians Chil- 


dren who have learned by Heart the Ca- 


techifm, either of that famous Divine 


| William Perkins, or that put forth by the 


Affembly of Divines at wefPminfer, and 
In their own Mother Tongue can an- 
{wer to all the Queftions in it. 


But I muft end: I falute the famous 


-Profeffors in your Univerfity, to whom I 


defiie you to communicate this Letter, as 


_ written to them alfo, 


Farwel, worthy Sir; the Lord preferve 


your Health for the benefit of your Coun: 
try, his Church, and of Learning. 


9 Bofton tn New-Engl, Yours ever, 


y / KR 
gily (2. £567. or i~ y 
Increafe Mather. 


(a) 
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Ca) The Succeff of the Gofpel in the 
EAST-INDIES. 


Frer the writing of rhzs Letter,there. 
came one to my Hands from the 
famous Dr. Leufden, together with a new 
and fair Edicion of his Hebrew Pfalter, 
Dedicated unto the Name of my abfent 
Parent. He therein informs me, That 
our staemnple had awakned the Dutch to 
make fome noble Attempts for the fur- 


therance of the Gofpel in the Eaf Indies; . 


befides what memorablethings were done 
by the Excellent Robert Funins,in formofa, 
fifty years ago. He alfo informs me, 


‘Lhat in an speek the Ifland « f Ceylon, the — 


Dutch Paltors baye Baptized about three 
bundred thoufand of Eaffern Indians 3 for 
altho’ the Minilters are utterly ignorant 
of their Lan guage, yet here. are School- 
Méaffers who teach them, The Lord’s Pray- 
er, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, a 
Morning Prayer, an Evening Pra} er, a 
Biclfing before Meat, and another. after y 
anu the Minifter in his Vifits being aliured 
by the Maft er, who of them, has leaned 
all of them seven thirgs, he. thereupon 
counts t 


ere . 2 Bt 20 
ol feitain mens, th at | ite 2 prefe ntly BGph Zee s 


{ ITER HE 
rey have uch a perfect number 


— er: —— 
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‘them. The pious Reader will coubsets 


blefs Ged for this ; but he will eafily fee 


| that one of our Converted Indians has coit 


more pains than many of thofe ; more 


) thcrough ork has been made with them. 


(b) Mr. Eliot's way of opening the 
My ter tes of the Gofpelto our Indians. 


- Was in the Year 1€46, that Mr. 


§& Elfot accompany’d by three more, 
gave a vifit unto an Affembly of Indians, 
of whom he defired a Meeting at fucha 
time ard place, that he might lay before 


them the things of their Eternal Peace, 


hour,and contained rhe prince: 





AfteraferiousPrayer,he gavethem acermon, 
which continued abeura cuarter above an 
pal Articles 
of the Chriftian Religion, applying all ro 
the condition of the Indians prefent, Fav- 
ing done, he asked ‘them, whether they 
underftood?and witha general reply they 
anfwered, They underftocd all. He then 
began what was his ufual method after- 
wards in treating with them 3 that is, he 
canfed them to propound fich Queffsons 
as they pleas’d, unto himfelf; and he gave 
wife and good Anfwers to them all. Their 
Queffiens wouid often, tho not a.ways, re- 
ter to what he had newly Preached;- and 
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he this way not only made a Proof of their 
profiting by his Miniftry,but alfo gave an 
Edge of what he delivered unto them. 
Some of their Que/tious would be a little 
Philofophical, and required a good meafure 
of Learning in the Minifter concerned 
with them ; but for this our Eliot wanted 
not. He would alfo put proper Que/tions 
unto them, and at one of his firft Exerci- 
fes with them, he made the young ones 
capable of regarding thefe three Quefti- 
ons. 

Q. 14 Who made you and all the world 2 

Q. 2. Who do you look fhould fave you 
jrom Sin and Hell 2 ) 

Q. 3. How many Commandments has 
the Lord given you to keep? 





:— SG Ta ed . 


ee a a | 


~<d 


ft was his Wifdom that he began with || 


them upon fuch Principles, as they them- 
ielves had already had fome notion 
of ; fuch as that of an Heaven for good, 
and Hel for bad People, when they Dy’d, 


it broke his gracious Heart within him to. 


fee, what Floods of Tears fell from the 
Eyes of feveral among thefe Degenerate 
Salvages, at the firft Addreffes which he 
made unto them; yea, from the very 
worft of them all. He was very inquifi- 
tive to learn who were the Powaws, that 


is, the Sorcerers and Seducers, that main- 


tained. 
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tained the Worfhip of the Devil in any 
_of their Societies; and having in one of 
his firft Journies to them, found out one 
of thofe Wretches, he made the Indian 
come unto him, and faid, Whether do you 
fuppofe God, or Chepian (i.e. the Devil) 
to be the Authcy of all good? The Conjurer 
i) anfwered, Ged. Upon this, he added 
with a ftern Countenance, Why do you 
pray to Chepian then ? andthe poor Man 
was not able to ftand or {peak before him; 
but at laft made promifes of Reformation. 

_. The Text which he firft Preached up- 
On, was thatin Ezek. 37.9, 10. That by 
-Prophefying to the Wind, the wind came, and 
the Dry Bones lived 3 and it was an obfer- 
vation made by one, who then juftly 
-confeffed, there was sot much weight in it; 
that the word which the Indians ule for 

) wind, is wauban, and an Indian of that 
| Name was one of the firft that here zeal- 
Joufly promoted the Converfion of his 
Neighbours. But having thus entred up- 

} on the Teaching of thefe poor Creatures, 
it’s incredible how much time, toyl, and 
hardfhip, he underwent in the Profecu- 
tion of this Undertaking; how maay 
weary days and nights rolled over him ; 
how many tirefome Journies he endur- 
ed; and how many terrible aa ie8 on 
ad 
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had experience of. If you briefly would» 


know what he felt, and what carricd him 
through all, take it in his own words, in 


a Letter to the Honourable Mr. Winflow,, 
fays he, I have not been dry night nor day, 


from the third day of the week. unto the fixth, 
but fo Travelled, and at night pullof my Boots, 
wring my Stockings, and on with them again, 
and fo continue. But God flepsin and helps, 
Ihave confidered the word of God in 2 Tim. 
2.3. Endure hardfhips as.a good Souldier 
of Chritt.. 


(¢) Hs Tranflating the Bible, and 
ether Books of Piety into the Indiar 
Tongue. 


™, Ne of his Remarkable Cares for thefe 


ye 


a 


Pi 


\% / illiterate Indians,was to bring rhem 
into the ufe of Schee/s..and Boks. He 
quickly procured the benefit ot Schcols 


for them ; wherein they profited fomuch, 
that not only very. many. of them came, 
to Read and Write, but alfo feveral arrived | 
unto a Liberal Educationin our Colledge, 


and one or two of them took rheir de- 
gree with the reft of our Graduates... And 


tor Books, ‘twas. his chief defi.e chac the 


facred Scriptures might not in an.un-| 


known. 











‘ 
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‘known Tongue be locked or hidden 
from them; very hateful and hellifh did 
the policy of Popery appear to him on 
‘this account: Our Eliot was very unlike to 
ichat Francifcan, who.writing into Europe, 
gloried much how many thoufands of 
Indians he had converted 5 but added, 
That he defired his Friend would {ind bim the 
Book called the Bible; for he bad heard of 
there being fuch a Book in Burope, which 
might be of fome ufe to him, No, our Eliot 





found he could not live without a “ble 
himfelf; he would have parted wth all 
his Eftate fooner than have loft a Less of 


it; and he knew it would be of ‘ore 
than fome ufé unto the Indians too ; ne 
therefore with ajvaft labour tranflatea the 
Holy Bible into the Indian Language. 
Behold, ye Americans, the greatelt ho- 
Jour that ever you were partakersof: 


| This Bible was printed here at our Cam- 


| bridge ; amd itis the only Bible that ever 
was printed in all America, from the very 
foundation of the World. The whole 
~Tranflation he writ with but one Pen ; 
which Pen, had it not been loft, would 


have certainly deferved a richer Cafe 


than was beftow’d upon that Pen which 


| Halland writ his Tranflation of Plutarch 


with. The Bible being juftly made the 
s.caaer 
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Leader of all the reft, a little Indian Li-, 
brary quickly followed ; for befides Pri- 
mers, and Grammars, and fome other, 
fuch Compofures, we quickly had The , 
Pradlice of Piety in the Indian Tongue; | 
and the Reverend Richard Baxter's Call to: 
the Unconverted ; he alfo tranflated fome, 
of Mr, Shepherd's Compofures ; and fach; 
Catechifms likewife as there was occafion ; 
for. It cannot but be hoped that fome f 
Fith were to be made alive, fince the Wa-) 
ters of theSan@tuary thus cameunto them. 


(d) Hiss gathering of a Church atNatick. | 


HIE Indians that had feltthe Impref- 

A. fions of his Miniftry, were quick- 
ly diftingnifhed by the name of Praying: \ 
Indians; and thefe Praying- Indians as quick- | 
ly were fora more decent, and Englifh . 
way of living, and they defired a move | 
fixed Cohabitation. At feveral Places | 
did they now combine and fettle: But, 
the Place of greateft name among their 
‘Towns. is that of Natick. ] 
Here twas, that inthe year 1651 thofe . 
that had heretofore lived like the wild j 
Beafts in the Wildernefs, now compaé- , 
ed themfelves into a Town; and they 
firft apply’d themfelves to the forming of | 

their Civil Government. Our General 

Court, 
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ourt, notwithftanding their exact ftudy 
to keep thefe Indians very fenfible of their 
being fubject unto the Englifh Empire,yct 
had allowed them their {maller Courts, 
wherein they might govern their own 
{maller Cafes and Concers aiter their own 
particular modes, and might have their 
*Town-Orders,if 1 may call them fo,pecu- 
liar to themfelves. With reipe& hereunto, 
Mr.Eliot on a Solemn Falt made a publick 
Vow, That feeing thefe Indians were not 
prepoffeffed with any Forms of Government, 
he would inftvutt them into fuch a Form as 
we bad written in the Word of God, that fo 
they might be a People in all things ruled by 
the Lerd. Accordingly, he expounded 
unto them the Eighteenth Chapter of Exo- 
dus and then they chofe Rulers of Hun- 
dreds, of Fifties, of Tens; and therewith- 
} all entred into this Covenant. 
| ‘Weare the Sons of Adam; We and 
} © our Forefathers have along time been 
) loftin our fins; but now the Mercy of 
| © the Lord beginnethtofind us out agains 
© therefore the Grace of Chrift helping 
ys , we do give our felves and our Chil- 
© dren unto God, to be his People. He 
©fhall rule us in all our Affairs; The 
| ©‘ Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Law- 
‘giver, the Lord is our King; he ii 
‘ fave 
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“fave uss and the wifdom which God 
“has taught us in his Book fhall guide, 
“us. Oh Jehovah! Teach us wifdom 
‘fend thy Spirit into our hearts; take, 
“us to be thy People, and let us take thee, 
‘to be our God. 
Such an opinion about the perfeGion of 
the Scripture had he, that he thus ex; 
orefied himfelf upon this occafion ; Ged, 
ovine Nations into diftre/s and perplexity, 
teat fo they may be forced unto the Scripturess. 
all Governments owsil be fhaken, that en 
may be forced at length to pitch upon that firm. 
foundation, The Word of God. 
he little Towns of thele Indians being. 
pitched upon this Foundation, they ut-, 
terly obandoned that Polygamy which had, 
heretofore been common among them ;. 
They made fevere Laws againft Fornica-. 
tion, Drunkennefs,and Sabbath-breaking, . 
and other Immoralities; which» they 
began to lament after the eftablifhment. 
of a Church-order among them, and af. . 
ter the feveral Ordinances and Privileges , 
ofa Church Communion. The Churches , 
of New-England have ufually been very | 
ftri& in their admidtions to Church-Fei- . 
lowfhip, and required very fignal demon- | 
{trations of a Repenting and a Believing 
Soul, before they thought men fit Sub- 
jects 
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eats tobe entrufted with rhe Rights of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But they ieem/‘d ra- 
her. to augment chan abate their ufual 
stri@tnefs when the Examination of the 
indians was to be performed. A day was 
therefore fet apart, which they called 
Natootomeubtenicufuk, or, a Day of asking 
Rueffions, when the Minifters of the ad- 
Hacent Churches, affifted with all the beft 
Interpreters that could be had, publickly 
-xamined a good number of thefe Indi- 
ins, about their Actainments both in 
Knowledge and in Vertue. And not: 
with{tanding the great fatisfaction then 
‘eceived, our Churches being willing to 
proceed furely, and therefore flowly, in 
‘aifing them up toa Church ftate, which 
wight be comprehended in our Confoci- 
ations, the Indians were afterwards cal- 
ed. in Confiderable  Affemblies con- 
yened for that purpofe, to make open 
Gonteffion of their Faich in God and 
Chrilt, and of the Efficacy which his 
word bad upon them for their Converfie 
1 to him; which Confeffions . being 
ken in writing from their mouths by 
ste Interprerers, were icanned by the 
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I need pafs no further cenfure upor, 
them, than what is given by my Grand) 
father, the well-known Richard Mather, it; 
an Epiftle of his, publifhed on this occafi; 
on ; fayshe, * There is fo much of God's 
© Work among them,.as that I cannot buy 
“count it a great Evil, yea, a great Inju 
‘ry to God and his Goodnef, for any te’ 
* make light of it. ‘To fee and hear Indi 
“ans open their Mouths, and lifting up, 
* their Hands and Eyes in Prayer to the 
* Living God, calling on him by his Name 
€ Febovad,inthe Mediation of Jefus Chrift, 
* and this for a good while together ; ta: 
“fee and hear them exherting one ano: 
© ther from the Word of God; to fee and; 
* hear them confefling the Name of Chrifl 
‘Jefus, and their own Sinfulnefs ; fure’ 
‘ this is more than ufual ! And tho they 
{poke in a Language, of Which many 
“of us underitood but little, yer we that 
“were prefent thac day, we faw and 
“heard them perform the Duties ment, 
“oned with fuch grave and fober Couns 
“tenances, with {uch comely reverence, 
‘in their gefture, and their whole car. 
“riage, and with fich plenty of Tears 
‘ trickling down the Cheeks of fome at, 
‘thein, as did argue to us that chey. 
‘ fpake with the holy Fearof God, and it 
* much affeéted our hearts. At 
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mong them: They entred as our Church- 
§ do, into an holy Covenant, wherein 
they gave themfelves, firft unto the Lord, 
te then unto one another, to attend the 
HRules and Helps, and expect the Blef- 
qengs of the Everlafting Golpel ; and Mr. 
Eliet having a Million irom the Church of 
Roxbury unto the work of the Lord Chrift 
Mamong the Isdians, conceived himfelf fuf- 
f ficiently authorized unto the performing 
of all Church-work about them ; ground- 
ing iton Ads 13.1, 2, 3,4. and he ac- 
cordingly adminiftred, firft the Baptifm, 
Wand then the Supper of the Lord unto 
them. 


(ce) The Hindrances and Obftructions 
that the Devil gave unto him. 









KTE find four Affemblies of Praying 

Indians befides that of Natick, in 
our Neighbourhood. “But why no more? 
MW Truly, not becaufe our Z/ior was want- 
ing in his Offers and Labours for their 
good ; but becaufe many of the obdurate 
Infidels would nor receive the Gofpel of Sal- 
vation. In one of his Letters, I find him 
giving this ill report, with fuch a good 
lreafon for it; Lyn-Indians are all naught 
fave 


At length was a Church-ftate fettled a- - 
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fave one, who fometimes comes to bear the wora' 
andthe realon why they are bad,is, pr incipal 
becaufe their Sachim ss naught, and caret, 
not to pray unte God. Indeed the Sachin 
or the Princes of the Indians, generally, 
did all they could that theirSubje@s mighy 
not entertain the Gofpel ; the Devil 
having the Sachims on their fide, thereby, 
kept their Pofleflion of the People too, 
heir Paswaws of Clergy-Men,did muct, 
to maintain the Intereft of the Devils if, 
this Wildernefs, thofe Children of the De. 
vil, and Enemies of all Righteou{ne[s, did nol 
ceale to pervert the Right ways of the Lord 
but their Sachims or Magiftrates did more 
towards it ; for they would prefently. 
raife a Storm of Perfecutionupon any of, 
their Vaffals that fhould Pray unto the 
Eternal God. The ground of this con: 
duct in them, was, an old Fear, that 
Religion would abridge them of the Ty-, 
ranny which they had been us’d unto ; 
they always, like the Devil, held their. 
people in a moft abfolute fervirude, and 
Ruld by no Law, bur by their Will, 
which lefe their poor Slaves nothing that’ 
they could call their own. They now 
fufpeéted that Religion would put Bridle” 
upon fuch ufurpations, and oblige them: 
to a more Equal and Humane way of 

Govern: 














fiovernment ; they therefore, fome of 
them, had the Impudence to addrefS the 
mglifh, that no motions about the Chri- 
‘ian Religion might ever be made unto 





The little Kingdoms and Glories of 

i> Great Men among the Indians, wasa 
mwerful Obftacle to the tuccefs of Mr. 
Wot's Miniftry ; and itis obfervable,that 
etal of thofe Nations which thus re. 

fled the Gotpel, quickly afterwards were 
| Dewil-driven asto begin an un juft and 

Mody War upon the Exglifh which iffued 
I iD, 















































a7) The Lifé:ana Dent 
in their fpeedy and utter Extirpatioh, 
from the Face of Gods Earth. It was par-, 
ticularly Remark’d, an Philip, the Ring, 
leader of the moft calantitous Warithat, 
ever they made upon.us ; our Eliot made, 
a ‘Pender ofthe Everlafting Salvation’to, 
that Kine, “but that Philip entertained) 
with ‘contempt and anger, and after the, 
Indians mode of joyning figns with words, 
he took a Button upon the?Coat ofthe, 
ReverendMan, adding, Thar he care, 
for his Gofpel, jut as much as bescared fa 
that Button. The World has heard‘ wihiat, 
a Terrible Ruine® foon. ‘came‘upon th 
woful Creatute, and upon all:his peopl 
Ttiwas not long’ before the handowh# 
ow Writes,upon'a’cértain occalion to 
offithe Jaw from the Blafphemous ¢xpo} 
ed Skall of that Leviathan’ 3andthe RB 
nowned Samuel Lee is now Paftor to < 
Baglifh Congregation,founding and fho 
Pyailes of Heaven, upon that ver 
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Sometimes the more 
of God) by cutting off the principal-OB, 


vofers of the Gofpel among the Indiams; 
“made way for Mr. Eliot’s Mintarys? Ag, 
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relares that an An osaue@ 
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of prophane Indians near our Weymouth, 
Het themfelves to deter and feduce the 
Neighbour Indians from the Right ways of 
the Lord. But God quickly fent the Smzil- 
Pox among them, which like: a great 
Plague foon {wept them away,and there- 
by engaged the reft unto himféelf I need 
only to add, That one Attempt made by 
the Devil, to prejudice the Pagans againit 
the Gofpel, hati fomething in it extraor- 
dinary. While Mr. Eliot was Preaching 
Fol Chrift unto the other Indians, a De- 
| 70n appeared unto a Prince of the Eafern- 
| Indians, in a fhape that had fome Refem. 
W blance of Mr. Eliet, or of an Exglifh Mini- 
Wfter, pretending to be, The Englifh-man’s 
| God. The Spectre commanded him, To 
\forbear the drinking of Rum, and to obferve 
j*he Sabbath-day, and to deal juftly with his 
Neighbours; all which things had been in- 
culcated in Mr. Eviot’s Miniftty ;' promi- 
fing therewithal unto him, Thar ifhe did 
i{o, at his Death his Soul fhould afcend un- 
j\co.a happy Place; otherwifedefcend un- 
sto Miferies; but the Apparition all the 
\while, never faid one word: about Chrift, 
which was the main fubject of Mr. Elict’s 
Miniftry. The Sachim received fach an 
impreflion from the Apparition, that he 
ealt juftly with all Men, except in the 
Hex bloody 
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bloody Tragedies and Cruelties he after- | 
wards committed on the Exglifh in our, 
Wars; he kept the Sabbath-day like a) 
_.Faft, frequently attending in our Congre-, 
gations ; he would not meddle with any; 
Rum, tho ufually his Country-men had, 
rather dye than undergo fuch a piece of, 
Self-denial ; that Liquor has meerly En-; 
chanted them. At laft, and not long, 
fince, this Demon appear’d again unto this. 
Pagan, requiting him to kill himfelf, and) 
affaring him that he fhould reviveina day , 
or two, never to dye any more. He there-, 


upon divers times attempted it, but his, 
Friends very carefully prevented it ; how-, 
ever at length he found a fair Opportuni-, 
ty, for this fowl Bufinefs, and hanged, 
himfelf; you may be fure, without his. 


expected Refwrreéction. But it is eafie to fee: 
) 














whata ftumbling-black was here laid be- 
fore the miferable Indians. 


(f) The Indian-Charches at Mabhip-. 


paug, azd elfewhere. | 


| 

‘HE fame Spirit which aéted Mr.: 
Elict, quickly in{pired others elfe-, 
where, to profecute the work of refcuing, 
the poor Indians out of their worle tham) 
Exyptian-Darknels, in which Evil Angel 
aad, 
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had been fo long preying upon them. 
One of thefe was the godly and gracions 
Richard Bourn, who foon faw a great ef- 
feat of his holy Labours. In the Year 
Wt666. Mc. Eliot accompanied by the Ho- 
nourable Governour, and’ feveral Magi- 
itrates and Minilters. of Plymouth-Colony 
procured a vaft Aflembly at Mafbippaug 3 
and there a good number of Indians made 
Confeflions touching the Knewledge and 
Belie/, and Regeneration of their Souls, 
faith fuch Underftanding and AffeGion,, 
ms was extreamly: grateful to the Pious 
WAuditory. Yet fuch was the itrietne’ of 
Ihe good People in this Affair, that. be- 
fore they would countenance the ad- 
yancement of thee Indians unto Church- 
Fellow(hip, they oxdered their Confeflions: 
0 be written and fent unto all the Chur- 
ches in the Colony for their Approbati- 
pn; but fo approved they were, that af- 
Werwards the Meffengers of all the Chutr- 
hes giving their prefence and confenc, 
Macey became a Church, and chofe Mr. 
UBcurn to be their. Paftor ; who was then. 





by Mr. Eliot and Mr. Cotton Ordaind un- 
Mo that Office over them. From hence 
Mr. Eliot and Mr. Cotton went over toan 
Mfland called Adartha’s Vineyard, where God 
Had fo fucceeded the honeft Labours of 


3 {fome, 
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fome, and particularly of. the Adaybew’s, | 
as that a Church was gathered. 

This Church, after Fafivg and Prayer, 
chofe one Hiacooms to be their Paftor, 
“tobn Tockinofo, an able and difcreet Chri- 
fiian to be their Teacher ; Jofhua Mum- 
meecheegs and John Nanafo tobe ruling El- 
ders ; and thefe were then Ordain’d by 
Mr. Eliot and Mr. Cotten thereunto, Di- 
ftance of Habitation caufed this one 
Church by mutual Agreemant after wards. 
to become two ; the Paftorand one ru-, 
ling Elder taking one part, and. the 

eacher and ene ruling Elder another 3, 
andat Nantucket, another adjacent Ifland,) 
was another Church of Indians quickly 
gathered, who chofe an Indian, John Gibs, 
to be their Minifter. Thefe Churches:, 
are fo exact in their Admiffion, and fo’ 
folemn in their Difcipline,and foferious in 
their Communion, that fome of the Chri’ 
Cian Englifh in the Neighbourhood,which ; 
would have been loth to have mixed), 
with then in a Civil Relation , yet have’ 
eladly done ita Sacred One. 

145 needlefs for me to repeat what my 
Father has written about the other Indian, 
Congregations ; only there having been , 
made mention of one Hiacooms,) am will- 
ing to annex a Paflage or two sag 

. that 
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& hoe 
| Pagan and? wretched » Neighbours, to! a 


faving: acquaintance with our Lord Jelus 
Chrift; and God: gave him the honour, 
not only of fo doing much for fome,. but 





alfo-of /ufferimg much from others,of thoie. 
unhappy © Salvages.’) Once: partictilanly,: 


this Hiacooms received a cruel blow from 


anJTzdiaa. Prince, which, if fome Eaglsh) 


had not beemthere, mighr have killed 
‘him, for his Praying unto God. And 


aftenwards: he gave this account of his 
‘Erialsin at; faidthe; I hawe tovohands’; 
Thad. one.handcfor: Injuries; and it he-other 
for God's whileL did receive ovrong swith the 
one’, the: other laidthe greater héld ow God. 
Moreover,the Powawws did uletohector 


and abufe the Praying Idians.attuch,a: 
Jrate, as terrified: others from joyning 


with them; but once whem thofe Wirches 
were bragging that they couldkillall che 
1 Praying Indians, if they would ;, Hiacooms 
Vrepli'd, Ler all the Powaws in the Ifland 
) come togethers Tl] venture my felf inthe midff 
of them; : let them ufe: all their VVitcherafts, 
| with the help of God Till tread. upon them alt. 
By this courage’he filenced the Powaws 
| bue at the fame tinre alfo he heartned the 
‘| People, at fuch a rate as was truly .won- 
EF 4 derful 





‘that memorable Indian, That Indian was) 
aivery great Inftrument of bringing his: 
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derfol ; nor could any of them ever harm?| 


this Eminent Confeffor afterwards 3 nor 
indeed any Profelite which had been by 
his means brought home to God ;_ yea, 
’cwas obferved after this, that they rather 


kid than cur’d all fuch of the Heathen, 
as would yet make ufe of their Enchant~ 


ments for help again{t their Sicknef. 


(g) Of Mr. Eliot’s Fellow-Labourers 
in the {Indian-work. 


€1O little was the Soul of cur E/ot ine 
LD fected with any Envy, as that: he 
longed tor nothing more than Fellow- 
Eabourers, that might move and fhine 
inthe fame Orb with himfelf; he made 
his cries both to God and Man, for more 
Labourers to be thruft forth into the In- 


dian Harvelts; and indeed it was an Har-: 
velt of fo few fecular Advantages and: 


Encouragements, that it niuft be nothing 


leis chan a Divine Thruft, which could. 


make any to labourinuc. He flaw the 
aniwer of his Prayers, in the Gene:ous 
and Vigorous Attempts made by feveral 


other moft worthy. Preachers of the Gof-: 


pel, to Gofpelize our perifhing Indians. 


At the writing of my Farher’s Letter! 
there were four; but the Number of them. 


increafes 
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increafes apace among us. At Martha’s 
Vineyard, the old Mr. Mayhew, and feve- 
tal of his Sons, and Grand-fons, have 
done very worthily for the Souls of the 
Indians; there were fifteen years ago, 
by Computation, about fifteen hundred 
Seals of their Miniftry upon that one If. 
land. In Connecticut, theholy and acute 
Mr. Fitch, has made noble Effays, towards 
the Converfion of the Indians; but, I 
think, the Prince he has to deal withal, | 
being an obftinare Infidel, vives unhappy 

Wemora’s to the Succeffes of his Miniftry.. 
And godly Mr. Pierfon has in that Colo- 
ny deferved well, if f miftake nor, upon. 
the fame account. In Ada/fachufets we fee 

pt chisday, the pious Mr. Daniel Gockin, . 
the gracious Mr. Peter Thatcher, che well- 
accomplifhed and induftrious Mr, Grind. 
Rawfon, all of them hard at work.to tun: 
thefe poor Creatures from Darkne)s. unto. 
ight, and from Satan unto God. in Ply- 
south we have the moft active Mr. Samed: 
Treat, laying out. himieli co fave this Ge- 
neration ; and there is one Mr. Tupper, 








Who ules his laudable Endeavours tor the 
initruétion of theni. | 
“Lis my Relation to him, that caufes. 


me. to ceter unto the laft place, the men- 
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r22 The Life and Death 
the Indians in their own Language wich 
an admirable Dexterity, and has done 
more than a little-Sexvice for them. He 
hired an Indian, after the rate of twelve 
Pence per Day for fifty Days, to teach 
him the Indian Tongue; but his knavith 
Tutor having received his whole pay too 
foon, ran away before twenty Days.were 
out; however, in this time he had profi- 


ted fo. far, that he could Preach unto.the © 


Natives; and he has ever fince been do- 
ing much forGod among them, Having 
cold my Reader, thatthe Second Edition 
of the Indian Bible. was wholly. of his Cor- 
rection and Amendment; becaufe it is 
not proper for me to fay much of him, I 
fhall only add this remarkable Story. : 
Mr. Cottoz, accompanyd by the Gover- 
nor and Major-General, and fundry Per- 


fons of Quality, made a Journey to a Na- 
tion of Indians in the Neighbourhood, 


with a free offer of the Words whereby. they. 
might be Saved. ~The Prince tock time 
to confider of it, and according to: the. 


true Exglifh. of taking time in fuch cafés,. 


at length he told them, He did not accept 
the Tender. which they made him, YVhey 
then teok their leaves of him, not without 
firft giving him this plain and fhore Ad- 
gonition, If God bave any Mercy for your 
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miferable People, he will quickly, find away, to 
take you out-of the way.” EL was prefently 
after thischat shis Prince going forth to 3! 
Battel againtt another Nation of Indians, 
was killed: im the: Fight ; and che young 
Prince being in his Minority. the Govern. 
ment: fell-into the hands. of Rearetions 
which favoured the Intereft-of the Gofpel. 
Mr. Cotton being adviled of it, dpe pede 


and profperoufly renewed the. Lidings of 
an Eternal Saviour to. the Salvages, who. 


have. ever. fince atrended upon his Mint. 
{try ; and ‘the young Sachim, after he 

came,to-Age,, expreiled: his Approbation 
off the. Chriftian. Religion 3. Help ecially, 
wheni a while. fince he lay.a Dying of a 
redious Diitemper, and would: keep read- 


| ing of Mr, Baxter's Call: to the Unconwerted, 


with floods, of "Fears. in.is Eyes, while he | 


had-any. ftrength to Geir. 
Sucli as thefe are the Perfons Hin Our 


} Elwtlettengag’d inthe Indian-work when, 
be departed from his Employ ment, unte 


are fo indefatigable jin. their, Lat OUTS, a>. 
mong the! Iedians, as) that. the. mof- equal. 


his Rec compence. © And, thete Sanh ata 


| Judges muft acknowledge. them, worthy 





of much. greater Salaries. than) they. are, 
gencroully contented with... Buc. are 
may fee then whountp ees that.¢lamorous 

( tho 


of Adv. John Ehot.. 123: 















The Life and Death 
(tho contemptible and blafted ) Perfecu-: 
tor of this Country, who very zealoufly 

Addreffed the late A. B. of Canterbury, 

that thefe Minifters might be deprived of 
their little Stipends, and that the faid Sti- 

pends might go to maintain that way oP 
Worthip among us, which the Plantation 
was erected on purpofe for the peaceable: 
avoiding of. | 


Ch) The facred and folemn Exercifes 
perform’ d in the Indian Congregations. 


/f Y Father’s account of the Exerci- 
t'Y 2 fes performed in the Indian. Con- 
eregations, will tell us what a bleffed 
Fruit our Eliot faw of his Labours, before: 
he went unto thofe Rewards which God: 
had referv’d in the Heavens for him.Some 
of the Indians quickly built for themfelves 
good and large Meeting-houfes, after the 
Englifh Mode, in which alfo after the Ex- 





kfo’ Mode they attended the things of the 


Ringdom of Heaven: And feme of the 
Englifh were helpful to them upon this 
account 3; among whom | ought particu- 
larly to mention that Learned, Pious and 
Charitable’ Gentleman, the Worthipful 
Samuel Sewal E{g; who at hisown Charge 


builr a Meeting-houfe for one of the Inds 
| ane 
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ax Congregations, and gave thole Jzdians 

caufe to pray for him under that Chara- 
er, He loveth our Nation, for be hath built 

ms a Synagogue. 

| It only remains that I give a touch or 
two upon the Worthip which is attended 

in the Synagogue of the Indians... And 
Wirtt.the very Name of Praying Indians will 
affure us, chat Prayer is one of their De- 

votions; be fure they could not be our 

Elio’s Difciples if it were not fo. But 

how do they pray? we are told it is,w7td- 

out a Form, becaufe fromthe Heart; which. 
fs, asI remember, Tertullian’s Expreflion 

concerning the Prayers inthe Affemblies 

of the Primitive Chriftians; namely, five 

mnonitore quia de pectore. It is evident, that 

the Primitive Chriftians had no faced Li 

turgies among them; that no Forms of 
Prayers were in their times impofed upon 

the Minifters of the Gofpel; that even 

about the platform of Prayer given us. by 

our Lord, ic was the Opinion of dugs/tin 

himfelf, notwithftanding the advances 

madein his Age towards what we.count 

Superftitious, that our Lord therein taught net 

Ibvbat words we fhould ufe in Prayer, but what 

Pings we should pray for. And whatever 

tcoits the profanity of our days has abu- 

fed that Phrafe and thing withal, Gregory 

! WNa%be.nZen 
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Nazianzen in his days counted it che: ELor, | 


nour of his Father’s publick Prayers; that 
he had them from, and made them by the: Holy 
Spirit. Our Indians accordingly find, that 
if they ftudy the words of God, and their 
own Sins, and Wants, and Woes, they: 
fhall foon come to that attainment, Behold 


they pray! Fhey can pray with much per=", 


tinence and enlargement; and: would 
much wonder at it, if they fhould hear of 
an. Englifh Clergy that should read their 


Prayers out of a Book, when they fhould , 


pour out theiy Souls: before. the God: of; 
Heaven. © 
Their Preaching has muchof Elot, and. 
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therefore you may be fure much of Senips), 


ture s but perhaps more of the: Chriftian: 


| 
} 


than of the Scholar in it. I know nat: 
how to defcribe it better; than by reeir, 


ting the Heads of a Sermon; utrered by: 


an Ixdian, ona Day of Hamiliation kept, 


by them, at a time when great: Rains had, 
given much damage to their Fruits and) 


\ 


Fields ; ‘Twas on this. wife: 4 Lirle I fball, 


Jay, according to that little P kaw. 


Gen! 6.20/20. 
And Noah: built an Altar to Febouah;., 


be took of every: cleam Beaft, and of every. , 


clean. 
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clean Fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on, the 
Altar. And the Lord [melled a foveet Savour, 
and the Lord faid in bes Heart, I will not 
I again Curfe the Ground. 

~~ ©In that Noah facrificed, he fhew’d 
‘himfelf thankful; in. that Noe worthip- 
“ed, he fhewed hinafelf godly. In that 
he offered clean Beafts,he fhewed' that 
I‘ God is, an holy God. And ail thae 
come to God muft be pure and clean. 
‘Know, that we mult by Repentance 
Mi‘ purge our felves; which is the Work 
Wi‘ we are to dothis Day. 

‘ Noah facrificed, and fo worthipped. , 





Wl This was the manner of old. time, But 


‘what Sacrifices have we now to offer? 
Mi I thall. anfwer by that in Pfal 4. 5. Offer 
Ii © to God the Sacrifice of Righteou{ne/s, and put 
I‘ your truft im the Lord ‘Thee are the 
“true Spiritual Sacrifices which God re- 
‘quireth at our hands; the Sacrifices of 
© Righteoufuef ; that is, we mult look to 
HW our Hearts and Ways, that they be 
© Righteous 3 and then we fhall be accep- 
table to God when we worthip him. 
¢ Burif we be unrighteous, unholy, un- 
“godly, we fhall not, be, accepted, our 
© Sacrifices. will be flark naught. Again, 
© we are to put our trufl in the Lord. Who 
© elfeis there for us to truft in? We muft 

* believe 
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© believe in the Word of God,if wedoubtof. | 
© God,or doubt of his Word,our Sacrifices °' 
© are little worth; but if we truft ftedfaft- 
“ly in God, our Sacrifices will be good. 

‘Once more, what Sacrifices muft we © 
‘offer? My anfwer is, we muft offer 
‘fuch as Abraham offered. And whata 
© Sacrifice was that ? Wearetuld in Gen. 
£22.12. Now I know that thou fearefe me, 
© feeing thou haft not withheld thy Son, thy 
‘ only Son from me. It feems he had bue | 
‘one dearly be'oved Son, and he offered | 
‘that Son to God; and fo Ged faid, I 
“ know thou fearef? me! Behold, a Sacrifice | 











‘indeed and in truch! fuch an one muft 
‘we offer. Only, God requires not us 
‘to Sacrifice our Sons, but our Sins; our |‘ 
‘ deareft Sins. God calls us this day to * 
‘ pare with all our Sins, tho’ never fo be- | 
‘loved ; and we muit not withhold any ! 
“of them from him. If we will not part | 
‘with all, the Sacrificeis nor right. Let. | 
“us part with fuch Sins as we love belt,. 
*andit wil be a good Sacrifice. } 
“God [melt a fweet favour in Noah’s Sa- 
“ erifice ; and fo will God receive our Sa- | 
‘ crifices, when we worfhip him aright. ' 
© But how did God manifeft his accep- ° 
‘tance of Noah's Offering? "Iwas by 
* promifing todrownthe World nomore,. ' 
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|‘ but give us fruicfol Seafons. . God has 
‘chaftifed us of late, as if he would ut- 
“terly drown us; and he has drowned, 
“and {poiled, and ruined a great deal of 
“our Hay, and threatens to kill our Cat- 
“tel, -Tis for this that we Faft and Pray 
‘this Day. Let us then offer a clean and 
i’ pure Sacrifice, as “Noah dids {fo God 
“ will fmell a favour of Reft, and he will 
“withhold the Rain, and blefs us with 
*fuch Fruitful Seafons as we are defiring 
* of him. 
Thus Preached an Indian cailed Nz: 
fookkon, above thirty years ago; and 
fince that, I fuppofe, they have grown 
alittle further into the New-Englifh way 
of Preaching: You may have in their 
Sermons a Kukkeoromwobteaonk, that is, a 
Doétrine, Nabtootemwebteaonk , or, an 
Antwer, a Witcheayeuonk, or, a Reafon 
with an. Ouwoteank, or, an Ufe forthe 
Iclofe of all. 
As for Holy-days, you may take ic for 
pranted, our Elit would not perfwade 
us Indians to any ftated ones. Even 
he Chriftmas-Feftival it felf, he knew to 
pea ftranger unto the Apoftolical times; 
‘hat the exquifite Vofius himfelf acknow- 
edges, “twas not celebrated in the Firft 
or Second Century : And that there isa 
Truth 
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Truth int the words of the great Chemzizz. | 
us, Anniverfarium Diem Natalis Chrifti, | 
celebratum fuiffe, apud vetuffimos nunquam 
leginur. It was his Opinion, that if the’, 
Day. of our Lord's Nativity were to\be ob- | 
ferved, ir fhould:not be in December : chat ; 
many Churches for divers Ages kept it 
not in December, bat in Fanuary; that | 


n 


Chryfoftons himfelf, about four! hundred , 
Years after our Saviour, excufes the No- ; 
velty of the December-feafon for it, and 
conféffes it had not been kept above:ten } 
years. atConf-antinople: No, chat itdhould | 
be rather in September, in which Month), 
the Fews kept the Feaft that wasa Type, 
of our Lord’s Incarnation 3: andi Soloman, 
alfo. breught the Ark into the Tempiep 
for our Lord was thirty: years old: when, 
he entred upon his ~ publick Miniftry ;. 
and he continued init three years. and am. 
half ; now his‘Death wasin March, and: 
it is eafie then to calculate when his Births, 
ought tobe. He knew that indeed God ; 
had hid this Day, as he did the Body of 
Mofes, to prevent Idolatry 9 but that An. 
tichrift had chofe this Day toaccommo- | 
date the Pagans in their licencious and 
their debauched Saturnalia; and that a° 
Tertullian would not ftick to fay, Shall we’, 
Chriftians, who have nothing to do with the 
Feftivals 
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Feffivals of the Jews, which were of Divine 
I lnftitution, embrace the Saturnalia: of the 
Heathen? Hiw do the Gentiles fhame as, 
who are more true to their Religion than we 
are to ours? None of them. rill obferve the 
| Lord’s Day, for fear left they fhould be Chri- 
fians 3 aud fhall not swe then by obfer-ving 
their Beftivals, fear left we be made Eth- 
Bnicks? In fine, iewas his Opinion, That 
lifer us to have ftared Holy-days, which 
are not appointed by the Lord Jefis 
|} Chrift, is a deep Refletion upon the Wit 
Iidom of that Gracious Lord; and he 
[browght up: his Isdians in the Principles 
which the cld Waldenfes had about fuch 

Wnon-inftituted Holy. days. 
| Neverthelefs, he taught chem to fet 4- 
part their Days both for Fafting and 
|) Prayer,and. for Fealting and Praife, when 
there fhould-be extraordinary Occafons for 
them ;-and they perform the Duties of 
Withefe Days with a very laborious Piety. 
WOne Party of the Indians long fince, of 
their own: accord, kept a Day of Supplica- 
Mitten together, wherein one of them dif: 
ficourfed upon Pfal: 66. 7. He rules by has 
power for ever, bis eyes behold the nations : 
Tet not the rebellious exalt themfelves. And 
when one asked them afterwards, what 
was their reafon of their keeping fuch a 
Day? 
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Day? they reply’d, It was to obtain five 
Mercies of God. 

* Firft, That God would flay the re- 
° bellion of their Hearts. Next, That they 
“might love God and one another. 
* Thirdly, That they might withftand the 
“Temptations of Wicked Men, fo that 
‘they might not be drawn back from 
‘God. Fourthly, That they might be 
“Obedient unto the Counfels and Com- 
“mands of their Rulers. Fifthly, Thae 
‘they might have their Sins done away 
‘ by the Redemption of Jefus Chrift. And 
‘ laitly, That they might walk in the good 
* ways of the Lord. Imuft here embrace 


my Opportunity to tell the World, That. 
our cautious Eliot was far from the Opi-- 


nion of thofe who have thought it not: 
only warrantable, but alfo commendable 
to Adopt fome Heathenith Ufages into 
the Worfhip of God, for the more eafie 


and f{peedy gaining of the Heathen to: 


that Worfhip. The policy of treating 
the Pagan Rites as the Fews were to do 
Captives, before they married them, to 
fhave their Hair, and pare their Nails, our 
Eliot counted as ridiculous as pernicious. 
He knew that the Idolatries and Abomi- 
nations of Popery, were founded in this 
way of Profelyting the barbarous Nations, 
which 
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which made their Defcent upon the Ro- 
man Empire; and he look’d upon the 
like methods which the Proteftants have 
ufed,that they might ingratiate themfelves 
with the Papifts, and that our Separation 
from them fhould become lefs dangerous 
and fenfible, to be the moft fenfible and 
‘dangerous wound of the Reformation. 
i) Wherefore,as no lef§ a Man than D. Henry 
Moor lays about our Compliances with 
the Papifts, which are a fort of Pagans, 
‘Their Converfion and Salvation being not to 
be compaffed by needles Symbelizing with 
them in any thing, I conceive our beft policy ‘zs 
fiudioufly to imitate them in nothing, but for 
all indifferent things, to think rather the worfe 
of them for their ufing of them. As no Per- 
fon of Honour would willingly go in the known 
Garb of infamous Perfons. Whatfoever we 
court them in, they do but turn it to our {corn 
and contempt, and are the more kardned in 
their own wickednef.To a& upon this Prin- 
ciple, is the defign and glory of New-Eng- 
Jand! And our Eliot was of this Perfwafi- 
on, when he brought his Indians to a pure, 
}plain, Scripture Worfhip. He wou!d net’ 
gratifie them with a Samaritan fort of 
blended, mixed Worfhip; and he ima- 
gined, as well he might, that the Apoftle 
Paul’s firft Epiftle to the Corinthians had 
ts fh enough 
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enough in it, ‘for ever to deterus allfrom | 
fuch unhapyy Temporizing. 4 


(i) 4 Comparifon between what the New- | 
Englanders bave done for the Converfion 
of the Indians, and what bas been done 
elfewhere by the Roman Catholicks. 


'T is tobe confeffed, That the Roman 
Catholicks have a Clergy fo very nu- 
merous, and fo littie encumbred, and 
are Maftersof dich prodigiousEcclefiafti- 
Cal Revenues, as:renders it very eafie for, 
them coexceed the Protefants in» theiren- 
deavours to Chriftianize the ‘Pagan Sal-, 
vages. ‘Norwould Ireproach;but rather | 
applaud their induftry in ‘this matter, 
wifhing that we were all touched with) 
an Emulation oft. Neverthelefs, while 
I commend ‘their Induftry, they do by 
their Clamours againft the Reformed 
Churches upon this account, oblige me 
to tax divers very {candalousthings in the 
Miffions which they make pro propaganda’ 
fide throughout che World 3 and there- 
witha] to-compare what has been done 
by thar lictle handful of Reformed) 
Churches in this Country, which has 
in divers regards out-done the furthelt 
Efforts of Popery. of 
The 








The: \attainmes 
help we have'carried sip our Yedians unto, 
are the chief honour and glory -oftour 
Labours with them, The Reader: will 
Amile. perhaps, when d tell shim, thatvby 
an ods! accidenpthere areclarely. fallen in- 
ito my hands, ithe MannfCriprs ofa’ Fe- 
ait, whom theFrench employed as.a Adif- 
ll (fonary among the Weftern. Indivns s in 
which: Papers there are both a Catechifin 
4 containing: the Principles. which :thofe 
) Heathens are to be inftru@ed in; and 
| Cafes of Confcience, referring to their Con- 
verfations. The Gatechifm, which is in 
the Iroquoife Language (a Language’ re- 
-markable for this,othat there is not fo 
much asa Labial dh it). witha Tranflati- 
on: annexed:, »hasrone Chapter about 
Heaven, and another about Hell, where- 
mare fuch Thick skul'’d paffages as thefé. 
*Q. How # the Soil made in Heaven ? 
) 0 «AA. OTis a very: fair Soyls they want 
} ‘neither for Adeats mor Clothes ; “tis but 
‘wifhing, and. we have them. 
©Q. Are they employd in Heaven? 

»- ©A. No, they. do nothing.; the Frelds 
| “ yield Corn, Beans, Pumpkins, and the like 
i} © without any Tillage. 
£Q. What fort of Trees are there? 
“A. Always green,full.and flourifhing. 
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© have here? 
© ©. No, the Sun ever fhines ; ’tis al- 
© ways fair weather. 

©Q. But how thew Fruits? 


© A, Inthis one quality they exceed ° 


“ours ; that they are never waited ; you 
“have no fooner pluckt one, but you fee 
‘another prefently hanging in its room. 
© And alter this rate goes on the Catechifm 
‘concerning Heaven. Concerning Hell 
it thus difcourfes : i 

*Q. VV hat fort of a Soil is that of Hell 2. 

‘A. Avery wretched Soil; ’tis a flery 
© Pit, in the Center of the Earth. 

°Q. Have they any light in Hell: 


“A.No, ‘tis always dark ; there's al. | 


‘ways Smoke there ; their Eyes are al- 


“ways in pain with it 5 they can fee no- , 


‘thing buc the Devils. 
‘Q. VVhat fhapd things are the Deviis ? 
‘A. Very ill fhap’d things; they go 

‘about with Vizards on; and they ter- 

‘rifie Men. 
©Q. Vbat do they eat in Hell? 

‘A. They arealways hungry ; but the 
‘damned teed upon hor Alhes and Ser- 
“ pents there. 

© Q. What water have they to drink ¢ 


© Q. Have they in Heaven the fame Sua, | 
© the fame Wind, the fame Thunder that we 
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© A. Horrid Water ; nothing but mele- 
ed Lead. 


‘Tis one of their wei ghty Cafes,‘ Whe- 
‘ther a Chriftian be bound to pay his 





Whore her Hire, or no? Te this Fa- 
her Bruias an{wers, Tho’ he be-bound in 
fuftice to do it, yet in afmuch asthe Barba: 
vans | and you mutt fuppofe their Whores 
obefuch! } w/e to 

‘eatters, 


bey will k 





pay a Witch tbat 

8 enchanted him: and this bufinels a precty 
uch akin to that. Another of their difh- 
‘pit Cafes, is, ‘Whether an Indian feal- 
Jag an Harchet from a Dutchman, be 
ound to make Reftitution 2 And it is 
ry-confcientionfly determined, « fhat 
v3 VW 






































Sin a Year. | | 
Uiltire my” Reader with no more of " 
this wretched ftuff. Bue let him under- | 





ftand,that the Profelyted Indians of New- 
Bugland have beer intruded at a more | 
noble rate ; we have helped them ‘to the 4 
fincere Milk of the Word: We have gi: | 
veh them the whale Bible in their own ‘ 
Language, we have laidibefore them fuch | 
aCreedasthe Primitive Believers hadjwith 
finch Explications as we-embark our own" 
Souls'upon-the Affarance of «And God ! 
Bag bletfed out Education of thefe poor! 
Creaturesin fecha meafire, that they: 
can Pray and Preach robeeter Education! 
fcive me leave to fay i) than multrudes! 
of the RomiliClergymem We could have: 
Baptized\imany: Troops ot Indians, it.wes 
would bave wed novocher meatures: with! 
them, chinithe Roman Catholichs did up= 
on theirs at Maryland, where they Bap 
tized a great Crew of Indians, in fome 
new Shirts, “beftow'd: upon thenr to ens 
hemi thereunto; but the Indians: 
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courage t 


at i -aed Wee 
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oor two; not knowing how tob 
wath 





wath their fhites, when chéy were grown 


foul, came atid made a motion, that the 


Roman Catholicks would give more fhirts 
to them, or elfe they would Renource 





their Baptifin. No; tis a Thérongh paced 
Chriftianity, without which we Have noe 
imagined out Indians Chriftianized, 

 Norhave we beén'acked with 2 Ramzy. 


Catholick Avarice and Fairy and Cruélty in 


Leah: of our Gonverfionss tis che 
pirit of an ELIOT) thae Was all alone’ 


yeirected as.’ “Fis a Sodcinvety of thé Po! 
pith Avapices chat théix ‘NfifRenaties are 
ery rarely employed but Whee Béver, 
wend Silver, and vaft Riches ate tobe there. 
by gaied'; their Miniftey’ is bue'a {ort 


WPEEngines to éntich Europeans with the 
Wp Creatures of che Daviess thas'oheefea ped 


ftom Captivity antone ches paivasdercold 


a 


me; thae che Spxnih Friars had carried 
mes ? 


WheiPGSisel i460 the fpacious Gotintry of 


alifor nit s\ but finding thé Indias thére 


HO bE extretely Pods. they quickly save 


other rhe-workibecauté forfoorh fach a poor 


a 2i20% 2s not worth’ C onverting, Whereas 


ne New Englinders could expec nothing 
COM theit Eidians)\' Weal to feed then 
acd’ cloath ¢thémi! rathér than receive any 
aig: frotr them, wher we bring them 
ome to'God. Again, thé Poaith Balfity 
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difpofes them, to fo much Legerdemain in | 
cheir Applications, as is very difagreeable | 
to the Spirit and Progrefs of the Gofpel. | 
My, worthy Friend, Atynbeer Dette, who? 
has. been fedulous and fuccefsful in his | 
Miniftry among'the Maqua’s, affures me; | 
that a French Predicator, having been at: ! 
cempting to bring over thole.Iudians unto ! 
che Intereft (not of our Saviour, fo. much | 
as) of Canada, at laft, for a cure,of their * 
Infidelity, told. chem, he would give them 
a fign. of God’s Difpleafure:at them. for it; 
The Sun. {hould {uch a day be put out, Lhis | 
cerrify’d them at.a fad rate,and with great | 
admiration and. expectation, they cold ‘ 
the Dutch of what was to come to pals@e 
the. Dutch reply’d, This 2was-no-more than ' 
every Child among them could foretel ; they ' 
all knew there would then be an Eclipfe of the | 
Sun, but (faid they ) fpeak to Monheur, 4 
that be would get the Sun extinguifrda day | 
before, or a day after what he {poke of, and tf 
he can do that, believe him. When the In-! 
dians thus underftood. what. a.Trick.the | 
Frenchmen would have put upon. them, : 
they became. irreconcileably prejudiced | 
againft all his offers. nor have the French) 
been fince able to gain. much upon that ' 
confiderable People. The New-England-) 
ers have ufed no fuch Stratagems and Kna-! 
Veries 5! 
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Veries; ’cis the pure light of truth, which 
is all that has been. ufed for the effecting 
of the rude People, whom ’twas eafie to 
ave cheated into ourProfeflion. Much 
lefs have we ufed that Popith Cruelty, 
which the Natives of America have by 
fome other People. been treated. with. 
Even a Bifhop of their own, hath publith- 
edvery Tragical Hiftories of the Spanif, 
Cruelties upon the Indians of this Weftern 
World. Such were thofe Cruelries, chat 
the Indians,at Jeneth declared; Thsy had 
vather go to Hell with their Anceftors, than 
tothe fame Heaven which the Spaniards prer 
tended unto. * Lis deed impotfible to -rec- 
kon ap, the various and exquifire Barba- 
rities with which thefe execrable Spaniards: 
murthered in lefs than fifty Years, no lef 
Wehan. fiiry Millions of che Indians; it {eems 
Wis. was their way of bringing them into 
pe Sheeptold of our Merciful Jefus; bur 

} 














mpo the other fide, the good People of 
Wew England have carried it with fo much 
Hendernefs towards the Tawny Creatures 
mong, whom. we live, that they would 
0t own fomuch as one foot of Land in 
jhe Country, without a fair Purchafe and 
-omfent from, the Natives that laid claim’ 
Pato.it; albeit.we had a Royal Charter - 
yom the King of Great Britain, to pro- 
| 3 rect 
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tect us in our Settlement upon this'Cont | 
tinent.  T fuppofe, ‘twas in revenge upon | 
us for this Confcientioufnels, that the late 
oppreffors of New England, acknowledged | 
no Man to have any ‘Title at all, unto | 
one Foot of Landinall our Colony. But | 
we did, and:we do think, notwithftand: | 
ing tH@ Banters of fach Iii Men, that the | 
Indians had ‘not by their Paganilm fe for- 
feired all Right unto any of their Poflefli- | 
ons, that the firft pretended Chriftians 
that could, might violently and yet ho- 
neftly feize upon them. Inftead of this, | 
the People of New England, knowing | 
that fome of the Englifh were fufficientiy | 
covetous and encroaching, and that the | 
Indians in {treights are eafily prevailed up, 
on, to fell their Lands; made a Law, 
That none frould Purchafe, or fo much as Re | 
ecive any Land of the Indians, without the 
allowance 0/ ee General Court. Bees and | 
fome Lancs which were pecuitarly con: 
venient fit the pi baban? our People, who 
were more careful of them than they 
were of themfelves, made’a Law, That 
they {nould never be bought out of their ‘Hands 
f fappote after this, 1¢ would furprifé | 
Mankind, if they fhould hear fuch won- 
derful Creatures as our late Secretary, af: ' 
filming, Tbw barbarous People were never ' 
civilly 
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civilly treated by the late Government, who 
made it their bufinef to encroach upon their 
Lands, and by degrees to drive them out of 
all. But, how many other Laws we made 
in favour of the Indians, ’ds not eafie to 
reckon up. *Iwas one of our Laws, 
© That for the further Encouragement of 
© the hopeful Work among them, for the 
© Civilizing & Chriftianizing of chem, any 
© Indian that fhould be broughrunto Civi- 
-iicy, and come to live orderly. in any 
© Englifh Plantation, fhould have fuch 
Alotments among the Engiifh, as the 
© Englifh had themfelves. And, that ifa 
competent number of them, fhonid to 
“come On to Civility, as to be capable 
of a Townthip, the General Court 
€fhould grant them Lands for a Planta+ 
} ‘tion, asthey do unto the Engl); Altho 
we had already bought up their Claims 
unto our Lands.’ We: likewife had our 
Laws. That if any of oar Cattle did any 
damage to their Corn, we (hould make them 
ample Satisfaction ; and that we fhould give 
\them all manner of Affiftance in Fencing of 
their Fields. And becaufe the Indians are 
exceflively given unto the Vice ef Dran- 

Renne(s, which was a Vice unknown to 

them, until the Exglifh brought Strong- 

drink in their way, we have.had a fevere 
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Law againft all felling or giving any In- 
toxicating Liquors to them. It were well 
if this Law were more feverely Executed. 

By this time I hope I have ftopp’d the 
Calumnicus Exclamations of the Roman 
Catholicks againft the Churches of the 
Reformation, for neglecting to Evange- 
lize the Natives of the Indies. But let me 
take this occafion to addrefs the Chritti- 
an Indians of my own Country,into fome 
of whofe hands ’tis likely this little Book 
may come. 

€ ‘ Behold ye Indians, what love,what 
‘care, what coft, has been ufed by the 
‘ Englifh here, for the Salvation of your 


‘ Preciousand Immortal Souls. It is not 
$ 


~ 


Advantage from you, that we have been 
* thus concerned for your good: No, ‘tis 
‘ God chat has caufed us to defire his Glo- 
‘ry in your Salvation ; and our hearts 
have bled with pity over you, when we 


oe 


“have feen how horribly the Devil Op-. 


~ 


pretfed you inthis, and deftroyed yeu, 
in another World. It is mach that has 
‘been done for you, we have put you 
into. a way to be happy both on Earth 
‘while you live, and in Heaven.when ye 
Dye. What-can you think will become 
‘of you, if you flight all thefe Glorious 
| * offers. 
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becaufe we have expected any Tesmporal — 
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“ offers! me thinks you fhould fay to your 
“elves, Vitoh woh ksifinne peb quoh humunan’ 
‘ milhanantamog ne mohfag wadchanituonk }- 
* You all believe that your Teacher Eliot. 
“was a Good and a Brave Man, and you 
“would count it your Bleffednefs to be 
“for ever with him, . Neverthelefs, I am: 
to tell you, that if you don’t become: 
“Real, and Thorough, and Holy Chri: 
“ftians,you fhall never have a comfortable- 
“fight of him any more. You. know. 
“how he has fed you, and cloach’d you, 
“as well as Taught you; you. know- 
“how his Bowels-. yerned. over you, even 
“as tho’ you had been his Children,when 
“he faw any Afflidtions come upon you ; 
“but if he find you among the wicked, 
“in the day of Judgment, which he fo 
‘ often warn’d you of, he wilk. then be 
}(a Dreadful Witnefs againft. you; and 
} when the Lord Jefus paffesthat fentence . 
“on you, Depart ye Curfed into Everlafling 
VS Fire with the Devil and his Angelsy even 
“your own Eliot willthen fay, Amen, un- 
coitall. Now to deal plainly with you,. 
“there are. two Vices, which, many.of 
|’ you are too prone unto, and which are 
j utterly inconfiftent; with.a True Chii- 
“ftianity. One ofthofe Vices is that of 
“Idleneiss if you had a. Difcefirion. to - 
| y : follow 
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“follow an honeft Calling, what fhould 
“hinder you: from growing as. Confide- 
“rable in your Eftates, as many of your 
* Englifh Neighbours? Whereas, you are 
“now poor, mean, ragged, ftaryed, con- 


“temptible and miferable; and inftead 


‘of being able, as your Englifh Neigh- 


“boursdo, to fupport the Ordinances of | 
“God, you are beholden to them, not. | 


“only for maintaining of thofe Blefled 
“Ordinances among you, bur for many 


* other kindnefies. And -haye you indeed | 


‘forgot the Cowmandment. of God which 
“has been fo often laid’ before you, Six 
“days fhalt thou Labour! For thame apply 















* your felvesto fiich Labour as may bring 


* you into more Hand{ome Circumftan- 
“ces. But the other of thofe Vices, is that 


“of Drurkenne/s. There are godly Exglif, 
“ Neizhbours, of whom you fhould learn. 


“to pray ; but there are {ome of you that 


‘learn’ ‘to Drink, of other profane, de~_ 
“bauched Englifh. Neighbours, Poor Crea- 


“tures, “tis by this Iniquiry that Satan fill 
“keeps: poffeflion of many Souls among 
“you, as much as.if you were ftillin aih 
“your woful Heatheni/im ; and how: often, 
“have. you been told, Driunkards hall mot ins 
“perit the Kingdom of God?t befeech YOu tO 
‘be fenfible of che mifchigfs ro which this. 
bata ana “thing: 
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“ thing expofes:you , and never dream of. 
“efcaping the Vengeance of Eternal Fire, if 
‘ you indulge your felves inthis Accurfed 
‘ Thing. Yhave done,when | have wilh’d 
“that the Gofpel of the Lord Jefus. may. 
“always Run. and be Glorified ameng you. 


Zhe Conclufion, or, Eliot, Expiring: 


ys Y-cthis time, I have doubdlef§ made- 
is my Readers loth -to-have me tell 
what now remains of thislistle Hikory : 
doubrleds they are withing. thac this Sohn 
might have Tanried unrall the Second. coming 
of our Lord. Burt,. alas, Alhdevouriag 
Death at \aft {natch’d him from us, and 
flighted: all thofe Lamentations of ours, - 
Ady Father; My Father3 the Chiriors of If- 
racl, and the Horfemen:-thereoft:) 

When he wasbecome’ a fort of -AGles - 
Emeritus, and began to drawnear hisEnd, , 
he grew itil more Heavenly, more Savo- 
ry, more, Divine, and: Scented more of - 
the Spicy Country. at which he was tea-. 
dyto put. -afhore;- As. the Hifterian. ob- 
ferves, of Tiberius 3, Ehat.when: his Lif: 
and. Strength..were going from him, hi 
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we. 
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Vice yet remained with him; on the 
contrary, the Grace of this Excellent 
Man rather increafed than abated, when 
every thing elfeé was dying with him. 
"Tis too ufual with Old Men, that wher 
they are palit work, they are leaft fen- 
fible of their inabilities and incapacities, 
and can fearce endure to fee another 
fucceeding them in any part of their Of- 
fice. But our Eliot was of a Temper 
quite contrary thereunto; for finding 
many Months before his Expiration, 
That he had not Strength enough to E- 
dify his Congregation with publick Pray- 
ers and Sermons,he importun’d his People 


with fome impatience to call another Mi-. 


nifter;profeflinghimfelf,unable todie with 
comfort,until he could. fe a good Succeffor 
Ordain’d,Settled and Fixed among them. 
For this Caufe, he alfo cry’d mightily 
unto the Lord Jefus, our Afcended Lord, 
that he would give fuch a gift unto Rox 
















bury; and he fometimes call’d his whole _ 


Town together, to joyn with him ina 
Faft for fuch a Blefling. As the return 
of their Supplications, our Lord quickly 
beftow’d upon them, a: Perfon young ia 
Years, but old in Di{cretion,Gravity and 
Experience; andone whom the Church 
at Roxbary hopes to'find, 4 Pa/for afte 
God's own Heart. Ir 





of Mr. John Ehiot. 149 


| Icwas Mr. Nehemiah Walter, who be- 
ing by the unanimous Vote and Choice. 
of the Church there, become the Paftor 
of Roxbury, immediately found the Vene- 
rable Eliot Embracing and Cherifhing of 
him, with the tender Affections. of a Fa- 
ther. The good Old Manlike Old Aaron 
as it were difrobed himfelf, with an un- 
f{peakable Satisfaction, when he beheld 
his Garments put upon a Son {fo dear un- 
-tohim. After this, he fora year or two 
before his Tranflation, could {carce be 
per{waded unto any publick Service, but 
humbly pleaded, what none but he 
would everhave faid, It would be a wrong 
to the Souls of the people, for him to do any 
thing among them, when they were fupplyed 
| fo much to their Advantage otherwife. Ifl 
| miftake not,the Laft that ever he Preach- 
| ed was on: a publick Faft; when. he fed 
) his People with avery diftin@, and ufe- 
fal .Expofition upon the Eighty Third 
| Pfalin; and he coneluded wich an Apo- 
logy, begging his Hearers to pardon the 
| poornefs, and meannefs and brokennefs, 
(as he called it) of his Meditations, bue 
added he, Ady dear Brother here, will byand 
by mend all. 
But altho’ he thus.difmiffed himfelf, as 
ane fo near to the Age of. Ninety, might 
well. 
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well have done from his publick Labours; 
yet he would not give over his endeav- 
Ours, in a more private Sphere, to Do 
good unto all. He had always been an 
Enemy co Idlenefs ; any one that fhould 
look into the little Diary that he kept in. | 
his Almanacks would fee that there was _ 
with him, No day without a Line; he was 
troubled when he faw how much Time. 
was devoured by the flavery to Tobacco, _ 
which too many debafe themfelves unto ;__ 
and now he grew old, he was defirous 
that his Work fhould: hold pace with his | 
Life ; the lefs ‘Time he faw left, the lefs. 
was he willing ro have loft. He ima: | 
gined thathe could now do nething to 
any purpofe in any Service for God ; and 
fometimes he would fay with an Air 
peculiar to himfelf, Ivonder for what the - 
Lord Fefus Chrift lets: me live ; be knows 
that now Ican do nothing for him! And yer 
he could not forbear Eilaying to do fome- 
thing for his deareft Lord ; wherefore, | 
thought he, What fhallI do? And he.then 
conceived, that tho’ the Englifh could 
not be benefited by. any. Giits: which he 
now fancied himfelf to-have only the 
Ruines of, yet who can tell but the Ne _ 
gros might! He had long lamented it 
witha bleeding and burning paflion, chat 
the. 
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the Englifh ufed their Negros but as for’ 
Horfes for their Oxen, and that fo 
little care was taken about their pre¢ious 
and immortal Souls, he look’d upon it 
as a Prodigy, that any wearing the 
Name'of Chriftians, fhould fo much have 
the Heart of Deyils in them, as‘to pre- 
vent and hinder the Inftru@ions-of the 
poor Blackamoores, and confine'the Souls 
of their miférable Slaves toa deftroying 
ignorance, meerly for fear of thereby 
lofing the benefit of their Vaffalage ; 
bur now he made a motrionto the Exglifh 
within two orthree miles of him, that at 
fich a time and place they would fend 
their Negvo’s once a week unto him’: For 
he would then Catechife them, -ahd En- 
lighten them to the utmoft of his powerin 
the things of their Everlatting Peace ; 
however, he did not tive to make much 
progreis in this Undertaking: 
~ Atlength when he was able to-do little’ 
without doors, he try’d then to.do fome:- 
thing within ; and onethimg wasthis. A 
young Boy in the Neighbourhood, had 
in. his Infancy fallen into, a fire, fo asto 
burn himfelf into a perfeét Blindnefs ; but 
this Bey being now grown to fome big- 
nefs, the good old Man took him home 
to his honfe, with {ome intentionsto make 
a 
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a Scholar of him. . He firlt informed him. 
of and from. the Scripture, in whichthe 
Boy: fo profitad, that in a little time he 
could even Repeat many whole Chapters 
Verbatim, and if any other in Reading 
miffed a word, he would mind them of 
it 5 yea, and an ordinary piece of Latin 
was become eafie to the Lad ; but hay- 
ing his own Eyes clofed by Death, he 
could no longer help the poor Child a- 
gain{t the want of his. 

Thus, as the Aged Polycarp could fay, 
Thefe Eighty Six years have Iferved my Lord 
‘Felus Chrift; and he has been fuch a good 
Mafter to.me allthis while, that I will not. 
now forfake him. Sucha Polycarp was our 
Eliot ; he had been fo many years engag- 
ed in the {weet fervice ofthis dear Jefus,. 
that he could noz now give it over: "Iwas 
his Ambition and his Priviledge, to bring 
forth Fruit in old Age; and what veneration 
the Church of Smyrna. paid unto that dn- » 
gel of theirs, we were upon the like Ac- .} 
Sunes willing to give unto this Man of | 
God. ! | 

While he was thus making his Retreat. 
out of this evil. World, his Difcourfes from 
time to time ranupon,. The Coming of the 
Lord Fefus Chri ; it was the Theme 
which he {till had Recourfe unto, and we. 
WEE. 
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} were fure to have fomething of ths, what- 
ever other Subjeét he were upon.On this he 
talk’d, of this he pray’d, forrhis he long’d, 
and. efpecially when any bad News ar- 
_riv'd, his ufual reflection thereupon would 
be, Behold fome of the Clouds in which we 
—mujt look for the coming of the Son of Adan. 
Ac laft, his Lord, for whom he had been 
long withing, Lord come, I bave been a 
great while ready for thy coming! at lait, I 
fay, his Lord came, and fetched him a- 
way into the Foy of bis Lord. 

He fell into fome Languifhments, atten- 
ded with a Fever, which in afew days 
brought him into the Pangs (may I fay ? 
or Joys) of Death 5 and while he lay in 
thefe, Mr, Walter coming to him, he faid 
unto him, Brother, Thou art welcome to my 
very Soul, Pray, Retire to my Study for me, 
and give me leave to be gome; meaning 
that he fhould nor, by Petitions to Hea- 
| ven for his Life, detain him here.It wasin 
| chefe Languifhments, that {peaking about 
| the Work of the Gofpel among the Indi- 
| ans, he did after this heavenly manner 
-expre{s himfelf, There a a Cloud (faid he) 
_@ dark Cloud upon the Work of the Gojpel a- 
mong the poor Indians. The Lord revive 
| and profper that Work. and grant it may 
live when lam dead. It % a Work care I 

ave 
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have been doing much and long about. But 
what was the word I {poke laft ? I recal that 
word, My Doings: Alas, they have been 
poor and {mall and lean Doings, and Til be 
the Man that fhall throw the firft tone at 
them all. 

It has been obferved, that they who 
have fpoke many confiderable things in 
their Lives, ufually fpeak few at their 
Deaths. But it was otherwife with our 
Eliot, who after much Speech of and for 
God in his Life-time, uttered fome things 
little {hort of Oracles on his Death bed ; 
which, "risa thoufand: Pities, they were 
not more exactly regarded and recorded. 
Thofe Authors that have taken the pains 
to Collect, Apophthiemata Moventium,have 
not therein been uniérviceable to the Liv- 
ing ; bue the Apophthegms of a Dying 
Eliot muft have had in them a Grace and 
a Strain truly extraordinary ; and indeed 
the valgar Error of the fignal Sweetneds 
in the Song of a Dyimg Swan, was a very 
Truth in our expiring Eliot ; his aft Breath 
{melt {trong of Heaven, and was Articled 
into none but very gracious Notes; one 
of the laft whereof, was, welcome “foy'! 
and at laft it went away, calling upor 
the ftanders by, to Pray, pray, pray! which 
was the thing in which to vait a Portion 
of it had been betore employ’d, This 
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This was the Peace, in the end of this 
| Perfect and upright Man; thus was there 
another Star feeched away to be placed 

among the relt that the third Heaven is 
now enriched wich. He had once, I 
think, a pleafant Fear, that the old Saints 
of his Acquaintance, efpecially thofe two 
deareft Neighboursof his, Cotton of Bo/ton, 
and Afather of Dorchefter, which were got 
fafe to Heaven before him, would filpe& 
him to be gene the wrong way becanfe 
he ftaid fo long behind them.But they are 
now together with a bleffed Jefus, bebold- 
ing of bes Glory, and celebrating the hich 
Praifes of Him that has call’d them into hus 


marvelious light. Whether Heaven was 
Spyomers Heaven £0 him hacanfe af his 


5 TIVIY “£2 


finding there fo many Saints with whom 
he’once had his Delicious and Celeftial 
Intimaciés.yea, and fo-many Saints which 
had been the Seals’ of his own Miniltry, 
in this lower world, [ cannot fay ; bue 
it would be Heaven enough unto him,to 
gounto that ‘Fefus, whom he had lowd, 
preach’d, ferv’d, and in whom he had 
been long affured, there does All fulnefs 
dvell’ Inthat Heaven Pnow leave him: 
Bur not without Grynzeus’s Pathetical Ex- 
clamations { O beatum illum dieum! 


. 


© Blefled will be the Day, O bleffed the 
* Day 
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“Day of our Arrival to the glorious Af 
‘ fembly of Spirits, which this great Saint 
“4s now rejoicing with ! | 

Bereaved New:England, where are thy 
Tears, at this ill boding Funeral? We 
had a Tradition among us, That the 
‘ Country could never perith as long as 
‘ Eliot was alive. But into whofe hands 
muft this Hippo fall, now the Aufin of it 
is taken away? Our Blifha is gone, and 
now who muft next year invade the Land? 
The ews have a faying, Quando Lurwina- 
ria peetiuntur Eclipfin, malim fignum eft 
mundo: But Lam fure; ‘tis a difmal E 
clipfe that has now befallen our New. Eng: 
difh World. Tconfels, many of the An- 
cients fell into the vanity of efteeming the 
Reliques of the Dead Saints, to be the 
Towers and Ramparts of the place that en- 
joy’dthem: and the dead Bodies of two A: 
poftles in-the City,made,the Poet cry out, 


A Facie Hoftilis duo propugnacula prafunt. 


If the Duft of dead Saints could give us 
any protection, we are not without ic ; 
here is a Spot of American Soil that will 
afford a rich Crop of it, at the Refur- 
rection of the Fufi. Poor New England has 
been as Gla/tenbury of old was called, 4 
Bury- 














| ¢ 


| Burying Place of Saints, But we cannot 


fee a more terrible Prognoftick than 


_ Tombs filling apace with fuch Bones, as 


thofe of the Renowned Eliot's: The 


_ whole Building of this Country trem- 
_ bles at che fall of uch a Pillar. 


For many Months before he dy’d, he 


_ would often cheerfully tells us, ‘ That 
“he was fhortly going to Heaven, and 
“that he would carry a deal of good 
~SNews thither with him ; be fad, He 
“would. carry Tidings to the Old Foun- 
© ders.of New England, which were now 
Sin Glory,that Church: work was yet car- 


‘ried on among us: That the number 


of our Churches was continually encreaf- 
‘ing: and that the Churches were ftill: 


‘Kept as. big as they were, by the daily 


* additions of thofe that fha!l be faved. 
But the going of {uch as he from us, will 


| apace diminith the occafions of fuch hap- 


py tidings, 
What fhall, we now fay ? Our. Elot 


| himfelf ufed moft affectionately to: bewail 


the Death ofall) ufeftut Men ; yerif one 


brought. him, the notice of fuch a thing, 


| with any Difpondencies, or faid, O Sir, 


_fuch a one is Dead, what fhall wedo? He 


would anfwer, Well, but God lives, Chrift 


lives, the Old Saviour of New-England yet 


lives, 


























































reg renee eerie REN se 2S atin seicicentee tas i 


~ 7 er AHL ESE 


lives, and he will Reign till all his Enemies 
are made his Footftool. This and only this 
confideration have we to relieve us; and 
let it be accompanied. with our addrefies 
to the God of the: Spirits of all Flefh, That 
there may be! Timothies railed up in the 
room of our departed Padls;: and that 
when our Mofés’s are gone, the Spirié 
which was in thofe brave men, may be 
put upon the furviving Elders of our Ijrael. 

The aft thing, that ever ouriEhor put 
off, was, The care’ of allthe Churches which 
with amoft Apoftolical and Evangelical 
‘Temper he was continually: folicicous a- 
bout. When the Churches of New-Eng- 
land were under a very. uncomfortable 
profpedt,. by the advantage which: fiien 
that foughe the Ruine of thofe:Goldén 
and Holy, and Reformed Societies, had 
obtained againft them,God put it ito the 


heart of one wellknown in thefe Chit: 


ches, to take a Voyage into Enpgland,ehat 
he. might by his Mediations at hiteball, 
divertithe Stomms that wéterthen impend- 
inpover us.; ? Tis nor eafy toexprefawhae 
Affe@ion’ our Aged: Blior profecuted this 
undertaking with sand what Thank 
giving he'rendredunto God foranyhope- 
ful’ Succefles of ‘itt. Bue beeaufe oné of 
the laff ‘Tintes, and forroaght? FE know, 
The 
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¥ The Laft, of his ever fetting Pen to Pa- 
per in the World, was upon. this occafi- 
on; I fhall tranfcribe a thort Letter,which 
was written by the thaking hand, that 
had heretofore by Writing deferved: fo 
well from the Church of God, but was 
nowtaking its leave of writing, for ever, 
lt was written tothe Perfon that was 
Engaging for us, and thusitran ; 












Reverend. and Beloved, Mr. Yacreafe: Mather. 


© cannot write. Read Neh. 2. 10. 
© When: Sanbalar the Horonite,. and Tobi 
¢ ja the Servant, the Ammonite heard ot 
ir, it grieved them exceedingly, that 
“there was come a Man tofeek the Wel- 
* fare of the Children of I/rael. 

“Lee thy bleffed Soul feed full and fae 
“upon ths and other. Scriptures. All 
other things I leave to other Men ; 
* and reft, 













Your Loving Brother, 


Foehn Eliot. 

. 

: Thefe two or three Lines manifelt che 
| Care: of the Churches which breath’d inthis 
great old:Man, aslong:as he had.a Breath 
| to'draw inthe World, And fince he bas 
lefo fewdike him for a comprehenfive and 
univertal 
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univerfal Regard unto the Profperity of 
all the Flocks in this Wildernefs, we have | 
| ~ little now to comfort us inthe lofs of one | 


fo like a Patriarch among us, but only | 

this; That our poor Churches, it may 

be hop’d, have {til fome Intereft in the | 

an Cares of our Lord Jefus Chrift, Who walks 
| in the midft of the Golden Candlefticks. Lord 

| make our Churches and keep them, yet | 

eB Golden Candlefticks ! Amen. | 

Fe But I have not obtained the end of this | 

Hiftory, nor may I let this Hiftory come 

) 


to an end, until Ido with fome impor- ' 
tunity befpeak the Endeavours of good 
Men every where, to labour in thar ‘ 
Harveft which the bleffed E L 10 T juftly 
counted worthy of his uemoft Pains and | 
Cares. It was the Confeflion of Themi- ' 
frocles,that the Victories of Miltiades would | 
not let him fleep in quietnefs; may thofe ' 
of our Eliot raife a like Emulation in thofe ! 
that have now feen the Life of this Evan- 
gelical Hero! When one Robert Baily, 
many years ago, publifhed a Book, where- 
an feveral gro{s Lyes by whichthe name | 
of thar FOHN COTTON, who was | 
known to be one of the holieft Men then _ 
alive, was moft injurioufly made odious | 
unto the Churches abroad, were accoms | 
panied with fome Refle@tions upon poor 
New- 

















| New England, whereof this was one, The 
way of their Churches hath moft exceedingly 
hindved the converfion 0 the poor Pagans s 
of all that ever croffed the American Seas, 
| they are noted as moft neglectful of the work 
of Converfion, We have now feen thole 
Afperfions and Calumnies abundantly 
-wip’d away. But Jee that. which has 
been the Vindication of New:England, be 
alfo: the Emulation of the World; for 
thames, let not poor litele New-England, 
be the only Proteftane Country that fhall 
|| dovany: notable thing for the Propagation 
of the Faith, unto thofe dark Corners of the 
Earth which are full of Cruel Habitations. 
But che Addreffes of fo mean a-Perfon as 
Wmy felf, are like to prevail but lictle 
abroad with Men of Learning and Figure 
in the World.’ However, I fhall prefame 
to utter my Withes in the fight of my 
Readers; andic is poflible that the Great 
}God,° who de/pifes not the Prayer of the 
Poor, may by the Influences of his Holy 
Spirit, upoa the Hearts of fome whole 
Eyes are upon thefe Lines, give a bleffed 
Avtwer thereunto. 
> Wherefore may the People of New. 
England, who have {een fo {enfible a dif- 
ference between. the Eftates of thofe that 
| H Sell 
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Séll Drink; «and of thofe that» Preach 
Truthy:unto «the: miferable) Salvagesax 
mong them, asthateven this alone might 
infpire them; yet from a nobler confide- 
ration than ‘that of: their own outward: 
profperity: thereby advanced. be encou- 
raged ftill to profecute, firft the Civiliz- 
ing, and then the Chriftianizing of the 
Barbarians io:their Neighbourhood ; and 
may the New Englanders: be todar Politick: 
as well as Réligious, «as; particularlyn to} 
make a Miffion of the-Gofpel ‘unto the’ 
mighty: Nations of the Weltern Indians, 
whom ‘the French havebeen.of late: fo 
ftudioufly, bur fo unfuccelsfally.tampe- 
ring with ; left thofe horrid Pagans, who 
lately (as’tis credibly affirmed) had fuch 
a meafure of Devililm and/Infolence in 


them, as to fhoot a Volley of great and | 


finall thor againft ithe Heavens, in Re- 
venge upon the Man im the Heavens; as 
they called ourLord,; whom they count: 
ed the Author of the heavy Calamities 
which newly have diftrefied, them, be 
found foared by our long fuffering Lord, 
[who then indeed prefently tore the 
Ground afander, with immediate and 
horrible Thunders from Heaven round a- 
bout them, bar kilf?d them nor! | fora 

{courge 





















of MrJohn Eliot. . 4 
fcourge tous, that/have not-ufed our ad- 
vantages to make a vertuous People of 
them! . Ifa King of the Wef-Saxons long 
fince afcribed all the Difafters on any of 
their Affairs, to»'/Negligencies; in this 
Point : Methinks the New-Englandersmay 
hot count. it unréafonablein this way to. 
feek theirown profpericy. Shall we do 
what we-can that our Lord Jefus may 
beftow upon America, which may more 
juftly be call'd Columba, that Salutation, 

O my Dove! ext 
May the feveral Plantations, that live 
upon ‘the Labours of) their, Negroes, no 
more be’guilty of fuch a prodigious wick- 
ednefS,. as to deride, negle&; and oppote 
all due means of bringing their poor Ne- 
groes unto our Lord ; but may the Ma- 
iters, of whom God will, one day require 
the Souls of. the Slaves:committed unto 
them, fee-toic, that like Abraham, they 
have Catechized Servants ;. and not ima- 
gine thar the, Almighty. God made fo 
many choufands of reafonable Creatures 
for nothing »but only to. ferve the 
Lufts of Epicures, or the gains of Adam- 
moniffs, lelt the God of Heaven outros 
meer Pity, ifnot Juftice, unto thofe un- 
happy Blacks, be provoked unto,a,Ven- 
H 2 geance 




























































































































ae eer maa c: 
: os 


a Te 
_—— z Sis = = 


164 Life and Death 
geance which may uot without horrour 
be thought upon : Lord when fhall awe fee 
Ethiopians read thy Scriptures with Under- 
franding ! ) 

May the Engiqh Nation do what may be 
done, that the Welch may not be deftroy- | 
ed for the lack of Knowledge,teft our indif. _ 
pofition to do for their Souls; bring upon 
usall thofe Judgments of Heaven, which 
Gildas their Couritry: manoncetold them, 
that they fuffered for their difregatds une 
to ours; ahd may the nefandous Mafia: 
cres of the Englifl by the Irfh, awaken the 
Enghih to confider; whether they -have 


‘dohe enough’ to reclaim the Jah from 


the Popifh Bigottries and Abominations, _ 
with which they have been intoxica- 
ted. eis fat Sos 
May the feveral Fa@ories! and Com: 
panies, whofe Concernslie in Afia, Af- 
frica, OF America, be perfwaded; as Fa 
cob once, and’ before hinyhis: Grand-Fa. 
ther Abrabam was, That they always owe . 
unto God certain’ Proportions of theif 
Pofleffions ; by the honeft payments of 
which little Quit-rents, they would cert 
tainly feeure and enlarge their Enjoy- 
ment of the Principal ; but that they are 
under a very particular Obligations to 
Com- 











Communicate of our Spiritual things, un- 
to thofe Heathen, by whole Carnal things 
they are enriched ; And may they there- 
fore make ittheir ftudy, to .employ-fome 
able and pious Minifters, for, the Inffru-. 
ection .of thofe Infidels with whom they 
have to deal, andhonourably fupport:fach 
Minfters in that Employment. |. - 
May, the poor Greeks, Armenians, Muf- 
covites, and others, in the Eaftern Coun- 
trics, Wearing the name of Cbrifians, 
that have little Preaching, and no. Print- 
ing, and few. Bibles, or good Books, now 
at laft*be’ furnifhed with Bibles, Ortho. 
dox “Catechifms > and Pradtical, Trea- 
tiles. by the Charity of England; and 
may our Prefles provide good ftores of 
good Books.for them, in their, own 
Tongues, ‘to be {catcered among them. 
| Who-knows what Convulfions might be 
—haftened upon the whole < Mahbomitan - 
World by .fach, an extenfive. Chari. 
9 len aie a Le 
May “tifficient, Numbers of. Great, . 
Wife’, Rich , “Learned and» Godly 
Men in’ the. hree. Kingdoms, _pro- 
cure well-compofed Societies , by. whofe 
United Counfels the. Noble © Defign . 
of” Evangelizing, the World, may be 
oo FE4) more. 





















































166 The Life and’ Dear | 
more effedtually ‘carried on; ahd if | 
fome genetous Perfons will of their 
own accord combine for fuch Con- 
fultations , who’ can tell, but Tike 
fome ‘other Celebrated Societies here- 
tofore formed ‘from fuch {mall be- 
ginnings:, they may foon have . that 
countenance of. Authority which | 
may “produce very Glorious Effeés, 
and’ give Opportunity to gather vaft 
Contributions from all well-difpofed 
People, to Aflift and “Advance this 
Progrets of Chriftianity. God forbid, 
that Popery fhould expend. upon Chear- 
mg more then ‘ten ‘times what we 
do upon Saving the Immortal Souls 
of Men. ) 

Lafily, May many Worthy Men, 
who, find their Circumftances will al- 
low of it, get the Language of fome — 
Nations that are not~ yet, brought 
home to ‘God, “ahd wait upon the 
Divine Providence, for God’s Lead- 
ing them to, and Owning, them in 
their Apoftolical Undertakings. When 
they remember what Ruffinus relates 
concerning the Converfion of the 2 
verians sand what Socrates, with o- 
ther Authors. relates concerning the 
Con: 
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Cotverffon wrought by. occafion of 
Frumentius and eAdefius, in the Inner- 
India, all as it were by accident, 
furely ’cwill miake them, try what 
may. be done by. défign for *‘fuch 
things how in our Days! . Thus let 
them ‘fee, whither while we at home 
in rhe mid{t of wearifome ~Temprati- 
ons, ate. Angling with Rods,’ which 
now and then catch one Soul for our 
LORD, they fhall not be Fifhing 
with Nets, which will bring “in ma- 
ny thoufands of thofe, concerning 
whom with unf{peakable Joy in the 
Day.of the LOR D.,. they may 
fay , Behold, I, and the Children which 
GOD bas given me! Let them fee, 
whether, fuppofing they fhould pro- 
{per no farther than to Preach the 
Gofpel of the Kingdom in all the VVorld, 
for a WVitne{s unto® all WNatwns., yer 
the End which is~ then to come, 
will not bring to them the more 
happy Lot, wherein they fhall ftand, 
that are found fo doing. 


Let no Man be difcouraged by the 
Difficulties which the Devil will be 
ready to clog. fuch Attempts againit 

his 
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his Kingdom with; for I will take 
leave foto Tranflate the ‘Words of 
the Wife. Man, in Prov. 27. 4. V¥bo 
ws able to ftand before ZEAL? ‘Tam 
well-fatishied., thar if Men had the Wif 
dom, To defcern the Signs of the Times 
they would be all Hands at work to 
fpread. the Name of our JESUS 
into all the.Cornets of of the Earth. 
Grant it, O my GOD3; and LORD 
FESUS, come quickly. rs 


Foy A PS 
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